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HISTORICAL  
DOCUMENTATION
Understanding the history of the City of Defiance helps preserve the rich heritage of the area, 
informs future planning decisions, and ensures that the cultural and natural legacy of the parks and 
riverfronts are honored. Additionally, it fosters a sense of continuity and connection, helping to 
balance modern needs with the preservation of local history. On the following pages you will find 
some historical documentation that the design team found beneficial during the Opportunity and 
Analysis Phase of the master planning process. 

HOLGATE PARK MARKER COOH-COO-CHEE'S BARK CABIN

FORT DEFIANCEJOHNNY LOGAN'S GRAVE

FRENCH INDIAN APPLE TREE FLOOD POLE

FIGURE 1:  Fort Defiance
In 1794, during the Indian Wars, General Anthony Wayne and his force of 2,500 soldiers arrived at the confluence of the Maumee 
and Auglaize Rivers. They constructed Fort Defiance, one of eight forts built to protect General Wayne's supplies and communications, 
which then became his base of operations in Northwest Ohio. The Fort was never attacked and was abandoned in 1796. 
Source: Andrew L. Tuttle Memorial Museum, Defiance, OH

FORT DIAGRAM KEY

A - Blockhouses (the garrison was  
       housed on the 2nd floor)

B - Portholes

C - Chimneys

D - Door

E - Ditch (8-feet deep and 15-feet  
       wide)

F - Flag pole

G - Gateways

H - Officers' quarters

I - Bake ovens

J - Powder magazine

K - Pickets

L - Ditch (men carried water  
      through this ditch to the Fort)

M - Sink

N - Blockhouse (an artificer and  
       blacksmith worked here)

O - Glacis

P - Blockhouse (food  
      preparation took place  
      here)

Q - Fascines
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FIGURE 3: Miami-Erie Canal Sanborn Map
This map, from approximately 1910, depicts the Miami-Erie 
Canal running through Defiance, OH. The 274-mile canal ran 
from Cincinnati to Toledo, creating a water route between the 
Ohio River and Lake Erie.

FIGURE 2:  Confluence, 1790-1792
The map above illustrates the confluence in the late 18th Century. It also shows the location of Cooh-coo-chee's Cabin, which has a 
memorial marker in present-day Pontiac Metro Park. Source: Andrew L. Tuttle Memorial Museum, Defiance, OH
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FIGURE 4:  Historic Districts
Defiance, Ohio, has two Historic Districts within its boundary. The first is Holgate Avenue Historic District. This spans from 328-
716 Holgate Avenue in the Northern most section of the avenue. The other is Defiance Downtown Historic District. This District 
includes both sides of Clinton Street from the Maumee River down to Arabella Street with two minor branches down Second 
Street and Third Street. Source: City of Defiance, OH

FIGURE 5:  Historical Markers & Monuments
This map shows the approximate locations of historical markers 
and monuments in or near the City of Defiance parks.  
Source: Andrew L. Tuttle Memorial Museum, Defiance, OH

PE
RR

Y

W
AY

NE

FIFTH

JA
CKSON

THIRD

HARRISON

HOLGATE

SECOND

JE
FF

ER
SO

N

FORT

FOURTH

W
AS

HI
NG

TO
N

KENTNER

ASA

DIVISION

ARABELLA

DAVIDSON

CL
IN

TO
N

PA
RK

JULIET

MAUDE

FIRST

THURSTON

AU
G

LA
IZ

E

EPPI

PIERCE

HOPKINSRI
VE

RS
ID

E

COURT

W
ARREN

STRATTON

PLEASANT

W
ORTHINGTON

SEMINARY

LO
U

D
EN

UN
KN

O
W

N

H
AR

D
IN

G

DON MILLER

FIFTH

FIRST

FOURTH

JA
CKSON

PIERCE

RI
VE

RS
ID

E

Legend
District

Defiance Downtown

Holgate

/

0.1 0 0.10.05 Miles

Defiance, Ohio - Historic Districts

Defiance, Ohio has two Historic Districts within its boundary.
The first is Holgate Avenue Historic District. This spans from
328-716 Holgate Avenue in the Northern most section of the
avenue. The other is Defiance Downtown Historic District.
This district includes both sides of Clinton Street from the Maumee
River down to Arabella Street with two minor branches
own Second Street and Third Street.
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A PONTIAC METRO PARK
•	 Map, General Information, & Facts for the 

Area (granite monument on pedestal)

•	 Pontiac's Birthplace (plaque)

•	 Birthplace & Park of Chief Pontiac,  
1712-1769 (granite marker)

•	 Johnny Appleseed Chapman Benefactor,  
1774-1845, First Nursery 1811-1828  
(granite marker)

•	 Grave of Chief Cokundiawthah, Mohawk 
Chief 1790  (granite marker)

•	 Shawnee Glen 1792 (granite marker)

•	 Pontiac Park (red granite monument)

•	 French & Indian Apple Tree (granite marker)

B EAST RIVER DR. (near Pontiac Park)

•	 Winchester Camp #2 / Preston Island 
(plaque)

•	 Coocooche, Mineral Spring 1790, Birthplace 
of Ottawa Chief Shabonee 1775, Bluejacket 
Lodge 1792, Winchester Camp 1812  
(granite monument)

•	 Chief Bluejacket Chair (granite marker)

•	 Bark Cabin of Coocooche & Captive 
Spencer 1792, Indian Grand Council 1792, 
Birthplace of Indian Chief Scout-Captain 
Anthony Shane and of Chief Occonoxee 
1757 (granite marker)

C FORT GROUNDS
•	 Fort Defiance Plaque (DAR plaque on post)

•	 Fort Defiance Plaque  
(DAR plaque on granite marker)

•	 Fort Defiance Gateway 1794  
(in-ground granite marker)

•	 Wayne Water Supply Trench  
(in-ground granite marker)

•	 Logan Elm 1935 F.W.D.  
(in-ground granite marker)

•	 Grave of Capt. John Logan, Indian Chief and 
Scout 1788-1812 (in-ground granite marker)

•	 Fort Defiance Flagstaff & Survey  
(granite monument)

•	 Johnny Logan Grave Marker 1812  
(white tombstone)

•	 Semica Lawba - Johnny Logan (O.H.S. 
plaque)

•	 Fort Ground General Information 
(granite monument)

•	 Map of Confluence (in-ground granite slab)
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COMMUNITY &  
STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT
It is essential to engage as many groups as possible for feedback to ensure the Master Plan programming 
will serve the Defiance area. The City of Defiance provided contact information and facilitated conversations 
with many of the organizations in the area for a series of public engagement events. 

KICK-OFF MEETING

FAMILY FUN FRIDAY

FAMILY FUN FRIDAY

KICK-OFF MEETING

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

06.24.24: Kick-Off Meeting

POSTER 1: This map shows all park areas and trail connectivity throughout the City of Defiance. 

POSTER 2: This map shows all park areas and trail connectivity along the riverfront. 

During the kick-off meeting, Steering Committee members were asked to mark their favorite City of Defiance park with 
a thumb tack. Below shows the results, circled in red. 

BRONSON PARK - 6

KINGSBURY RIVERFRONT PARK - 5

FORT GROUNDS - 1

PONTIAC PARK - 2

EASTSIDE PARK - 1

DIEHL PARK - 1
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08.02.24: Family Fun Friday Event
During the event, the community (adults and children) were asked to place a sticker on their top 3 favorite park 
activities. Adults were also asked to add sticky notes to a board to answer 3 additional questions. The results are 
shown on the next two pages.

POSTER 1: 
Children were 
asked to place a 
sticker on their 
3 favorite things 
to do when they 
play at a park, 
as well as write-
in additional 
favorites if 
applicable.

POSTER 2: 
Adults were asked 
to place a sticker 
on their 3 favorite 
park activities, 
as well as write-
in additional 
favorites if 
applicable.

POSTER 3: The community was asked to answer three questions, writing  their answer on a sticky note and adding it to the board. 
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09.23.24: Community Workshop
The project team invited the community to a workshop that featured a comprehensive presentation on the inventory 
and analysis conducted so far, followed by an input session where attendees engaged with interactive boards 
and shared feedback with the design team. The public survey results were part of the presentation and attendees 
were able to participate in a brief survey at the end of the presentation that addressed specific programming 
components. See page 114 for results from the Community Workshop survey. The workshop took place at the 
Stroede Center for the Arts. 

POSTER 1: Park Areas & 
Trail Connectivity

This map highlights 
the scope of work for 
the Master Plan and 
familiarizes the public with 
park and trail locations. 
Many of the participants 
stressed the need for more 
lighting at recreational 
facilities (tennis, 
basketball, etc.) to allow 
for nighttime games. 

POSTER 2: Riverfront 
Confluence Project Area

Focusing on the waterfront 
development areas, this 
map encouraged dialogue 
to generate ideas for 
waterfront engagement 
and programming. One 
comment addressed the 
opportunities at Buchman 
Park; because the area is 
quite large, there could be 
opportunities to provide 
a Native American tribute 
space on the north end 
and provide additional 
programming on the 
south end.

POSTER 3: If you 
were designing a park 
downtown, what would 
you add?

This board allowed for 
open-ended answers and 
encouraged residents to 
share and talk through 
their ideas. From children 
requesting a tree house 
to many requests for 
trail improvements, this 
feedback gives great 
direction for the Master 
Plan programming.

POSTER 4: What do you 
feel is missing in Defiance 
parks or the riverfront?

The community provided 
feedback on this board 
that addressed the absent 
amenities in Defiance. 
Several attendees 
expressed the need for an 
accessible skate park and 
provided a petition with 
signatures of others that 
agree. Others emphasized 
the need for improved 
and safer boat access on 
the rivers.

- Increase riverfront engagement (dining, amphitheater, pedestrian bridge, etc.)
- Improve lighting at recreational areas to allow for evening play
- Provide more trail opportunities and connections 

Key Takeaways
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09.23.24: Community Workshop, Cont.
Ideas Expressed in Conversation:

POSTER 5: What 
components would you 
like to see within the park 
system?

Attendees voted on which 
programming they would 
like to see added to the 
Defiance park system. 
Overall, ice skating, 
food truck plazas, and 
interactive art were the 
most popular. Throughout 
the presentation, guests 
expressed interest in 
representing the history 
of Defiance through 
expressive art installations. 

POSTER 6: Do you think 
the City should prioritize 
riverfront and downtown 
connectivity? What types 
of connectivity options 
would you like to see?

No one was opposed to 
improving connectivity 
throughout Defiance 
and most of the options 
were well received. The 
community currently 
loves their existing trails 
and have expressed 
interest in providing 
different types of paths, 
from tree top walkways to 
unpaved trails.

HISTORICAL ART INSTALLATIONS // MODERNIZED LIGHTING // PRESTON ISLAND ENGAGEMENT // 
AMPHITHEATER ALONG THE RIVER // PROGRAMMING FOR TEENAGERS // PUBLIC ART OPPORTUNITIES

POSTER 7: What 
components would you 
like to see on or along the 
rivers?

The results of the 
voting for riverfront 
programming shows 
a strong desire for 
riverfront walkways and 
pedestrian bridges. 
Waterfront dining and 
kayak/canoe rentals are 
also amenities that the 
public would enjoy.

PROJECT HANDOUT:  
Project Schedule & Next Steps

The handout to the left was available at both entrances 
to the Stroede Center for guests to grab on the way 
into the venue. It provided a map of the project 
scope for reference and as a resource to show all of 
Defiance's parks. The sheet also included the project 
schedule with a general description of each upcoming 
phase, and invited everyone to stay in touch via the 
Facebook page (Defiance Parks & Rivers) for the 
master planning project.

DEFIANCE PARKS

Bark & Run Dog Park
Bronson Park

Buchman Park on the 
Glaize

Canal Park

Diehl Park

Eastside Park

Fort Grounds

Gateway Park

Holgate Park

Hometown Heroes Park

Kingsbury Riverfront 
Park, Swim Park,  
& Pickleball

Knights of Columbus 
Baseball Complex

Livingston Park

Memory Park

Palmer Park

Pontiac Metro Park

Reservoir Recreational 
Area

Riverside Park

Triangle Park

Veteran’s Memorial Park

14

20

18

15

13

11

10
9

4

6

5

1

19
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AUGLAIZE RIVER
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Existing Trails
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Activation Node
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2

PROJECT SCHEDULE  
& NEXT STEPS

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook for project updates!

@DefianceParks&Rivers

WINTER 2024/2025   PHASE 2 - PRELIMINARY PLANNING & DESIGN
Based on public input and achieving consensus on an overall strategy, the team will 
identify the most promising locations for improvements, and develop preliminary 
implementation recommendations. 

SPRING 2025   PHASE 3 - FINAL MASTER PLAN & DOCUMENTATION
The team will refine renderings, establish partnering framework and create an 
implementation plan, develop public communication tools, and compile a Final 
Master Plan Report. 
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ONLINE SURVEY  
RESPONSES
The following pages contain comprehensive results of the community survey, offering valuable 
insights into the perspectives, experiences, and preferences of local residents. These survey 
results provide critical data that informed our analysis and recommendations, capturing the voices 
of the community. By presenting this detailed feedback, we ensure that the report reflects the 
community’s views and priorities, promoting informed decision-making and fostering greater 
engagement and transparency.

City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

2 / 119
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Memory Park
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Online Community Survey:  7.27.24 through 9.12.24
City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

1 / 119

Q1 Which parks or recreation areas have you visited in the last year?
Please check all that apply.*

Answered: 533 Skipped: 10

Kingsbury Riverfront  
Park, Swim Park,  

& Pickleball

Knights of Columbus  
Baseball Complex

City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey
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69.79% 372

60.23% 321

57.97% 309

55.72% 297

53.47% 285

50.84% 271

40.90% 218

31.71% 169

24.39% 130

24.02% 128

14.26% 76

13.70% 73

6.94% 37

6.00% 32

6.00% 32

4.32% 23

2.81% 15

1.88% 10

Total Respondents: 533  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Kingsbury Riverfront Park, Swim Park, & Pickleball

Bronson Park

Fort Grounds

Reservoir Recreational Area

Pontiac Metro Park

Diehl Park

Triangle Park

Riverside Park

Eastside Park

Veteran’s Memorial Park

Knights of Columbus Baseball Complex

Holgate Park

Bark & Run Dog Park

Buchman Park

Canal Park

Hometown Heroes Park

Memory Park Palmer Park

Palmer Park
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS: These graphics are some of 
the images posted to the Defiance Parks & Rivers Facebook 
page encouraging the community to participate in the online 
survey. Out of the 543 individual responses received, 350 of 
them were linked to the survey through social media.
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Q2 What is your favorite park in Defiance, and why?
Answered: 424 Skipped: 119

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Kingsbury ,it has the more amenities then the other parks . 9/13/2024 12:03 AM

2 Kingsbury, pickleball 9/12/2024 10:08 PM

3 Bronso Park: side walks, equipment for kids, shade 9/12/2024 9:12 PM

4 Veteran's Memorial Park (Latty's Grove). Long time location for our annual family
reunion/gathering each summer.

9/12/2024 3:58 PM

5 Kingsbury Park - Amenities and location 9/12/2024 1:33 PM

6 Pontiac park because I can sit in my car and have food and drink while viewing the river
without being bothered.

9/12/2024 9:43 AM

7 Veterans Park. We have taken all of our grandchildren there as it was closest to our house. 9/12/2024 9:13 AM

8 reservior, close to home 9/12/2024 8:59 AM

9 Kingsbury-lighted pickleball courts 9/12/2024 12:13 AM

10 Kingsbury, Lighted pickleball courts 9/11/2024 10:21 PM

11 Fort Grounds for the beauty of the river and scenery. 9/11/2024 10:07 PM

12 Kingsbury with the pickleball courts 9/11/2024 9:36 PM

13 Kingsbury Park pickleball 9/11/2024 8:41 PM

14 Fort grounds-the history of the location 9/11/2024 8:06 PM

15 Bronson 9/11/2024 7:52 PM

16 Veterans memorial I like the closeness of things and the trees 9/11/2024 7:19 PM

17 Holgate, it's closest 9/11/2024 7:01 PM

18 Reservoir recreational area because our whole family can walk the boardwalk including my
husband who uses a wheelchair and scooter.

9/11/2024 7:01 PM

19 Kingsbury 9/11/2024 6:25 PM

20 Pontiac Park - view of library/fort grounds and Kingsbury. 9/11/2024 5:50 PM

21 Probably Pontiac because of the peaceful vibe and view of the river. The fort grounds and
Kingsbury also give a good view

9/11/2024 5:38 PM

22 Pontiac - love to just sit in the quiet and watch the water 9/11/2024 5:24 PM

23 Diehl, the kids playground. 9/11/2024 5:09 PM

24 Bark & Run and Bronson 9/11/2024 3:45 PM

25 I visit the parks downtown most often because they are easily walkable with good sidewalks
and well kept. I no longer have children who are of age to play on playground equipment or use
the ball fields, but used those facilities years ago.

9/9/2024 9:21 AM

26 Kingsbury- pretty seeing the rivers 9/8/2024 10:05 AM

27 Veterans is closest to my home. Fort grounds with the library. 9/6/2024 9:46 PM

28 They are pretty much the same with the exception of the splash pad. 9/6/2024 4:54 PM

29 Kingsbury park, I’m an avid pickleball player, 3-5 times a week 9/6/2024 3:49 PM
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30 Kingsbury for pickleball and the pool. The part I hate is the stinky sewage smell so I don't
invite out of town guests because it's too embarrassing to see their faces when they breathe
that in.

9/6/2024 8:59 AM

31 Riverside park and it is a nice place to walk 9/6/2024 8:10 AM

32 Veteran's Memorial Park because you can watch young families play and enjoy the outdoors. 9/6/2024 7:51 AM

33 Kingsbury, the most important reason to play Pickleball. 9/6/2024 6:20 AM

34 Bronson Park- my grandchildren enjoy the splash pad and the playground 9/5/2024 10:28 PM

35 Kingsbury for Pickleball Reservoir for walking 9/5/2024 6:52 PM

36 Kingsbury Pickleball Park 9/5/2024 4:19 PM

37 Kingsbury. I enjoy playing pickleball. 9/5/2024 3:05 PM

38 Kingsbury = pickleball 9/5/2024 2:58 PM

39 Kingsbury because of the pickleball courts 9/5/2024 1:41 PM

40 Bronson Park. Lots of trees for shade. 9/5/2024 12:48 PM

41 Kingsbury pickleball 9/5/2024 12:47 PM

42 East side as I grew up in that area 9/5/2024 12:37 PM

43 Triangle Park. Unique and peacefull to take the kids to enjoy. They love riding up and down the
main path and I love that it gives me an opportunity to have lunch there, and watch traffic.

9/5/2024 10:33 AM

44 Kingsbury Park. The pickle ball courts, and view just to sit and relax. Although the hill where
the brick bldg is could be maintained a little better.

9/5/2024 6:59 AM

45 Kingsbury/Pontiac because it is on the rivers 9/4/2024 5:09 PM

46 Riverside Park because it is the most scenic out of the parks. 9/4/2024 3:59 PM

47 I prefer Kingsbury Park, largely due to the pickle ball courts and closeness to the river. 9/4/2024 11:08 AM

48 Splash pad/Bronson - my kids love it. 9/4/2024 11:05 AM

49 No specific one 9/4/2024 9:32 AM

50 Pontiac. Beautiful views with a large, grassy landscape. 9/3/2024 9:42 PM

51 Reservoir. Peaceful 9/3/2024 1:21 PM

52 Triangle Park because it represents the culture and appreciation of our downtown ♥  also a
great place for a small venue. The clock is awesome.

9/3/2024 12:43 PM

53 The reservoir for the pathed walking path! 8/31/2024 11:33 AM

54 Reservoir, trails and view. 8/31/2024 8:34 AM

55 Reservoir. Trails and rest sears along the way. Second Pontiac along the river. Landscape,
trees, open areas. .

8/31/2024 3:55 AM

56 No favorites, as haven't seen them all yet. 8/30/2024 6:48 PM

57 Probably Diehl; we have a range of kids there is a lot to do there. 8/30/2024 4:19 PM

58 pontiac park...I like the swings that face the river. I would like more swings along the river but
not as close together. It would be nice to have a little more privacy if you were sitting there
with someone.

8/30/2024 3:41 PM

59 Kingsbury. All the new upgrades! 8/30/2024 10:04 AM

60 Latty’s Grove. It’s in my neighborhood. 8/30/2024 8:34 AM

61 Kingsbury Pontiac and the Fort Grounds because of the influence of the rivers and the history 8/29/2024 8:59 PM

62 Fort grounds for beautiful natural beauty of river confluence 8/28/2024 2:12 PM

63 The reservoir for walking and Kingsbury for Pickleball 8/26/2024 11:35 PM
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64 Reservoir! The walking paths are a terrific way to get safe traffic-free exercise and nature
viewing.

8/26/2024 6:32 PM

65 Reservoir - boardwalk 8/26/2024 11:17 AM

66 Bronson, closest to my home and nice area to walk around the book trail and Bronson parking
lot area. Also like the swings overlooking the river.

8/25/2024 9:23 PM

67 Fort Grounds - the area around the library is beautiful. I love all the swings and peaceful areas
to just sit.

8/23/2024 9:33 AM

68 Kingbury is the most accessible 8/22/2024 2:16 PM

69 Kingsbury, it has something for everybody. 8/22/2024 2:01 PM

70 Fort Grounds. My wife and I walk in the morning. The promenade around the Fort Grounds
provide stunning views of the rivers, the shore lines, and sun rises. Beautiful and inspiring.

8/22/2024 12:20 PM

71 Reservoir. Clean, wide pathway, little bugs. 8/21/2024 9:41 AM

72 None 8/20/2024 5:21 PM

73 Bronson Park, the improvements made here have been outstanding. We need more outdoor
spaces like this to allow our kids to play and grown in a more nature-based location. Would
love to see some well needed changes / upgrades to Veteran's Memorial Park.

8/20/2024 2:22 PM

74 In joy walking them.... love the views with a bench to watch water and sunsets! 8/19/2024 11:02 PM

75 Fort Grounds just because you can get a book from the library, there's plenty of seats, and the
breeze from the rivers keeps things from being too warm most days.

8/19/2024 5:26 PM

76 Triangle Park, because its history dates back to the 1800s when the soldiers' monument stood
there. It was historically the site where town events and parades would originate. It's so neat,
tidy, and compact - such a pretty oasis in the middle of Downtown Defiance. It also highlights
the 1918 school, and will be a real asset to the future developer due to its beauty - attractive
surroundings are important to the desirability of a property. And- bonus - it is within easy
walkable distance from my home.

8/19/2024 10:33 AM

77 Reservoir because it's a great place to fish 8/19/2024 4:51 AM

78 N/A 8/18/2024 9:42 PM

79 Kingsbury Park because of the pool for my kids. 8/18/2024 8:51 PM

80 Fort Grounds. Peaceful, dog friendly, the swings, shade and places to sit 8/18/2024 8:11 AM

81 It is hard to pick just one. I like them for different reasons. It depends on who I am with and
the purpose. I like Kingsbury for the pool. I wish the new found space was better utilized from
removing the old equipment. Hogate park is fun with the expansive yard and new playground
equipment. Triangle park is a great place to take a short rest on a bike ride. Pontiac Park and
the fort grounds are both beautiful. I would love to see one of the parks feature winter
activities. I know the sledding hill at the reservoir was an asset but an ice rink would be
beneficial and maybe a place that focused on winter activities. I also wish we had a skate
park. That focused on space to skate as a family and for skateboard and biking tricks.

8/17/2024 10:32 PM

82 Kingsbury- so many things to do and see. Love the pool and view of the water. Love to lunch
at Pontiac park

8/17/2024 4:44 PM

83 Riverside because of soccer games. 8/17/2024 3:51 PM

84 Veterans 8/17/2024 3:29 PM

85 East side park because there seems to be a lot for everyone 8/16/2024 6:56 PM

86 Reservoir 8/15/2024 9:35 AM

87 Pontiac Park due to the scenic views and proximity to the river 8/14/2024 7:49 PM

88 Fort Grounds bc it’s beautiful where the confluence is & the grounds. There is a nice sidewalk
by the rivers & swings. & you can pop into the library while there.

8/13/2024 2:54 PM

89 I like Bronson because of the shade. 8/13/2024 8:06 AM
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90 Reservoir. Boardwalk is easy to walk on (wood) and has shade as well as sunny areas. 8/12/2024 6:15 PM

91 Reservoir, scenery. 8/12/2024 12:43 PM

92 Kingsbury and because we have a big family and do our family reunion there 8/11/2024 11:26 PM

93 Bronson 8/11/2024 10:11 PM

94 Pontiac Park, it’s right by my house and great for dogs to run 8/11/2024 3:29 PM

95 Kingsbury Pickle ball courts Ball field Playground Pool Lots of things in a small remote
location

8/10/2024 11:10 PM

96 Bronson and Triangle and also Riverside 8/10/2024 9:51 PM

97 Pontiac, ease of access for cars for northside of the river 8/10/2024 8:42 PM

98 Reservoir Recreational Area. I love the raised walking (wooden) trail and fishing in the
reservoir.

8/10/2024 9:30 AM

99 Kingsbury baseball park, KofC baseball park. My grandson plays baseball. 8/10/2024 8:33 AM

100 Veteran's 8/9/2024 8:19 PM

101 Diehl park. It's not one of the updated parks and it's safer for my 3 year old. 8/9/2024 7:12 PM

102 Pontiac Park - our home is on E High Street overlooking Pontiac Park. For 30 years we have
enjoyed the improvements and upkeep at the park. Fireworks, Indian Encampments, walking
through the park with my dog or grandchildren, watching the river during all of the seasons,
seeing the bridge replacement, and reading the history of the area are what I enjoy about the
park.

8/9/2024 4:30 PM

103 Reservoir. Boardwalk 8/9/2024 2:21 PM

104 Bronson Park as it's close to home and I grew up playing there and my grandparents lived
across the street from there. My boys grew up playing there too

8/9/2024 1:44 PM

105 Bronson Park. Perfect for a 3 yr old 8/9/2024 1:35 PM

106 Pontiac Metro Park, mainly the view of the river and being able to walk along the river 8/9/2024 10:47 AM

107 It’s hard to pick because they all could use some hiking trails through the woods to the rivers
and then all of them would be favorable.

8/9/2024 10:35 AM

108 Fort Grounds 8/9/2024 9:00 AM

109 Triangle Park Music 8/9/2024 6:25 AM

110 Kingsbury park. Peaceful. I enjoy the boats and my grandkids swimming and playing. 8/9/2024 5:15 AM

111 Kingsbury Park as it's by my house. 8/9/2024 4:03 AM

112 River walk either side 8/8/2024 8:42 PM

113 Reservoir, it is close to my home and has good walking opportunities 8/8/2024 8:21 PM

114 Diehl, good childhood memories 8/8/2024 8:07 PM

115 Reservoir, love the boardwalk! 8/8/2024 7:58 PM

116 Latty’s Grove. Tennis courts and big trees. My daughter enjoys the passing trains as well 8/8/2024 7:30 PM

117 Pontiac, love to walk there the view is amazing 8/8/2024 6:27 PM

118 The Reservoir Park because it's a beautiful wildlife area with trails and many options for
activities

8/8/2024 6:20 PM

119 Kingsbury. It's by the river and lots to do 8/8/2024 6:11 PM

120 Kingsbury!!!!! Great place for many different activities 8/8/2024 5:20 PM

121 Independence dam because it offers the most shade and wildlife 8/8/2024 5:14 PM

122 Kingsbury because of the pool 8/8/2024 4:00 PM

22  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  23



City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

8 / 119

123 Triangle Park. I like the walkability to the Downtown and the charm with the benches and trees. 8/8/2024 10:38 AM

124 Bronson Park because of the ADA friendly story walk boardwalk, the Splash Pad, and the
shaded playground.

8/8/2024 10:04 AM

125 Veterans Memorial (was Lattys Grove), is my favorite because I have been going to that park
since I was young.. have had many family birthdays, anniversaries and lots of picnics there .
Now I am older and take my grandkids there..they call it the choo choo train park♥ ♥ 

8/7/2024 11:05 PM

126 East side because it has a good age range of playground equipment 8/7/2024 10:15 PM

127 Kingsbury for diverse activities 8/7/2024 4:32 PM

128 Kingsbury and the Reservoir. Kingsbury has thing to do for all ages and the Reservoir allows
good walking trails and allows pets!

8/6/2024 5:11 PM

129 Fort grounds 8/6/2024 12:43 PM

130 Bronson Park due to the variety of activities offered. All age ranges are represented, and I can
take my whole family to enjoy activities together.

8/6/2024 9:39 AM

131 Splash pad/ Bronson Diversity of activities, shade areas 8/5/2024 11:34 PM

132 Reservoir area. More outdoorsy. Kids parks are crap in defiance. 8/5/2024 10:24 PM

133 Pontiac Park is my favorite. You can view the confluence year round. Each of the rivers has a
personality that changes with the weather and the seasons and that never fails to amaze me.
The swings allow a place to watch the rivers, the birds and animals. I appreciate the historical
monuments and text. It is a great place for families to enjoy the fireworks.

8/5/2024 10:09 PM

134 Fort Grounds, scenic view and history 8/5/2024 1:19 PM

135 Pontiac Park. I enjoy the history of the area, the river access and the open spaces. 8/5/2024 8:50 AM

136 Pontiac - I love the view of the river 8/5/2024 8:11 AM

137 Fort for its view of the confluence and proximity to library and library events 8/3/2024 9:58 PM

138 Kingsbury, because I run that daily 8/3/2024 6:36 PM

139 Pontiac, river view, downtown, picnic area, big yard 8/3/2024 5:57 PM

140 I usually go to the reservoir because it has a nice running path and it close enough for me to
walk to it.

8/3/2024 12:44 PM

141 The Fort Grounds and Pontiac, due to all the history there. 8/3/2024 12:37 PM

142 Pontiac (and Kingsbury) because i can park my car and enjoy the view while i read, study,
meditate and pray.

8/3/2024 11:26 AM

143 Diehl, but I wish it would be updated more 8/2/2024 9:20 PM

144 Bronson park. The gorgeous trees providing shaded areas are much appreciated. The sand
volleyball courts, playground equipment, and entertaining walkway to the splash pad gives
everyone something to do.

8/2/2024 7:53 PM

145 Latty’s Grove/Veterans and Bronson- shade and space. Memories from childhood 8/2/2024 5:15 PM

146 Resevior 8/2/2024 3:44 PM

147 Fort Defiance - Defiance History, Beautiful View, Location 8/2/2024 2:51 PM

148 Triangle the entertainment value. 8/2/2024 12:04 PM

149 Reservoir Recreational Park because of the walking areas. 8/2/2024 11:45 AM

150 Kingsbury, because of the pickle ball courts 8/2/2024 11:28 AM

151 Pontiac because it is the closest 8/2/2024 10:53 AM

152 We love Everside park for playing and picnics. 8/2/2024 9:10 AM

153 Kingsbury. I love the confluence of the rivers there. The pool is great. The shelter houses are 8/2/2024 9:07 AM
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nice. I use it in the early morning hours with other men for a workout space.

154 I love all the local shops and small town vibe 8/2/2024 8:57 AM

155 Eastside. It’s clean and the equipment is nice and not outdated. 8/2/2024 8:40 AM

156 I don’t have a favorite! I like that we have a choice of several parks! 8/2/2024 8:36 AM

157 Used to go to Diehl for kids sports activities 8/2/2024 7:45 AM

158 The reservoir, it’s a great place to walk in nature. 8/2/2024 7:06 AM

159 Pontiac for the river access 8/2/2024 7:00 AM

160 Kingsbury and Pontiac Park I just like sitting there enjoying looking at the river 8/1/2024 10:01 PM

161 Veterans Memorial. It has something for everyone is very diverse. Basketball court, multiple
shelter houses and seating, baseball field, multiple playgrounds. Would love for more to be put
into it!

8/1/2024 9:03 PM

162 We love Bronson Park because it offers shade on the play equipment and countless activities
with the sensory walk and splash pad being in close proximity.

8/1/2024 7:58 PM

163 Pontiac. Nice place to sit in the breeze. 8/1/2024 7:39 PM

164 My boys really love Diehl park. Love that they both have equipment to play on. Ages 1 and 3. 8/1/2024 7:34 PM

165 My kiddos love the park on Karnes. 8/1/2024 7:34 PM

166 Bronson. I like taking my nephews to the Splashpad. 8/1/2024 7:29 PM

167 Reservoir big and open area. Love the boardwalk 8/1/2024 7:26 PM

168 Kingsbury- pickleball 8/1/2024 7:25 PM

169 Pontiac. River access and boat ramps. 8/1/2024 7:01 PM

170 Triangle. Love music in the parks. I was there was live music more in the summer 8/1/2024 4:05 PM

171 Reservoir/Pontiac … walking and water views 8/1/2024 3:40 PM

172 Kingsbury - so many memories of playing and then coaching little league baseball at that park. 8/1/2024 3:36 PM

173 Bronson and Pontiac, because of the amazing potential of both of them, with proper
development.

8/1/2024 3:18 PM

174 Reservoir. I like the nature of the back trail and I enjoy the paved pathway. 8/1/2024 1:28 PM

175 I love the reservoir bcz of the bird watching area, all the trees & flowers plus it's all walking
don't have to worry about cars

8/1/2024 11:57 AM

176 Palmer Park and the reservoir/dog park - I visit them the most. 8/1/2024 9:47 AM

177 East side. It is close by, relatively new, and well maintained. 8/1/2024 9:09 AM

178 Holgate park - grandson likes the slide 8/1/2024 8:40 AM

179 Kingsbury 8/1/2024 8:05 AM

180 Pontiac and Kingsbury. Contingent to River 8/1/2024 8:01 AM

181 Kings bery 8/1/2024 6:43 AM

182 WALKING PATH AND ACCESS TO SPLASH PAD 8/1/2024 2:51 AM

183 Bronson, tree coverage and splash pad 8/1/2024 1:40 AM

184 Either Kingsbury—all of the amenities available and the riverfront, or Latty’s—the shade and
open area of the park.

8/1/2024 12:04 AM

185 Pontiac I like the swings 8/1/2024 12:01 AM

186 Independence Dam 8/1/2024 12:01 AM

187 Triangle park . You can see a lot of the city there 7/31/2024 10:11 PM

24  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  25



City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

10 / 119

188 Bark and Run, because my big dogs like to run and they get socialized. Also Latty Grove and
the reservoir, nice green areas to walk, picnic, enjoy the shade.

7/31/2024 9:59 PM

189 Reservoir Rec Area is my favorite! Love the sights and walking path. 7/31/2024 9:50 PM

190 Eastside Park my granddaughters love it here. 7/31/2024 9:49 PM

191 Bronson park. Nice and shaded 7/31/2024 9:27 PM

192 Pontiac, I love to sit on the swings facing the view of the water just as the sun sits and the
city lights begin to reflect off the night river

7/31/2024 9:23 PM

193 Kingsbury - great views, nice pool, pavilions, playground, and sidewalks. Great place to have
early morning workouts.

7/31/2024 9:22 PM

194 Triangle Park for music events in the summer and Fort Grounds for the view plus Art in the
Park. A lot could be done to promote the rivers if there was access to downtown on the south
side of the river. Open area there could be used for many community events-music, markets,
family-friendly shows. Closer walk to downtown restaurants/bars.

7/31/2024 9:16 PM

195 Kingsbury and East Side Park 7/31/2024 9:08 PM

196 Kingsbury Park 7/31/2024 9:03 PM

197 Kingsbury because of all it offers 7/31/2024 8:38 PM

198 Pontiac 7/31/2024 8:31 PM

199 East side Diehl and bronson because my kids really enjoy the playscapes. 7/31/2024 8:29 PM

200 Bronson because of playground, story walk, and splash pad. 7/31/2024 8:05 PM

201 Splash pad, kid friendly 7/31/2024 7:17 PM

202 The reservoir recreational areas, especially the boardwalk. 7/31/2024 6:57 PM

203 Pontiac, convenient and close to home 7/31/2024 6:41 PM

204 Triangle Park is the heart ❤ of Defiance 7/31/2024 5:47 PM

205 Pontiac Park. I love the vicinity to the river, the ease of getting in and out, the landscaping,
and the available seating.

7/31/2024 5:19 PM

206 Riverside because it's convenient! 7/31/2024 5:06 PM

207 Latty Grove park, it is our favorite because of the shade and activities they have more toddler
aged kids. We have seen many improvements in the parks.

7/31/2024 4:15 PM

208 Eastside - because it is close to my home and grandchildren love it! 7/31/2024 3:58 PM

209 East side. Best toys for young 7/31/2024 3:57 PM

210 East side Park. It has the best playground equipment for all ages. I respect having an
inclusive playground at Kingsbury, but I feel much more should be added there because that
park has to be the most frequented.

7/31/2024 3:52 PM

211 Kingsbury. It has more activities and on the river 7/31/2024 3:16 PM

212 Kingsbury Park. Grandchildren can swim and I can sit in shade at the park and enjoy both 7/31/2024 3:09 PM

213 Any of them by the rivers….i love the water! 7/31/2024 2:39 PM

214 Bronson Park for the splash pad, enrichment equipment for children, and story walk. Fort
Grounds for its location and history.

7/31/2024 2:30 PM

215 Diehl-baseball and softball fields are well used. 7/31/2024 2:26 PM

216 Riverside Park, for its July 4th and Jazz Fest events. 7/31/2024 2:24 PM

217 Independence Dam state park. No motor Tuesdays are wonderful, there is shade, and river
access for fishing and kayaking. The trail from there to Florida is also wonderful as it is shaded

7/31/2024 2:22 PM

218 Pontiac and fort grounds. It’s natural beauty and limited human development such as 7/31/2024 2:21 PM
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playground equipment or structures. Some benches swings and gazebo help in a relaxful and
nature filled park. History markers of stone and signs help preserve a low key and wonderful
park

219 There all my favorite 7/31/2024 2:20 PM

220 Pontiac Park....the views! 7/31/2024 2:03 PM

221 Do not have a favorite 7/31/2024 2:00 PM

222 Kingsbury and Eastside. Kingsbury for baseball and the park and Eastside for the park 7/31/2024 1:39 PM

223 Kingsbury for the view of the river 7/31/2024 1:22 PM

224 Pontiac. Beautiful scenery, close to town 7/31/2024 1:10 PM

225 Fort Grounds, historical aspect 7/31/2024 1:09 PM

226 Pontiac Park 7/31/2024 1:04 PM

227 Bronson - splash park and playground area and just lots of space 7/31/2024 12:46 PM

228 Reservoir. Love walking therr 7/31/2024 12:35 PM

229 Diehl Park its my kids favorite one to go to 7/31/2024 12:32 PM

230 Splash Pad/Bronson 7/31/2024 12:12 PM

231 Kingsbury 7/31/2024 11:31 AM

232 Pontiac and library swinging benches 7/31/2024 11:05 AM

233 Reservoir/Pontiac - has easy access for fishing 7/31/2024 10:58 AM

234 I love Kingsbury Park! The pool is beautiful, the ballfield is great for the boys games. It is so
nice for the grandkids!

7/31/2024 10:51 AM

235 None 7/31/2024 10:48 AM

236 The Resorvoir- I love the boardwalk. So peaceful. Great place to walk and exercise. 7/31/2024 10:26 AM

237 Reservoir Rec Area for the nature trail, Res. walking path, Frisbee golf, and kayaking 7/31/2024 10:05 AM

238 Bronson. Walking path. Splash pad. Reading trail. Awesome kids playground & smaller kids
playground. Kept very nice & clean.

7/31/2024 9:51 AM

239 Pontiac, views of the river 7/31/2024 9:42 AM

240 I cannot quantify which is the favorite, as some parks offer something that is unique to that
specific park.

7/31/2024 9:22 AM

241 We love all of the parks for their own unique reasons. 7/31/2024 9:01 AM

242 Kingsbury So scenic 7/31/2024 8:32 AM

243 Diehl. 7/31/2024 8:08 AM

244 Kingsbury for pickleball and the park on Karen’s Ave 7/31/2024 7:48 AM

245 Eastside. Cleanest and most updated facilities. 7/31/2024 7:44 AM

246 Pontiac due to the history and it's location right on the river. 7/31/2024 7:37 AM

247 Probably the reservoir. I love walking there. I also enjoy the swings at the fort grounds and
Pontiac.

7/31/2024 7:12 AM

248 Reservoir because of the scenery, wildlife, and peacefulness. 7/31/2024 7:11 AM

249 Reservoir, trail 7/31/2024 6:05 AM

250 Defiance Reservoir. I love having paths to ride my bike, run/walk, and walk my dog without car
traffic.

7/31/2024 3:03 AM

251 Pontiac views 7/31/2024 2:36 AM
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252 The fort grounds for scenery. Splash pad for fun with the kids. 7/31/2024 12:21 AM

253 Reservoir…peaceful place to walk or meet a friend to walk 7/30/2024 11:15 PM

254 Bronson. Closest to home 7/30/2024 11:01 PM

255 Holgate Park. We walk grandkids down to park from daughter's house 7/30/2024 10:46 PM

256 We love Eastside Park and the updates . We have kids from young to older, so the basketball
court at both Eastside and Bronson help. Kingsbury is wonderful. All of the updated spaces are
fantastic with kids

7/30/2024 10:25 PM

257 Kingsbury…. Pickle ball 7/30/2024 10:21 PM

258 Pontiac Park to Kingsbury for walking purposes. Enjoy the trail. 7/30/2024 10:17 PM

259 Veterans park. Close to.my home. 7/30/2024 9:59 PM

260 Bronson because of the splash pad and nice walking path 7/30/2024 9:53 PM

261 Fort Grounds just pretty 7/30/2024 9:51 PM

262 Love the walking path at reservoir 7/30/2024 9:50 PM

263 Oxbow Lake. It's huge, natural, and I can run my dogs off leash through fields and woods. I
don't have much use for small, manicured town parks. I'd visit them if they had some native
habitat areas.

7/30/2024 9:46 PM

264 Fort Grounds for the historical significance. 7/30/2024 9:41 PM

265 Kingsbury 7/30/2024 9:40 PM

266 The reservoir. Our family loves to run and walk there! It’s beautiful and we have always felt
safe there.

7/30/2024 9:33 PM

267 Lattys Grove Park because of the trains that go by 7/30/2024 9:27 PM

268 Reservoir because it is safe, no vehicle traffic to contend with, love the wood boardwalk thru
the woods- always love seeing the wildlife and wildflowers, and I love the distance I can put in
as a runner with the top and bottom loops.

7/30/2024 9:12 PM

269 It’s a tie- Bronson because of the splash pad and playground . Also the nice pavilions. Fort
Grounds- I like to walk and use the swings.

7/30/2024 8:55 PM

270 Veterans Memorial. In the neighborhood 7/30/2024 8:54 PM

271 Kingsbury Park has the most activity 7/30/2024 8:49 PM

272 Bronson, shady and lots to do 7/30/2024 8:26 PM

273 Kingsbury, has pool, playground, pavilions, restrooms, and adequate parking all in one area. 7/30/2024 8:09 PM

274 Kingsbury due to central location 7/30/2024 7:54 PM

275 Triangle for the concerts. Kingsbury for pool 7/30/2024 7:48 PM

276 Kingsbury 7/30/2024 7:02 PM

277 Fort Grounds, because of the beautiful views. 7/30/2024 6:56 PM

278 Pontiac park. Easy access. Can see ft ground. Have snack or lunch 7/30/2024 6:52 PM

279 Bronson it’s close to my house! I really enjoy the walking path and splash pad! 7/30/2024 6:02 PM

280 Fort Grounds 7/30/2024 5:34 PM

281 Enjoy the quietness of Bronson Park 7/30/2024 4:28 PM

282 Kingsbury Park. Watch daughter and relatives play softball 7/30/2024 3:38 PM

283 Pontiac Metro Park - right along the river and overlooks downtown 7/30/2024 3:34 PM

284 Kingsbury, many options and surrounded by the river 7/30/2024 3:25 PM

285 Diehl Park. Softball games. 7/30/2024 3:20 PM

City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

13 / 119

286 Fort Grounds - the historical connection, the view of the confluence, the swings 7/30/2024 3:15 PM

287 The Resivoir Recreational Area because you can walk by the water and through the trees. 7/30/2024 3:10 PM

288 Reservoir- we love it for walking all year round 7/30/2024 3:06 PM

289 The Fort Grounds, Pontiac, and kingsbury because of the view of the river 7/30/2024 2:58 PM

290 Reservoir Recreational Area because it has such a nice walkway and wood walk to enjoy
walking my dog in a safe area on trails, whether its on top of the reservoir or on the bottom trail
or in the woods. The city takes great care of it, and it is safe and provides dog bags.

7/30/2024 2:47 PM

291 Kingsbury, New Sidewalks and playground 7/30/2024 2:46 PM

292 Bronson Park. Family friendly with the splash pad, walking path with activities along the way,
new playground and new shelter houses.

7/30/2024 2:41 PM

293 They all offer their own benefits 7/30/2024 2:40 PM

294 Reservoir due to the walking path in the wooded section. Very nice 7/30/2024 2:35 PM

295 Reservoir R P. 7/30/2024 2:32 PM

296 Fort Grounds - nice swings to enjoy the scenery. Great photo opportunities. 7/30/2024 2:30 PM

297 Kingsbury Park - it is centrally-located, easily accessible, and has open space for my men's
workout group to meet in the mornings.

7/30/2024 2:27 PM

298 Riverside, the shade 7/30/2024 1:55 PM

299 The reservoir cause the trails are nice and beautiful 7/30/2024 1:44 PM

300 Bronson there is stuff for the kids to do 7/30/2024 1:35 PM

301 Diehl, it's peaceful and has shade . Has a nice walking path to the splash pad . 7/30/2024 1:34 PM

302 Pontiac 7/30/2024 1:28 PM

303 Bronson. I enjoy seeing kids have fun at the Splash Park. 7/30/2024 1:13 PM

304 Diehl - playground for kids 7/30/2024 1:05 PM

305 The Sherwood little reservation station park or Kingsbury bc with a 2 year old it's pretty much
the only park that has things small enough for her. Plus then we grab ice cream right after!

7/30/2024 12:34 PM

306 Veterans memorial because there's bathrooms and lots of shade. 7/30/2024 12:09 PM

307 Diehl. Girls Softball, T-ball, partnership with board of DD, and playground facilities. 7/30/2024 12:04 PM

308 Pontiac, for the paved walkways, the views, the benches and swings, the fountain, the history,
the overall atmosphere.

7/30/2024 11:46 AM

309 the park that hoste July 4th & Jazz Fest. 7/30/2024 11:36 AM

310 Riverside because of the wide open are I can walk my dogs and also see wildlife in the early
am.

7/30/2024 11:21 AM

311 I like to walk, but usually go to the Dam and walk the trail in the back pass the campgrounds. I
like the shade/trees especially in the fall.

7/30/2024 11:14 AM

312 Any of the parks around the confluence of the rivers. It’s so beautiful and peaceful there with
opportunities to walk, play and explore!

7/30/2024 11:11 AM

313 Riverside because of the beautiful scenery and trails. And Bronson because of all the different
activities in one area

7/30/2024 10:57 AM

314 Reservoir 7/30/2024 10:46 AM

315 Reservoir Great for walking and watching dogs at park. Good parking. 7/30/2024 10:42 AM

316 My favorite park is Diego park due to the amount of things for kids to do and it seems more
safe and is more secluded

7/30/2024 10:39 AM

28  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  29



City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

14 / 119

317 N/A 7/30/2024 10:32 AM

318 Bronson. Kids like the path between the park and splash pad. Also has a volleyball net. 7/30/2024 10:25 AM

319 Reservoir - enjoy the walking trail 7/30/2024 10:21 AM

320 Eastside Park 7/30/2024 10:18 AM

321 Bronson It is the park i used as a kid 7/30/2024 10:18 AM

322 Bronson. It’s versatile. It’s close to home. We can walk the dogs. Since the shelter houses
and play equipment have been updated we can now take grandchildren and have family
gatherings. The connected walkway to the Splash Pad was ingenious with activity and with the
natural wooded area and additional landscaping it makes the perfect lined backdrop. (Although
some of the play equipment is broken at this point.) Having the sports courts in addition to this
is outside entertainment for our youth to keep them occupied in a wonderful way as well as
many adults. Bronson also offers much more space to expand or broaden activities or added
benches in and around the park to entice even more visitors.

7/30/2024 10:15 AM

323 Pontiac,pretty view peaceful 7/30/2024 10:13 AM

324 Reservoir- people can walk, bike, fish 7/30/2024 10:08 AM

325 I like the reservoir because of the boardwalk. It’s a nice walking area for dogs. 7/30/2024 10:06 AM

326 Canal and Reservoir 7/30/2024 10:05 AM

327 The park with the wood walkway near the reservoir. Enjoyable walkway 7/30/2024 10:03 AM

328 Bronson has the updated playground for kids. Clean and open. 7/30/2024 10:00 AM

329 Reservoir, close to my house. Nice for walking and riding bikes. 7/30/2024 10:00 AM

330 Holgate Park, is the closest to me. I walk my dog there a few times a week 7/30/2024 9:59 AM

331 Pontiac Park, love overlooking the river, it's nice & calming. 7/30/2024 9:59 AM

332 Diehl, only because there is an abundance of shade. Reservoir for walking, but would love
more wooded trails to walk.

7/30/2024 9:49 AM

333 Bronson. Lots of great equipment for the kids. Very shaded. Great place to gather 7/30/2024 9:49 AM

334 Veterans memorial park Lots of trees. 7/30/2024 9:49 AM

335 Veterans Memorial it is shaded but I like Eastside also 7/30/2024 9:45 AM

336 Reservoir it’s open space without unnecessary amenities 7/30/2024 9:44 AM

337 Fort grounds because of the river views. 7/30/2024 9:43 AM

338 Pontiac just because the River view. 7/30/2024 9:43 AM

339 Fort Grounds 7/30/2024 9:34 AM

340 Eastside Park, it’s the nearest park and my kids like the throw swing thingy 7/30/2024 9:26 AM

341 Kingsbury to watch the rivers 7/30/2024 9:16 AM

342 Hard choice - love Bronson for the splash pad, the sidewalk connecting to the park and all the
upgrades and also love Kingsbury as it was my neighborhood park and love all the upgrades in
recent years.

7/30/2024 9:13 AM

343 Fort grounds has this beautiful view, nature, waling area, hills for lounging, beautiful building
(would love to see coffee/cafe in the library and children's play area outside)

7/30/2024 9:10 AM

344 Fort 7/30/2024 9:09 AM

345 The reservoir due to the boardwalk 7/30/2024 9:07 AM

346 Holgate because is fenced behind the basketball rim and surrounded by friendly neighbors that
makes it feel safe for my kids to go to.

7/30/2024 9:04 AM

347 Reservoir. Nice walking area. 7/30/2024 9:03 AM
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348 My son is autistic and loves the all-inclusive park at Kingsbury. The splash pad is also great,
just wish it had designated sensory hours.

7/30/2024 9:02 AM

349 Kingsbury. It offers so much and shows off two of the three rivers. 7/30/2024 8:35 AM

350 Kingsbury because of the riverfront 7/30/2024 8:32 AM

351 Kingsbury. When I walk my dogs I like seeing the park, swimming pool, etc. 7/30/2024 8:07 AM

352 Bronson because it has lots of space and shade. And it is not to close to traffic. 7/30/2024 7:45 AM

353 I like different parks for different reasons. Splash Pad/Bronson, swimming
pool/sports/Kingsbury, Pontiac Park/relaxing.

7/30/2024 7:41 AM

354 Independence, I like to hike the trail 7/30/2024 7:39 AM

355 Kingsbury. Pickleball 7/30/2024 7:23 AM

356 Bronson—it is shaded, pretty, splash pad. 7/30/2024 7:17 AM

357 Diehl, ball fields are nice. Need a bike path from Wooded Acres to north side. Live close 7/30/2024 7:14 AM

358 Kingsbury, been playing pickleball for the last year. 7/30/2024 7:03 AM

359 Pontiac or the grounds by the library because it’s on the river 7/30/2024 6:55 AM

360 Pontiac Park. Love the walkways, river views, swings. 7/30/2024 6:52 AM

361 Bronson 7/30/2024 6:48 AM

362 bronson, shade and two parks in one 7/30/2024 6:37 AM

363 Bronson….lots of shade and offers variety of activities for all ages. 7/30/2024 6:29 AM

364 The reservoir for its walkingnpaths and water views. Birding in the spring. 7/30/2024 5:42 AM

365 NA 7/30/2024 5:00 AM

366 Diehl because it is close to my house. Tennis courts are second, but they aren't even listed on
here. More money needed for upkeep on tennis courts and not just the pickleball courts

7/30/2024 4:52 AM

367 Pontiac Park because I like to sit and relax on the bench swings and look across the river
toward the Library Grounds.

7/30/2024 2:38 AM

368 Bronson -- location and amenities. 7/30/2024 1:41 AM

369 Uaw park because there is a little something for everyone to do. It's spacious and shade. 7/30/2024 12:08 AM

370 Fort ground 7/29/2024 11:50 PM

371 Pontiac has a boat launch which is nice, but very poorly designed! 7/29/2024 11:31 PM

372 Bronson Park because it has a splash pad and a playground for the kids along with the
playground is well shaded due to the amount of trees surrounding it.

7/29/2024 11:24 PM

373 Kingsbury, more because of memories 7/29/2024 11:22 PM

374 Baseball dimonds 7/29/2024 11:19 PM

375 Pontiac Metro Park 7/29/2024 11:19 PM

376 Fort Grounds. The kids love to explore. 7/29/2024 11:17 PM

377 Reservoir great walking path 7/29/2024 11:15 PM

378 Kingsbury. The tradition and mystique of the ball field is majestic along with the fantastic pool. 7/29/2024 11:13 PM

379 Reservoir Recreational Area. Quite and peaceful. Kingsbury is a close second because of the
pickleball courts.

7/29/2024 11:10 PM

380 Bronson. I love the shade and I love the connecting sidewalk to the splash park. I love the
improvements that have been made to the equipment and the shelter houses and how close it
is to the river.

7/29/2024 11:09 PM

381 Bronson/splash pad; it’s free, awesome equipment, modern, and safe 7/29/2024 11:07 PM
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382 Kingsbury, lots to do and by the river 7/29/2024 11:06 PM

383 Fort Grounds and Pontiac Park. The history behind the parks and the waterfront locations, very
well kept.

7/29/2024 11:03 PM

384 Bark and Run. I am able to take my dog somewhere in a well maintained are with only people
who pay for the park

7/29/2024 10:48 PM

385 Bronson- lots of shade, close to Splash park, new sidewalk with kids activities, upgraded
shelter houses, close to river

7/29/2024 10:44 PM

386 Splash Pad and Bronson 7/29/2024 10:33 PM

387 Veteran's Memorial because it has plenty of parking, huge shady trees, and I like to watch the
trains go by.

7/29/2024 10:32 PM

388 Kingsbury- stomping grounds when little 7/29/2024 10:29 PM

389 Veteran’s Memorial because it has plenty of shade and is fun for all 4 of my kids age 5-13. 7/29/2024 10:24 PM

390 Diehl Park because of the different options 7/29/2024 10:22 PM

391 Pontiac with river 7/29/2024 10:21 PM

392 My favorite park is Bronson park because there is so much to do there between the
playground, storybook path, splash pad, ball fields and even sitting and enjoying the view of
the river.

7/29/2024 10:19 PM

393 Bronson. It has the splash pad, storybook walkway, new playgrounds, many pavilions and
room to picnic, and lots of shade.

7/29/2024 10:16 PM

394 Pontiac- clean, well kept, peaceful to sit on swings and overlook river. 7/29/2024 10:12 PM

395 Diehl/Kids Creation because it's age appropriate for our son right now. He loves having the
freedom to run and climb and play and it's easy to use his imagination there. We like that it's
open, yet enclosed and not near a lot of traffic. And the splash pad is perfect because our son
can't swim yet, but loves to play in the water in the summer.

7/29/2024 10:12 PM

396 Reservoir Recreational Area- Parking is adequate 7/29/2024 10:03 PM

397 Pontiac Metro Park.. beautiful views and walkways. Also Healing Hearts Memorial 7/29/2024 9:41 PM

398 Latty’s grove - kids love the train 7/29/2024 8:52 PM

399 Reservoir Recreational Area- love trails 7/29/2024 7:58 PM

400 Splash Pad. Lots of activities to do for kids. Diehl park is a close second because kids
creation is huge and can keep kids occupied for hours

7/29/2024 4:33 PM

401 Fort Grounds view of the rivers 7/29/2024 4:02 PM

402 Fort Grounds, River view 7/29/2024 3:57 PM

403 Kingsbury Park…love the the view of the 2 rivers merging and the little league baseball
diamond is wonderful.

7/29/2024 3:11 PM

404 Kingsbury - pickleball! 7/29/2024 2:53 PM

405 Kingsbury. Love the Pickleball courts. 7/29/2024 2:20 PM

406 Fort Grounds 7/29/2024 1:56 PM

407 Kingsberry. Beautiful and location 7/29/2024 1:36 PM

408 Bronson/ Splash Pad 7/29/2024 10:10 AM

409 Kingsbury has something for all ages and a few items that cater to those with different
physical abilities/disabilities

7/29/2024 9:54 AM

410 Kingsbury - for the pickleball 7/29/2024 9:48 AM

411 Reservoir, family walks on the boardwalk 7/29/2024 9:20 AM
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412 Kingsburry, or the fort grounds. Love the location. Lots of potential. 7/29/2024 8:28 AM

413 Kingsbury. Upgrades have been outstanding. Swimming pool is great. Right next to rivers as
well.

7/29/2024 7:39 AM

414 My kids love the unique play equipment at Kingsbury and Eastside 7/29/2024 12:21 AM

415 Pontiac Park boat launch 7/28/2024 8:12 AM

416 Bronson Park - so much to do. So many happy kids and people having fun. 7/28/2024 12:23 AM

417 Pontiac. Love to run and walk close to the river 7/27/2024 8:58 PM

418 not just one. Kingsbury for fantastic views of the rivers and Shelter houses. Fort
Grounds/Pontiac Park for peaceful, quiet time with views of the rivers.

7/27/2024 3:44 PM

419 Fort grounds and Pontiac because of the river and community activities along it. 7/27/2024 2:33 PM

420 Kingsbury 7/27/2024 2:02 PM

421 I don't have one 7/27/2024 11:14 AM

422 East side park; great park and adequate shade for kids 7/27/2024 10:24 AM

423 Kingsbury. It encompasses everything that is a great about a park: scenic views, playgrounds,
sports, areas for community event.

7/27/2024 8:08 AM

424 I don't have a favorite. They all are helpful to my specific needs at the time 7/27/2024 7:43 AM
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Q5 How do you travel to and from the parks in Defiance?
Answered: 538 Skipped: 5

Total Respondents: 538  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Running, bicycle, walking. 9/12/2024 11:51 AM

2 Skateboarding 8/29/2024 8:59 PM

3 Jogging 8/5/2024 8:50 AM

4 Running 8/3/2024 6:36 PM

5 Nu 8/2/2024 5:37 AM

6 Kayak 8/1/2024 3:18 PM

7 My work truck 7/31/2024 2:20 PM

8 Motorcycle 7/30/2024 9:40 PM

9 running 7/30/2024 2:35 PM

10 Running 7/30/2024 9:44 AM

11 Drive there 7/30/2024 9:33 AM
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12 Boat, need more access points! 7/29/2024 11:31 PM

13 Boat 7/29/2024 10:31 PM
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1 Traffic 9/12/2024 10:08 PM

2 I go to the Independence dam 9/12/2024 9:43 AM

3 Although I no longer reside in Defiance, I grew up there. I do come to the parks to walk and
sometimes bring my grandkids to play.

9/11/2024 5:38 PM

4 Not a priority 9/8/2024 10:05 AM

5 I choose to visit less because there are too many, and too much money is being put into the
upkeep of parks that are not needed.

9/6/2024 4:54 PM

6 Very nice facilities 9/5/2024 12:47 PM

7 We really enjoy Eastside Park, but haven't felt safe there often so we have been steering clear. 9/5/2024 10:33 AM

8 would like to be able to drive along beside the Maumee River and actually see it. When driving
along, you cannot see a thing. Cutting the trees back and the shubbery down, at least from
Carpenter Road to the bridge would be VERY nice. rubbery down would be very nice.

8/30/2024 6:48 PM

9 We no longer have young children/grandchildren, so playgrounds don't matter to us any more.
We go to the parks primarily to attend concerts and events being held there. Can't physically
play sports like pickle ball.

8/19/2024 10:33 AM

10 Add some eateries 8/12/2024 4:34 PM

11 I live in the county and do not make a special trip to visit the park parks. 8/12/2024 1:18 PM

12 Parking in Pontiac 8/9/2024 10:49 PM

13 Not much to do but sit there 8/8/2024 7:31 PM

14 Having a fenced in park would be fantastic! 8/1/2024 7:34 PM

15 I would visit more if there were more walking paths along the river front/wooded areas 8/1/2024 2:51 AM

16 I am not originally from the area, and don't know much about other parks 7/31/2024 9:59 PM

17 Independence Dam State Park has more to offer--longer walks and bike rides including the tow
path.

7/31/2024 9:16 PM

18 I do wish the parks were fenced in around the plays areas to keep children safer 7/31/2024 8:29 PM

19 I prefer to visit the Independence Dam 7/31/2024 5:19 PM

20 No reason to go there 7/31/2024 2:00 PM

21 restroom access 7/30/2024 12:04 PM

22 I have disabled children and I feel the arks aren't so safe for children that wander due to no
fences being up around rivers for safety and my children are autistic and the number one
leading cause of death in autistic children is drowning the fact that there is no safety around
the rivers in town in parks makes us less likely to visit the parks for safety of our kids. We
used to go with our oldest all the time but he did not have the same special needs. Also when
we did go to Riverside park last years ago we found drug paraphernalia and drugs are awful in
our town we even found drug paraphernalia in a j and m cab as well the fact that drug use is
higher everywhere at this time in the US makes me less likely to visit public parks due to the
risks to my children who do not understand they cannot just grab anything they see. So in
conclusion we do not visit parks due to safety concerns and we would like to buy cannot until
there are safety barriers around the rivers by the parks

7/30/2024 10:39 AM

23 Would love a free dog park. Like most cities have. 7/30/2024 9:43 AM

24 Na 7/30/2024 9:33 AM

25 Can’t drive, high anxiety 7/30/2024 9:26 AM

26 Sometimes the clientele is not great for young kids to be around. The parks are near
apartments that tend to lead to unsupervised kids or adults who do not act appropriately for the
setting.

7/30/2024 6:29 AM

27 We live out in the country in Tinora District, and there are not many parks our direction 7/29/2024 10:20 AM
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28 I don’t feel our water front park is appealing! 7/27/2024 5:07 AM36  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan
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Q7 Do any of the following physical barriers restrict or prevent you from
using Defiance parks? Please check all that apply.

Answered: 420 Skipped: 123

Total Respondents: 420  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 restroom facilities can be difficult for older citizens to access/cleanliness 9/12/2024 3:58 PM

2 Most have no seating 9/12/2024 9:43 AM

3 People have a problem cleaning up after their dogs. 9/11/2024 6:25 PM

4 I the parks with playground equipment generally do not have shade of any kind which is a huge
drawback for me. Also when a park is labeled accessible it cannot have shredded bark but
must have a solid surface

9/11/2024 5:38 PM

5 Not ALL of the parks are ADA accessible. We cannot walk but a very short distance, but we
sure would like to fish.

8/30/2024 6:48 PM
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

None of the above
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79.76% 335

6.90% 29

6.90% 29

6.19% 26

4.05% 17

2.62% 11

Q7 Do any of the following physical barriers restrict or prevent you from
using Defiance parks? Please check all that apply.

Answered: 420 Skipped: 123

Total Respondents: 420  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 restroom facilities can be difficult for older citizens to access/cleanliness 9/12/2024 3:58 PM

2 Most have no seating 9/12/2024 9:43 AM

3 People have a problem cleaning up after their dogs. 9/11/2024 6:25 PM

4 I the parks with playground equipment generally do not have shade of any kind which is a huge
drawback for me. Also when a park is labeled accessible it cannot have shredded bark but
must have a solid surface

9/11/2024 5:38 PM

5 Not ALL of the parks are ADA accessible. We cannot walk but a very short distance, but we
sure would like to fish.

8/30/2024 6:48 PM
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None of the above

Parks are too far from my home

Lack of accessible parking
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The park is not ADA accessible

Physical access to the park or its equipment
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6 Bathrooms are often far away and hard to change individuals in 8/22/2024 2:16 PM

7 Other activites get there part indenpentance park 8/7/2024 4:32 PM

8 There needs to be an accessible park on the north side of town 8/2/2024 10:53 AM

9 My son eloped- we have no fully enclosed public parks in defiance. 8/1/2024 7:34 PM

10 Over grown weeds and scrub brush ,trees that block the view of the river 8/1/2024 8:01 AM

11 Not me specifically but I have friends with children with disabilities and teach student with
disabilities who would benefit greatly from a completely inclusive and accessible playground

7/31/2024 8:29 PM

12 Reside outside of the city limits 7/31/2024 12:12 PM

13 Not always friendly for young kids 7/31/2024 6:53 AM

14 The City needs more sidewalks and shared use paths so that children and the disabled can
access the parks.

7/30/2024 2:27 PM

15 Diehl Park restrooms are not very accessible and lack ADA accessibilty. They are kept in poor
quality, and their is little access during large events.

7/30/2024 12:04 PM

16 Water is often too low in reservoir, plus people parking in front of the boat ramp 7/30/2024 10:46 AM

17 Parks need safety barriers in place around rivers for the special needs children in our
community that do not understand they cannot just run and especially the autism community
that wanders or runs. One in 36 children are diagnosed with autism each year up from one in
120 in 2000. In a lot of autistic children wandering happens it's dangerous for them and for
others as it's not rare anymore and I feel our parks would greatly benefit from more safety
around rivers still leaving access to the river for people to fish or visit but there needs to be
more safety in the parks

7/30/2024 10:39 AM

18 It's not exactly what you're asking and it's doesn't keep me from it, but there is more that there
is a lack of parking at Diehl Park during softball/baseball season that causes many issues

7/30/2024 9:49 AM

19 Na 7/30/2024 9:33 AM

20 Lack of any parking at Diehl during ball season 7/30/2024 6:52 AM

21 Charging a cover for public park festivities 7/29/2024 11:31 PM

22 No sidewalks connecting Diehl Park 7/29/2024 11:09 PM

23 Wish the water was were cleaned up more from logs and debris for boats 7/29/2024 9:13 PM

24 Need better waking/bike access from Kettering Hills 7/29/2024 4:33 PM

25 Disabled father of 2 if I can't safely interact with my kids at the park we choose somewhere
else

7/29/2024 9:20 AM

26 docks are too high above the waterline for me to get into/out of boats safely or at all :( I'm an
older citizen

7/27/2024 3:44 PM
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Q8 What specific activities do you and your family engage in when visiting
Defiance parks? Please check all that apply.

Answered: 531 Skipped: 12
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72.32% 384

56.50% 300

48.59% 258

44.63% 237

42.75% 227

39.74% 211

38.98% 207

34.09% 181

23.73% 126

17.70% 94

11.11% 59

9.79% 52

6.78% 36

5.65% 30

5.46% 29

Total Respondents: 531  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Walking my dog 9/13/2024 12:03 AM

2 Work 9/12/2024 12:13 AM

3 Work 9/11/2024 10:21 PM

4 Throwing ball with my dog 9/11/2024 6:25 PM

5 Pickle ball 9/11/2024 5:24 PM

6 Homeschooling 9/5/2024 10:33 AM

7 Walking the dog 8/31/2024 3:55 AM

8 Boating on the Maumee and Auglaize Rivers. 8/26/2024 6:32 PM

9 Hiking 8/21/2024 9:41 AM

10 None 8/18/2024 9:42 PM

11 Storywalk 8/13/2024 2:54 PM

12 Photography 8/9/2024 10:35 AM

13 Walking pets 8/8/2024 3:18 PM

14 watching others enjoy the parks kingsbury pool , splash pad 8/7/2024 4:32 PM

15 Dog Walking 8/6/2024 5:11 PM

16 Volleyball 8/3/2024 8:25 PM

17 dog-friendly events and activities 7/31/2024 9:59 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Nature walks / wildlife viewing

Relaxation

Playground equipment

Park programs / events (Art in the Park, Music on the Maumee, etc.)

Swimming / splash pad

Sports (baseball, pickleball, soccer, etc.)

Gatherings (meeting with friends or family)

Picnics

Fitness / jogging

Biking

Fishing

Non-motorized water activities (kayaking, canoeing, etc.)

Motorized water activities (boating, tubing, etc.)

Other (please specify)

Disc golf
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18 Running 7/31/2024 9:50 PM

19 Walking 7/31/2024 12:35 PM

20 We as a family used the maumee for boating 40+year. Wish the state dock ramp was in better
shape than it is now

7/30/2024 6:52 PM

21 Walk dogs 7/30/2024 2:58 PM

22 Dog walks 7/30/2024 9:59 AM

23 Na 7/30/2024 9:33 AM

24 Metal detecting 7/30/2024 9:09 AM

25 Dog walking 7/30/2024 8:07 AM

26 Walking & photography 7/30/2024 5:42 AM

27 tennis 7/30/2024 4:52 AM

28 Sledding 7/29/2024 11:13 PM

29 Story walk at Bronson with the musical instruments, too. 7/29/2024 10:52 PM

30 I used to use Pontiac for boating but I can't anymore because of the docks. 7/27/2024 3:44 PM
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75.56% 405

19.03% 102

3.92% 21

1.12% 6

0.37% 2

Q9 Do you agree or disagree that Defiance parks are an essential service
in the community?

Answered: 536 Skipped: 7
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Q10 In your opinion, what benefits do Defiance parks provide to the
community? Please check all that apply.

Answered: 529 Skipped: 14
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65.03% 344

75.24% 398

83.18% 440

83.93% 444

48.02% 254

49.34% 261

33.84% 179

32.89% 174

29.68% 157

2.27% 12

Total Respondents: 529  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Cultural opportunities 9/13/2024 12:03 AM

2 promotes sense of community and traditions such as the fireworks -where families have
traditions as to what side of the bank they sit on

9/9/2024 9:21 AM

3 None of the above 9/4/2024 9:32 AM

4 Place for kids 8/31/2024 8:34 AM

5 I think you do a good job of outdoor activities, but shy away from senior mobility. We are very
much aware and would like to get out and enjoy just as much as the next person.

8/30/2024 6:48 PM

6 Free activities for kids 8/2/2024 7:00 AM

7 Sports 7/31/2024 8:32 AM

8 Improve the parks we have, what new employees are going to mow and protect the parks.
Focus on the here and now

7/30/2024 2:41 PM

9 Na 7/30/2024 9:33 AM

10 Grandkids sports 7/30/2024 6:52 AM

11 The way the question is worded leads me to conclude a snapshot of the current benefit. I
would prefer to see more emphasis on the connectivity and tourism aspect

7/27/2024 7:43 AM

12 Not really sure 7/27/2024 5:07 AM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Environmental benefits (such as wildlife habitats)

Increased quality of life

Health and wellness

Opportunities to spend time with family and friends

Connectivity (trails, greenways, etc.)

Stewardship of natural areas and historical sites

Tourism

Educational resources

Enhance economic growth

Other (please specify)
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56.03% 302

35.62% 192

4.27% 23

2.23% 12

1.86% 10

Q11 How important is it for the City of Defiance to invest more money in
Defiance parks?

Answered: 539 Skipped: 4
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72.78% 393

8.15% 44

19.07% 103

Q12 Would you support additional funding for the Defiance Parks and
Recreational Department with the specific focus of providing improvements

or new amenities within the parks?
Answered: 540 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 540
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46  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  47



City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

35 / 119

30.13% 160

45.57% 242

24.29% 129

Q13 Do you use local rivers for water sports or boating, including non-
motorized activities like kayaking and canoeing?

Answered: 531 Skipped: 12

TOTAL 531

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

No, but I
would like to

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

No, but I would like to

City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

35 / 119

30.13% 160

45.57% 242

24.29% 129

Q13 Do you use local rivers for water sports or boating, including non-
motorized activities like kayaking and canoeing?

Answered: 531 Skipped: 12
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73.54% 139

82.01% 155

46.03% 87

Q14 If yes, which rivers do you utilize. Check all that apply.
Answered: 189 Skipped: 354

Total Respondents: 189  
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Q14 If yes, which rivers do you utilize. Check all that apply.
Answered: 189 Skipped: 354
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63.56% 239

35.11% 132

18.62% 70

11.97% 45

11.44% 43

10.37% 39

9.57% 36

Q15 If you answered no, why not? Check all that apply.
Answered: 376 Skipped: 167

Total Respondents: 376  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 It's time consuming to load up the kayaks and drive to the river 9/12/2024 9:14 PM

2 Age and physical problems 9/12/2024 9:45 AM

3 I question the water quality but I don’t know if it’s unhealthy 9/12/2024 12:14 AM

4 I do question the water quality 9/11/2024 10:22 PM

5 Own lake Property 9/5/2024 12:38 PM

6 Have yet to register kayak and lack of childcare. 9/5/2024 10:33 AM

7 I would like to see places to dock our boat and walk downtown to restaurants and other places. 8/30/2024 4:03 PM
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I do not own a boat, kayak, paddleboard, etc.

Poor water quality

The rivers are not adequately maintained

I prefer dry land

There is not easy access to the waterways

Other (please specify)

I use waterways in other areas outside of Defiance
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And just more places to dock in general.

8 Add some eateries. This town is boring AF bring some money and jobs here 8/12/2024 4:34 PM

9 Unsure of water quality 8/9/2024 4:31 PM

10 I have lung disease and can't do much physically. However my wife and I eating by the
Maumee river . It's relaxing.

8/9/2024 4:06 AM

11 Use to own a boat. We never used the river because of the filthy water. 8/8/2024 8:43 PM

12 Used to when I was young 8/8/2024 6:28 PM

13 N/A 8/7/2024 11:07 PM

14 Kayak launch 8/6/2024 12:44 PM

15 To old 8/3/2024 9:30 PM

16 lack of health for kayaking etc and lack of finances for boat 8/3/2024 11:28 AM

17 I live on a lake 8/2/2024 6:54 PM

18 Need new transportation for my canoe 8/2/2024 5:16 PM

19 Answered to express that many water hazards are not removed making it difficult to boat on
the local rivers. A boater with no experience will ruin a prop on their first trip out due to old
unmarked, submerged bridge foundations no longer used.

7/31/2024 9:19 PM

20 Could use better kayak launch sites 7/31/2024 8:30 PM

21 Can't swim 7/31/2024 3:10 PM

22 The river smells so bad. I would like to see more amenities by the river, but I think the smell
would have to be addressed first, because I couldn't try to enjoy an ice cream cone with that
smell wafting in my face.

7/31/2024 10:38 AM

23 Dirty river. Brown. 7/31/2024 9:52 AM

24 N/A 7/30/2024 7:48 PM

25 We currently are retired from boating. But many younger families may 7/30/2024 6:53 PM

26 Don't have the free time 7/30/2024 2:41 PM

27 These selected make it more difficult to use the waterways but dint prevent it 7/30/2024 1:46 PM

28 Use to when we were younger. 7/30/2024 12:11 PM

29 Sewage going into rivers not necessarily from defiance but rural areas that flow into our river
and the risk of drowning for my children

7/30/2024 10:40 AM

30 The rivers here are a wonderful asset to Defiance, however, with lack of amenities and the river
not being cleared of hazards, it's harder to enjoy.

7/30/2024 10:10 AM

31 Live in Florida but visit family in Defiance 7/30/2024 9:50 AM

32 Na 7/30/2024 9:33 AM

33 Dont do the boating myself but love to see prople kayavking, boating and fishing. 7/30/2024 5:44 AM

34 There are not many places to launch a kayak- I would like to see more availability. 7/29/2024 10:46 PM

35 Utilize motorized boat on all 3 rivers 7/29/2024 10:32 PM

36 Wish the water was were cleaned up more from logs and debris for boats 7/29/2024 9:14 PM

37 Time constraints 7/29/2024 4:33 PM

38 Would like to kayak the rivers but lack of handicap accessible entrance and exit points 7/29/2024 9:22 AM

39 Since I primarily use waterways for fishing, access, water quality are very important. I would
love more ways for the water to be used for simple sightseeing, relaxation opportunities

7/27/2024 7:46 AM
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Q16 Would the availability of amenities on or near the water such as
dining, ice cream, shopping, watercraft rental, and others encourage you to

use the waterways more often?
Answered: 530 Skipped: 13
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Q17 To ensure the Master Plan promotes an equitable parks and riverfront
system, what communities do you think should receive particular focus

during the planning process and in the final plan? Select your top 3
priorities.

Answered: 460 Skipped: 83
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53.26% 245

40.43% 186

38.91% 179

37.17% 171

32.83% 151

19.35% 89

18.04% 83

17.39% 80

5.65% 26

Total Respondents: 460  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 It demanded if the community wants a park. Older neighborhoods might not want or use a park
compared to a neighborhood with kids

9/12/2024 9:20 PM

2 Equal access for all! 9/5/2024 12:53 PM

3 Maintain current facilities 8/11/2024 10:23 PM

4 Any community that has children should have access to a park, whether it be for a playground,
sports, family picnic area or swimming opportunities. Kids need to be outside! Bike paths and
walking trails

8/9/2024 4:52 PM

5 Old SK lot should be a park 8/9/2024 10:50 AM

6 Parks that have play equipment designed for all abilities. 8/5/2024 10:53 PM

7 This is a terrible question 8/1/2024 11:07 PM

8 Communities that express an interest in and desire for more parks 7/31/2024 10:10 PM

9 Location depends on the improvement being considered. 7/31/2024 9:27 PM

10 The disabilities community areas 7/31/2024 8:40 PM

11 Riverfront restaurants and other merchants that are accessible by boat 7/31/2024 11:04 AM

12 This is a dumb question 7/31/2024 9:32 AM

13 The Reservoir needs an extension of the trail from the boardwalk back to the parking area. It
should be along the wooded area. It could be just stone.

7/30/2024 7:17 PM

14 Focus needs to maintain and improve what we have. Your city has staffing and manpower
issues and your spending 200k on a parks study. Misappropriation of funds

7/30/2024 2:47 PM

15 Areas where special needs children and adults frequent or would like to go to mainly river front
safety concerns

7/30/2024 10:53 AM

16 Spend that money on something much more important. 7/30/2024 10:23 AM

17 This is an irrelevant question 7/30/2024 7:45 AM

18 Everyone should be treated equally, don't want to hear equitable 7/30/2024 7:10 AM

19 Developing and maintaining better access to the rivers including boat ramps and docks. 7/30/2024 6:43 AM

20 The whole community with the goal of connectivity. 7/30/2024 6:01 AM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

The waterways of the Maumee, Auglaize, and Tiffin Rivers

Communities located along the rivers

Communities with the greatest need for the shade, air quality, and water quality benefits provided by parks and open
spaces

Communities with the greatest need for the health and wellness benefits of parks

Communities with a history of deteriorating parks and other public facilities and services

Communities with lower median household income and home values

Communities with relatively low rates of current park and open space visitation

Communities that are the farthest away from parks and open spaces
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21 Communities that want to grow tourism and local businesses around the rivers 7/29/2024 10:17 PM

22 Put in access to enjoy downtown via boating pleaae 7/29/2024 4:36 PM

23 Disabled community 7/29/2024 9:34 AM

24 Focus on what we have. 7/29/2024 8:31 AM

25 Easy access to launch & park boats. 7/28/2024 8:35 AM

26 I would like more historical use of the parks with histories of important Defiance events lifted
up. Get Buchman park done.

7/27/2024 8:00 AM
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40.43% 186

38.91% 179

37.17% 171

32.83% 151

19.35% 89

18.04% 83

17.39% 80

5.65% 26

Total Respondents: 460  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 It demanded if the community wants a park. Older neighborhoods might not want or use a park
compared to a neighborhood with kids

9/12/2024 9:20 PM

2 Equal access for all! 9/5/2024 12:53 PM

3 Maintain current facilities 8/11/2024 10:23 PM

4 Any community that has children should have access to a park, whether it be for a playground,
sports, family picnic area or swimming opportunities. Kids need to be outside! Bike paths and
walking trails

8/9/2024 4:52 PM

5 Old SK lot should be a park 8/9/2024 10:50 AM

6 Parks that have play equipment designed for all abilities. 8/5/2024 10:53 PM

7 This is a terrible question 8/1/2024 11:07 PM

8 Communities that express an interest in and desire for more parks 7/31/2024 10:10 PM

9 Location depends on the improvement being considered. 7/31/2024 9:27 PM

10 The disabilities community areas 7/31/2024 8:40 PM

11 Riverfront restaurants and other merchants that are accessible by boat 7/31/2024 11:04 AM

12 This is a dumb question 7/31/2024 9:32 AM

13 The Reservoir needs an extension of the trail from the boardwalk back to the parking area. It
should be along the wooded area. It could be just stone.

7/30/2024 7:17 PM

14 Focus needs to maintain and improve what we have. Your city has staffing and manpower
issues and your spending 200k on a parks study. Misappropriation of funds

7/30/2024 2:47 PM

15 Areas where special needs children and adults frequent or would like to go to mainly river front
safety concerns

7/30/2024 10:53 AM

16 Spend that money on something much more important. 7/30/2024 10:23 AM

17 This is an irrelevant question 7/30/2024 7:45 AM

18 Everyone should be treated equally, don't want to hear equitable 7/30/2024 7:10 AM

19 Developing and maintaining better access to the rivers including boat ramps and docks. 7/30/2024 6:43 AM

20 The whole community with the goal of connectivity. 7/30/2024 6:01 AM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

The waterways of the Maumee, Auglaize, and Tiffin Rivers

Communities located along the rivers

Communities with the greatest need for the shade, air quality, and water quality benefits provided by parks and open
spaces

Communities with the greatest need for the health and wellness benefits of parks

Communities with a history of deteriorating parks and other public facilities and services

Communities with lower median household income and home values

Communities with relatively low rates of current park and open space visitation

Communities that are the farthest away from parks and open spaces

Other (please specify)
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Q18 Out of the list below, please identify the top 5 park activities that you
and your family would be most likely to participate in, if available:

Answered: 452 Skipped: 91
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Q19 Out of the list below, what are the 5 most important park programs
that you feel the Park Department should provide:

Answered: 471 Skipped: 72
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Q20 What programs and activities would you like the City of Defiance to
enhance or add? Please choose your top 5.

Answered: 476 Skipped: 67
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Q21 Out of the following, what facilities should the City of Defiance focus
on? Please choose your top 5.

Answered: 478 Skipped: 65
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Q22 If there was better connectivity and safer pedestrian routes to and
from the parks in Defiance, would that encourage you to visit more often?
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Q23 When you image what the Defiance park system could look like in 25
years, what are the most important community benefits you hope become

part of the vision and roadmap provided by this Master Plan?
Answered: 477 Skipped: 66
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Q24 Do you have big ideas for the future of the parks and riverfront in the
City of Defiance? If so, what is it?

Answered: 196 Skipped: 347

# RESPONSES DATE

1 A Inclusive complex that would facilitate roller hockey / roller skating in the warmer weather
and ice skating / ice hockey teams but also times for non organized use. Designate food truck
area with in walking distance in a park setting with seating or side street that is reoccurring (
once a month or twice a month ,with electric available ,there could be live music ( acoustic) or
3 piece bands . ( Jazz ,folk , blues ECT. I have lots of suggestions ...

9/13/2024 12:41 AM

2 Build more pickleball courts at Diehl Park. 9/12/2024 10:14 PM

3 Connectivity is huge! Connecting the city with bike/walking paths/sidewalks to the parks 9/12/2024 9:20 PM

4 There has been significant monetary investments in the existing Defiance parks as well as
new or expanded parks. After these recent investments, why is a Master Plan being developed
now, rather than prior to the recent investments?

9/12/2024 4:06 PM

5 Connecting Pontiac, the fort, down the west bank of the Auglaze through Riverside Park, cross
the Auglaze and prcede north on the east bank to Kingsbury. Then east along the south bank
of the Maumee behind Mercy hospital...

9/12/2024 12:08 PM

6 The Tridge. A three sided bridge connecting Kingsbury, Pontiac, and the Fort Grounds (could
be seasonal, removed for the winter.) Also, build tunnel u der railroad tracks to Latty’s Grove,
tear down old Junior High, leave the Auditorium and make one long park from the Triangle all
the way to Latty’s. For street festivals this would ensure safe pedestrian zones from Clinton
Street from Second St all the way to Latty’s.

9/12/2024 11:11 AM

7 After visiting 4 of the parks this week while having our 2 1/2 year old grandson I would like to
see more playground equipment suited for his age group. He had fun but lots of things we had
to be right there with him to do.

9/12/2024 9:19 AM

8 Lighted walking loops or paths, amphitheaters, firepits, unique art and sculptures to attract
tourists like “the bean” in Chicago, gazebos and shaded seating, cascading water features and
fountains, lookup “unboring park bench designs”, walking tours

9/12/2024 12:33 AM

9 After visiting other cities with restaurants with outdoor seating by the rivers, it would be a nice
addition to Defiance. Also walkways with seating to sit with friends and enjoy nature with
beautiful landscapes.

9/11/2024 10:14 PM

10 Boat docks, accessing downtown 9/11/2024 8:13 PM

11 Inclusive parks suitable for everyone in the area. While areas meet ADA compliance, Defiance
can and should do better. ADA is the bare minimum standard, we can strive to be not only
accessible, but inclusive. Inclusive parks in the region are well used and attended because
they being everyone together.

9/11/2024 7:14 PM

12 Another dog park 9/11/2024 6:35 PM

13 No big ideas, but I have noticed the improvements and that is a step in the right direction. I'd
like to see the river areas developed a little more. It would be lovely to be able to have lunch or
dinner along the river. Maybe add an amptheater for concerts. Not to cast shadow but I find the
parks in Bryan are designed quite well. Lots of waling paths, easy to walk from one park to
another, shade, ampitheater...

9/11/2024 5:50 PM

14 NO tridge! 9/11/2024 5:30 PM

15 I would like it if they would trim the trees back along the river so we can see the river from the
parks and the roadways.

9/11/2024 5:13 PM

16 I feel if there were restraunts/bars/shops along the riverfront with outdoor seating, it would 9/9/2024 10:16 AM

City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey
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encourage people to enjoy the space. Because of flooding, a nice food truck alley could be a
good alternative to permanent structures. A nice well-kept public restroom would be a must.

17 Restaurant with a view of the rivers, next to park with a shelter/riverside walking paths, boat up
parking.

9/8/2024 10:36 AM

18 No ideas, keep up the great work with the pickleball courts! 9/6/2024 3:58 PM

19 Fix the sewage system in Kingsbury so it never stinks. 9/6/2024 9:07 AM

20 Pave kingsbury and eliminate the gravel roads and add more parking areas. In the future,
enhance the Pickleball area and potentially add more courts. Thanks.

9/6/2024 6:32 AM

21 Kingsbury needs better signage. People have a hard time finding pickleball courts for
tournaments

9/5/2024 3:06 PM

22 We need a building where we can play pickleball in the winter 9/5/2024 1:47 PM

23 Web cams for the facilities 9/5/2024 12:53 PM

24 Love love love ❤ 9/5/2024 10:41 AM

25 A commercial area for dining/beverages on the river to incorporate in DORA. It's hilarious we
are trying to call ourselves "trail town" when we have next to no trails in town.

9/4/2024 5:37 PM

26 Would love to see the "tridge" come to life! 9/4/2024 11:10 AM

27 Bring back Preston Island amusement!! 100+ years has been long enough! Also, the tri-bridge
idea was genius, bring it back too! That would be the best tourist attractor for economic
development for this city. Defiance is the best and can be better!

9/3/2024 9:48 PM

28 No tridge, I think that it is tacky 9/3/2024 12:50 PM

29 My thoughts are that the parks budget is currently big enough to accomplish what is needed in
the future, making improvements and adding amenities gradually over the years as the budget
allows. We do not need any more parks. We have lots of new playground equipment. We just
need to focus on the details of each park we already have, and fix what needs to be fixed. For
instance, Latty's Grove park (yes, we seniors who have spent our lifetimes here will always
call it Latty's Grove!!) has zero connectivity for walkers. None. Off Clinton St. and onto
Williams, an old barely-visible sidewalk intersects with the sidewalk under the viaduct. This
goes for about 20-30 feet, then stops well short of the edge of the park. Weed trees -
specifically invasive Tree of Heaven - along the railroad embankment, are encroaching upon
what pavement is there. People - including parents with strollers, and older people - have to
walk on the grass for a significant distance before there is a again paved sidewalk at the park,
which runs along the curb directly in front of the parking spaces - where vehicles block part of
said sidewalk much of the time due to pulling too far forward. At the other end of the park, this
sidewalk stops where the parking ends. There is no paved connection to the sidewalk on
Wayne St., thus forcing walkers/strollers/bikes to traverse lumpy grass or go out into the street
to get to the sidewalk again. It has been this way for 50+ YEARS. Has no one in the city
charged with overseeing the parks noticed this?? This needs fixed NOW. A similar condition
exists on Ralston Avenue as regards Diehl Park access. I lived in the neighborhood from 1964
until 2018. The sidewalk along West Sessions/Ralston ends at the 900 block. It ended there in
1964, and still does. Around 1972, Diehl Park was built from a former crop field. The park has
been enhanced over the years to where it is now heavily used as the city's premier softball
park, as well as for baseball. And pedestrians walking or riding west along Ralston toward
Wemor St., which leads back to the park, STILL have to proceed on the grass or on the street
shoulder of a state route and heavy traffic street. Connecting this pavement should also be
done immediately! (As an aside, this sidewalk should be continued all the way to Wooded
Acres' entrance - and incorporated into the future roundabout. To provide safe pedestrian
access to that neighborhood as well as medical offices, hospital, and Dunkin' Donuts.) Tons of
money has been spent building super-wide "multi-use pathways" in areas of town where there
are no parks and sparse housing - along Cleveland Avenue, for instance. But not one dollar to
provide safe paved connections to the two above mentioned parks from legacy neighborhood
sidewalks, in high vehicular traffic areas. Karnes Avenue now has beautiful curbs and wide
sidewalks. Let's pour some concrete on Williams and Ralston to connect the two older parks to
their higher-density neighborhoods and the rest of the city. These sidewalk connections must
be priority one. If the City wants increased park usage, then the parks MUST be accessible for

9/3/2024 12:43 PM
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strollers, wagons, roller skates, tricycles, bicycles, motorized handicap scooters, walkers - any
of the wheeled items that people of all ages rely upon for getting from one place to another.

30 A well protected (policed) community, less drugs and homeless. 8/31/2024 8:48 AM

31 I can’t wait to see what is next! 8/30/2024 10:07 AM

32 The proposition of an amphitheater and food truck park is an amazing idea. It’s in the empty lot
with a hill that leads to the river to the left side of the bridge in downtown. It would be a great
area for day and night life especially with the yearly festivals. It would bring in live bands and
draw in more attention to the city. Not only would it give access to downtown it would be
accessible to the historic library and Fort Defiance Park across the street. A park rich in
history and architecture. It would also connect to a bridge that crosses over to Pontiac park. A
comfortable park to relax and enjoy good views of the two rivers. Another proposal was a
pedestrian walking bridge across the two rivers which is another great idea because it would
connect Fort Defiance Park and Pontiac Park to Kingsbury Park. A park that is more active
and hosts events such as the 4th of July Fireworks. This park also has many things to do
such as playgrounds, a pool, a baseball field and tennis courts. This area also has the
potential for more activities such as a city skate park, basketball hoops, and volleyball nets.
Overall I think suggestions of the amphitheater and food truck park along with the pedestrian
bridge would draw major attention to the two rivers parks as well as the downtown. I think it
would also make Defiance a lot more accessible and connected as well as more productive
and bring in attention to the city.

8/29/2024 10:01 PM

33 DO NOT RUIN THE CONFLUENCE of the Maumee and Auglaize Rivers and it’s natural beauty
with THAT STUPID TRIDGE!!!!!

8/28/2024 2:22 PM

34 Rails to trails. Longer paths for riding not just in town 8/22/2024 3:45 PM

35 I would love an indoor park for year-round access. More accessibility at all parks 8/22/2024 2:06 PM

36 The dam trail needs to be cleaned up. Spiderwebs, narrow, freaky buildings, lost connection to
Napoleon in one spot, not wide enough in some areas, just not maintained. Would also like to
see more boats on the water at the north end with docking area and restaurant…cleaner water
quality in river.

8/21/2024 9:50 AM

37 Maybe put a roundabout in every park. 8/20/2024 5:22 PM

38 A rail park.. simular to deshlers 8/19/2024 4:56 AM

39 A park system like Oak Openings, especially a rails to trail setting along with wooded bike and
walking trails.

8/18/2024 8:18 AM

40 I would love to see one of the parks feature winter activities. I know the sledding hill at the
reservoir was an asset but an ice rink would be beneficial and maybe a place that focused on
winter activities. I also wish we had a skate park. That focused on space to skate as a family
and for skateboard and biking tricks.

8/17/2024 10:42 PM

41 No big ideas, but it would have been nice to also state where the first mentioned parks are, as
we older citizens knew them by different names.

8/17/2024 3:59 PM

42 Kids creation needs to be updated. There is too much Vandalism there. 8/16/2024 7:05 PM

43 Pickle ball 8/15/2024 9:40 AM

44 One thing that I would like is one or two days a week where you could visit the Fort Grounds &
Bronson Park without having the loud music from the Splash Pad & the Kingsbury pool
playing. It would be nice to have a quiet walk along the sidewalks where you can talk with
people or share the storywalk without all the added noise. I understand the need to have the
music sometimes, but it is also sometimes nice to have quiet. It seems there is noise &
business everywhere & not enough quiet space.

8/13/2024 3:09 PM

45 Make the river a fun atmosphere add eateries and liven this place up. Defiance is boring AF
bring money and a nice atmosphere to this bs town

8/12/2024 4:37 PM

46 Love the idea of a pedestrian bridge from Pontiac to kingsbury! Please don’t forget about Kids
Creation!

8/12/2024 1:24 PM

47 Amphitheater for more live music to promote local music scene/talent. Look at toledo's new
glass city park for examples for kayak rentals, walking trails and community area. Great area

8/12/2024 12:51 PM

to do so many things.
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to do so many things.

48 Update the ones we have already…we have enough 8/10/2024 10:01 PM

49 I think if Defiance had boat docks/launches located on the Maumee near the downtown area,
plus opportunities for eating, drinking, shopping, and relaxing, it could be a wonderful attraction
for residents and out-of-towners. A band shell, ice cream, food, drink, picnic tables and shelter
houses on the river would be a nice draw. That area could also host a farmers market, Lilac
festival, Ribfest, etc.

8/10/2024 9:51 AM

50 City should buy the land behind the college, Put in a walking , biking trail that would connect
on stadium drive somewhere and continue to the river somehow.

8/10/2024 8:39 AM

51 Many of our parks meet specific needs - Kingsbury (swimming, picnic, baseball, pickleball)
Bronson - picnic, softball, splash pad, story walk Reservoir - walking, fishing Pontiac - walking,
fishing, history, boat launch Diehl - playground, ball parks, picnic shelters Latty’s Grove -
playground, picnic, ball field Riverside - soccer I would like to see a park with a concert stage
area, restrooms, waterfront restaurant, boat dock I think a restroom at Pontiac would be nice
for boaters and during different events (fireworks, river/boat shows,) I know restrooms are
expensive, need to be maintained and can have vandalism. A park with boat/kayak rentals
would be nice. I’m a retired educator and encourage parks for kids.

8/9/2024 4:52 PM

52 Focus on street and parking maintenance for park visitors. 8/9/2024 2:26 PM

53 I would like to see Preston Island area become accessible with a temporary bridge even if it’s
only a couple times a year. I’d like to see the trails from all the parks to the rivers be cleared,
especially at the Dam. The trail off second street behind the hospital by the sheriff station
could use some native flora and that could be turned into more of a picnic area at the least,
also there’s so many bird species so it could have fun nature signs too. That area seems so
under utilized. Maybe trim the tall trees so see more of the river too. Also please acquire the
old sk lot if you haven’t already and make it a skate park/picnic area. There’s forest trails there
too. It would make this side of town more appealing to residents and visitors. Thank you for
listening to my ideas.

8/9/2024 10:50 AM

54 I would like for the city to buy more surrounding property around Kingsbury park make it bigger
for more activities to take place.

8/9/2024 5:27 AM

55 Food vendors at the Dam on the weekends would be nice . 8/9/2024 4:14 AM

56 More fountains!! 8/8/2024 10:25 PM

57 Food truck Fridays on both sides of the river in the parks. The city needs to use the River
Moore effectively. The river is one of the biggest assets the city parks system has and for the
most part it’s not used regularly for events in the city. I remember growing up as a youth in the
city and multiple time In The summer the river was used for events with music, ski boats the
banks where always full of people. Now no one comes to the river for events unless it’s the
fireworks on the 4th of July. This year multiple music days at kings berry park. But why on
weeknight? Why not have these music events on weekends mainly Saturday nights not
weeknight.

8/8/2024 8:54 PM

58 I’m not sure I just really like the mention of archery, it promotes a lot of general wellbeing to
people and a lot of people nearby have recently found passion in archery from clubs in local
schools or archery ranges/shops with teams nearby (example: nocking point near bryan)

8/8/2024 8:10 PM

59 Pedestrian bridges over the rivers and highway 8/8/2024 8:08 PM

60 The areas along our rivers need invested in and built up into a destination like Fort Wayne has
done.

8/8/2024 6:27 PM

61 Nightlife for the river. More non-fastfood restaurants on the river! More adult friendly events at
parks! Concerts, food festivals, adult sports leagues, etc.

8/6/2024 5:21 PM

62 Build up the riverfront, adding restaurants and music amphitheater, easier river access and
parks utilizing the riverfront

8/5/2024 11:39 PM

63 1. I would like to see Buchman Park developed into a respectful tribute to the Native
Americans that a significant part of Defiance's history. 2.Defiance's park system could include
more of its canal history. The mule bridge could be lifted up. The remnants behind the Dairy
Queen are worthy of note.

8/5/2024 10:53 PM
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64 We need more things for the kids and teens. Something that keeps them out of trouble,
connects them to the community and nature

8/5/2024 10:27 PM

65 Dockage accessibility for downtown. Promoting shared history via education and
monumental/historical markers. Renovate boat launch and street parking at Pontiac.

8/5/2024 9:01 AM

66 no TRIDGE 8/5/2024 8:15 AM

67 I want to be apart of this and give my opinion 8/3/2024 8:31 PM

68 More trail/sidewalks to run safely on!! 8/3/2024 6:41 PM

69 I would love a place where I could walk or run during the winter after work. Some place that is
well lit and safe. I’d also love to see more bike trails. I love the Toledo Metroparks, so
something like those would be awesome!

8/3/2024 12:50 PM

70 1) Make the banks around the Clinton St. bridge an exceptional entry to our city. It has
improved much but could be more aesthetically pleasing and make a bigger impression on
visitors and locals. 2) Ensure small parks in the low income areas are built and maintained
well. Maybe a fitness park with free heavy duty outdoor exercise equipment (saw one of those
in Illinois recently). That would provide low income with free exercise equipment as a way to
better health and success. Love our parks. Thank you for your hard work!

8/3/2024 11:51 AM

71 Riverfront condo s and restaurants 8/2/2024 3:48 PM

72 Develop Buchman Park for the interpretation of Native Americans history in this area 8/2/2024 3:06 PM

73 Inclusive playgrounds 8/2/2024 11:49 AM

74 Develop riverside commercial zones. Focus obtaining land and NEW develop almost solely
along the riverside. Smaller percentage of funds for maintaining and updating current parks.
Create long and connected paved walk/run/cycling paths.

8/2/2024 11:35 AM

75 It would be great to have outdoor adult exercise equipment at Kingsbury Park. If Defiance had
just half of the amount of docks on the river as Napoleon, we'd be better off in Defiance more
of a boating destination. It would be great to have more trails for running and biking. Defiance
is not a very kid-friendly town for taking kids on bike-rides.

8/2/2024 9:17 AM

76 Defiance really needs a fully enclosed inclusive playground. There have been many recently
gone up in the area. I’ve been waiting for Defiance to step up next. The most important thing
for a park is that every parent knows their child is safe while playing. And that includes
EVERY child. Defiance has a need for an inclusive playground. I think an inclusive playground
would even be visited by surrounding counties.

8/2/2024 8:48 AM

77 Riverside restaurants (even just simple ones like a burger shack!) OR something like The
Docks in Toledo or the cute downtown in Grand Rapids. If there were boat docks say by the
library we could dock and eat downtown! But a restaurant with a pretty view would be
awesome.

8/1/2024 7:38 PM

78 Riverside parks that were fully enclosed with public docking would be fantastic. My son who
happens to have autism loves going for pontoon rides, if docks were available to access an
inclusive park my dream would come true!

8/1/2024 7:38 PM

79 The addition of a fully inclusive playground. The fence to go all the way around the park. 8/1/2024 7:32 PM

80 Accessible parks. Keeping in mind that mulch is not accessible for people whom use
wheelchairs.

8/1/2024 7:30 PM

81 Id love to see an amphitheater along the river for outdoor concerts and entertainment 8/1/2024 4:09 PM

82 I would like to think of the downtown space near Clinton St bridge as an area of outdoor
concerts/music events with food vendors and boat parking on the river. These types of
facilities have proven to be beneficial for other communities.

8/1/2024 3:49 PM

83 Ice skating is a must. I'm on team #Tridge, and a public dog park needs to happen
immediately. Pontiac would be good for both a public, free dog park, and a skating rink, as
both could handle a flood with proper construction. Cincinnati has an amazing development
between the stadiums, so anything we can rip off from their amazing research on floodable
public spaces is great with me.

8/1/2024 3:28 PM

84 Investment in park infrastructure is so important. This area has many beautiful natural 8/1/2024 10:03 AM
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resources that can help to enhance our community. An investment in the parks is an
investment in the people of Defiance.

85 Amphitheater Outdoor music venue 8/1/2024 8:48 AM

86 Connectivity. I would like to see the parks connected with bike paths or unpaved walking
pathways. Similar to what is in Sylvania and Oak Openings

8/1/2024 2:56 AM

87 Kayak access at Bronson Park 8/1/2024 1:43 AM

88 new pool outdoor theater 8/1/2024 12:04 AM

89 Availability of drinking water throughout, shaded walking trails, fun and educational
plaques/markers...whatever gets people out walking and appreciating nature.

7/31/2024 10:10 PM

90 We need more hiking/ trail running trails! 7/31/2024 9:54 PM

91 Mirror what Columbus did about 10 years ago with the Scioto Greenways Project. Great bike
and pedestrian trails along the river for about a mile through town with native plants and trees
used for landscaping and erosion control. The erosion along the river is horrible, especially
along Holgate Avenue. The farmland along the Maumee could be great opportunities for paths
and parks in the future. Dredging the Maumee from the water treatment plant on Baltimore
Street to the Independence Dam would improve waterways for larger boat traffic and reduce
the risk of flooding, especially at Kingsbury Park. Also, open the restrooms earlier with
autolocks at 5 or 6am for residents jogging or working out at parks early in the mornings. Add
adult fitness equipment at some of the parks to promote health and wellness for adults too.
Add more playground equipment for small children too. Many mothers take their small children
to Bryan or Archbold to play on their playgrounds with toddler friendly equipment. Also, build an
indoor playground for kids to play on during winter and rainy days.

7/31/2024 9:43 PM

92 Amphitheater on the river. A restaurant off the river to bring more boating around downtown 7/31/2024 9:41 PM

93 Programs to enhance the wellness of residents would be most welcome--both physical and
mental so activities and entertainment events too.

7/31/2024 9:27 PM

94 I have been to several inclusive playgrounds that are completely adaptive for users with a
variety of disabilities. With the population of special needs individuals in the area it would
promote so many of the goals of the city to develop this. It promotes social connectivity,
economic development, tourism, community engagement etc. Constructing a truly adaptive
and inclusive playground such as those located in Bowling Green or Perrysburg enclosed in a
safe fenced in area would be a true benefit to our community and to families with children with
disabilities and average abilities alike.

7/31/2024 8:40 PM

95 Keep the fireworks at the Maumee and Auglaize rivers 7/31/2024 8:35 PM

96 Year round (winter) activities for families and children 7/31/2024 7:22 PM

97 No just really enjoy going to the parks and my grandchildren love the play areas. 7/31/2024 5:16 PM

98 Continue to add sidewalks to enable more walking/biking to parks; A place for performances in
the city with plenty of parking.

7/31/2024 4:09 PM

99 A little amphitheater by the river would be cool for minor concerts. I already said to add
playground equipment to Kingsbury. Kids are always there in the summer. An ice skating area
in the winter with rental skates would make major money. People want to invest in their
community. The community just has to provide and be honest that it can’t continue to provide
without support.

7/31/2024 4:00 PM

100 Need a larger pool and water park. Put the money from pool entry in its a Patk fund and not put
in the general fund. Away from river flooding. Also a open air Pavillion for large group activities
such as 4h meetings in defiance, girl scouts ect. An agility course for dogs.

7/31/2024 3:35 PM

101 Intramural sports/games leagues 7/31/2024 3:29 PM

102 Connecting kingsbury, fort defiance and Pontiac park by a bridge over the river. Cleaning out
the river of trees and debris so I feel safe using the parts of the rivers in defiance

7/31/2024 2:48 PM

103 Purchase back the island on the Maumee and make it accessible for boaters. 7/31/2024 2:30 PM

104 An outdoor theatre for concerts on the river front would be incredible! 7/31/2024 2:04 PM
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64 We need more things for the kids and teens. Something that keeps them out of trouble,
connects them to the community and nature

8/5/2024 10:27 PM

65 Dockage accessibility for downtown. Promoting shared history via education and
monumental/historical markers. Renovate boat launch and street parking at Pontiac.

8/5/2024 9:01 AM

66 no TRIDGE 8/5/2024 8:15 AM

67 I want to be apart of this and give my opinion 8/3/2024 8:31 PM

68 More trail/sidewalks to run safely on!! 8/3/2024 6:41 PM

69 I would love a place where I could walk or run during the winter after work. Some place that is
well lit and safe. I’d also love to see more bike trails. I love the Toledo Metroparks, so
something like those would be awesome!

8/3/2024 12:50 PM

70 1) Make the banks around the Clinton St. bridge an exceptional entry to our city. It has
improved much but could be more aesthetically pleasing and make a bigger impression on
visitors and locals. 2) Ensure small parks in the low income areas are built and maintained
well. Maybe a fitness park with free heavy duty outdoor exercise equipment (saw one of those
in Illinois recently). That would provide low income with free exercise equipment as a way to
better health and success. Love our parks. Thank you for your hard work!

8/3/2024 11:51 AM

71 Riverfront condo s and restaurants 8/2/2024 3:48 PM

72 Develop Buchman Park for the interpretation of Native Americans history in this area 8/2/2024 3:06 PM

73 Inclusive playgrounds 8/2/2024 11:49 AM

74 Develop riverside commercial zones. Focus obtaining land and NEW develop almost solely
along the riverside. Smaller percentage of funds for maintaining and updating current parks.
Create long and connected paved walk/run/cycling paths.

8/2/2024 11:35 AM

75 It would be great to have outdoor adult exercise equipment at Kingsbury Park. If Defiance had
just half of the amount of docks on the river as Napoleon, we'd be better off in Defiance more
of a boating destination. It would be great to have more trails for running and biking. Defiance
is not a very kid-friendly town for taking kids on bike-rides.

8/2/2024 9:17 AM

76 Defiance really needs a fully enclosed inclusive playground. There have been many recently
gone up in the area. I’ve been waiting for Defiance to step up next. The most important thing
for a park is that every parent knows their child is safe while playing. And that includes
EVERY child. Defiance has a need for an inclusive playground. I think an inclusive playground
would even be visited by surrounding counties.

8/2/2024 8:48 AM

77 Riverside restaurants (even just simple ones like a burger shack!) OR something like The
Docks in Toledo or the cute downtown in Grand Rapids. If there were boat docks say by the
library we could dock and eat downtown! But a restaurant with a pretty view would be
awesome.

8/1/2024 7:38 PM

78 Riverside parks that were fully enclosed with public docking would be fantastic. My son who
happens to have autism loves going for pontoon rides, if docks were available to access an
inclusive park my dream would come true!

8/1/2024 7:38 PM

79 The addition of a fully inclusive playground. The fence to go all the way around the park. 8/1/2024 7:32 PM

80 Accessible parks. Keeping in mind that mulch is not accessible for people whom use
wheelchairs.

8/1/2024 7:30 PM

81 Id love to see an amphitheater along the river for outdoor concerts and entertainment 8/1/2024 4:09 PM

82 I would like to think of the downtown space near Clinton St bridge as an area of outdoor
concerts/music events with food vendors and boat parking on the river. These types of
facilities have proven to be beneficial for other communities.

8/1/2024 3:49 PM

83 Ice skating is a must. I'm on team #Tridge, and a public dog park needs to happen
immediately. Pontiac would be good for both a public, free dog park, and a skating rink, as
both could handle a flood with proper construction. Cincinnati has an amazing development
between the stadiums, so anything we can rip off from their amazing research on floodable
public spaces is great with me.

8/1/2024 3:28 PM

84 Investment in park infrastructure is so important. This area has many beautiful natural 8/1/2024 10:03 AM
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105 We have a great resource in the Maumee river and the city does very little with it. Pontiac park
would be a great place for live music or some vendors. Improvement to boat ramps would
increase traffic to that park

7/31/2024 1:21 PM

106 Every park should have a play ground, adult swings and picnic tables 7/31/2024 1:12 PM

107 A park where you are encouraged to get into the water (of the rivers) as well as being on land.
A place where kids are able to explore the natural parts of Defiance with ease

7/31/2024 12:37 PM

108 Place seasonal docks for boaters to use to access the downtown areas and parks. 7/31/2024 10:56 AM

109 Keep them maintained. Our current parks are very nice, but in order for them to stay this way,
they must be maintained. I think money must be set aside to ensure the funding is available
so that our current parks can be maintained. Adding permanent restrooms to the reservoir park
that could be utilized by the dog park, and reservoir attendees.

7/31/2024 10:47 AM

110 No 7/31/2024 9:55 AM

111 It is great Defiance is committed to the parks. The city needs to make sure all services have
such a commitment, as safety is a major priority. Other communities have had nice parks that
have gone to the wayside as homeless and safety was compromised, mainly due to defunding
the police and spending money elsewhere.

7/31/2024 9:32 AM

112 When visiting Italy the towns had mid sized turf soccer fields enclosed by tall fencing and
lighting. The towns spent a lot of time there and they were busy areas. With soccer being a big
sport for teens and younger adults I feel like putting a field like that in would immensely
promote park usage if located near a playground for kids.

7/31/2024 7:58 AM

113 N/A 7/31/2024 7:41 AM

114 A place for rental of kayaks 7/30/2024 11:20 PM

115 Defiance could really benefit to have a strip of little shops and restaurants along the river bank.
Affordable rental options for people with business ideas but can not afford full commercial
space.

7/30/2024 11:09 PM

116 It would be amazing to see the river be utilized more. Taking a look at Fort Wayne. They have
a BEAUTIFUL park by the river, walking and bike sidewalks. Outfoor amphitheater. A
restaurant overlooking the river. They are utilizing their river front.

7/30/2024 10:23 PM

117 We need much larger tracts to re-wild and convert into parks. Take Oak Openings, Toledo
Metroparks and the work the Nature Conservancy has been doing in Northwest Ohio as an
example. These areas will become essential to help reverse the damage that commercial
agriculture has caused as well. Lake Erie is having a terrible year with the algae bloom once
again. The entire Maumee River watershed needs to mobilize to heal the damage we've
caused. I would love to assist in any way I can...from invasive species eradication to
educational programs about native ecosystems. I think the younger generation is more excited
about these things as well, which gives me hope.

7/30/2024 10:00 PM

118 Pedestrian bridge 7/30/2024 9:56 PM

119 There is an old rail line that runs behind defiance reservoir that seems to be used only for
storing train cars not in use. It would be so great to see that rail line paved as a multi-use
walking/biking trail.

7/30/2024 9:20 PM

120 Clean up the water so it can be enjoyed. And put another boat launch beside only Pontiac 7/30/2024 9:02 PM

121 Better electrical connections for food trailers. 220 volt 7/30/2024 8:56 PM

122 Our parks are fine. We don't need any more parks and do not need to spend so much more
money on them.

7/30/2024 7:17 PM

123 Bronson park would benefit so much for a walk way around the shaded tree area in the front. I
walk through there everyday and it floods and is wet anytime it rains. It would be so nice to
have a path all around it. It also would be nice to add more basketball courts. The one there is
so nice but it’s always so busy. Some park benches by the court would be so nice too!

7/30/2024 6:08 PM

124 Installation of canoe/kayak ramps with rental availability. Ideally, have two locations (one along
the Maumee and another on the Auglaize) so that people may travel between these two points
via water

7/30/2024 3:41 PM
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125 I am not sure how I feel about a bridge (tridge) over the confluence area of the rivers. I feel like
it breaks the flowing energy of the area .

7/30/2024 3:39 PM

126 I believe we had a great deal of questions regarding the parks and not alot about the riverfront.
I feel that, even though it is a major project, getting some sort of conference/event center that
over looks the water along the riverfront would be great.

7/30/2024 3:37 PM

127 Community events with food trucks 7/30/2024 3:25 PM

128 Please build the tridge 7/30/2024 3:12 PM

129 I believe that better restroom facilities are essential to the most visited parks such as the
reservoir, Pontiac, and Kingsbury. I am at the reservoir 5x-7x a week, and the toilets are
disgusting, but the park is beautiful and amazing to walk my aussie around. It is well taken
care of besides the bathroom. All of those parks are essential to defiance, and most visited,
better bathrooms would make the public happy.

7/30/2024 2:53 PM

130 Tridge 7/30/2024 2:52 PM

131 A bridge for just bikes and walkers to connect over the rivers for safety purposes - like where
the old mule bridge once stood would be a great start.

7/30/2024 2:50 PM

132 Improve what you have 7/30/2024 2:47 PM

133 Safe pedestrian connectivity is the most important improvement that the City could make. If I
have to walk on the side of a busy road with no sidewalk to access a park, I most likely will
stay home.

7/30/2024 2:35 PM

134 Where you walk on the boardwalk at the reservoir. A botanical type of garden and nice plants
and landscape would be nice anything besides weeds. Bird watching and a butterfly garden
would be nice and a tree house type of playground for kids

7/30/2024 2:17 PM

135 Utilization of the rivers 7/30/2024 1:09 PM

136 There are many times I want to spend time at parks but if they only have port a potties I am
much less likely to go.

7/30/2024 12:14 PM

137 We have other infrastructures that need more funding than parks. Streets and tree
maintenance for example.

7/30/2024 11:25 AM

138 Would be awesome if we could get something similar to Oak Openings here. That is my
favorite place to go, especially in the fall.

7/30/2024 11:21 AM

139 Outdoor skate park, roller rink, and 'boat up' amenities on the river 7/30/2024 11:10 AM

140 Safety measures such as fencing around rivers for the special needs community. We haven't
had an issue yet if a special needs child drowning that I'm aware of but due to increase in
autism diagnoses only increasing in past years this shows a trend that it will continue to
increase it's super important to protect these adults and children from the leading cause of
death in the US for the autistic community as well as keep our community safe for others to
visit.

7/30/2024 10:53 AM

141 Better access to the reservoir and rivers. Enforcement of regulations already in place 7/30/2024 10:51 AM

142 No 7/30/2024 10:48 AM

143 I'd like to see park equipment suitable for a range of ages and more of the courts and fields
used for affordable sport leagues for kids of all ages.

7/30/2024 10:31 AM

144 I believe connecting trails would encourage more people to utilize the trails and parks. 7/30/2024 10:29 AM

145 As long as it’s not used as another reason to promote drunkenness & alcoholism in the city. 7/30/2024 10:23 AM

146 It would be awesome to open a spot or several spots that allow people to enjoy our rivers; like
free swimming in the river, with boundaries to provide safely to swimmers & boaters a like. Not
everyone can afford to use the public pool, so using our natural resources for All to join is
fantastic. Multiple spots would be great, so all could walk to their section of the rivers.

7/30/2024 10:10 AM

147 Places where teens can go and hangout. They have no place in Defiance to go at night. 7/30/2024 10:06 AM

148 I am still waiting for more recognition of the native populations that preceeded colonization 7/30/2024 10:06 AM
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149 Would like to see a program to dredge the river of seasonal debris to prevent more safe
traveling on the waterways.

7/30/2024 10:05 AM

150 Places to sit and eat on the river front. 7/30/2024 9:59 AM

151 I would love to see a new "go-to" photo spot. You see kids taking Prom pictures, senior
pictures uptown in the alleyways and by the banks. I would love to. See an area made that
would draw in all the people to take thier photos there. Whether it's a greenery area with
benches, or some sort of artistic piece. I just thing it would be nice to have a new place like
that for people to utilize for fanily pictures or dance pictures

7/30/2024 9:56 AM

152 No 7/30/2024 9:48 AM

153 Walking/Running/Bike trails that connect the parks. 7/30/2024 9:47 AM

154 I would love to have more riverfront entertainment. When I think of the ideal town, I think of
Grand Rapids, Ohio. With parks and trails and shops and icecream. I would LOVE a free dog
park (like most cities have) with a playground near so my kids and dogs can play at the same
time! As a mom, being able go kill to birds with one stone is key!!!

7/30/2024 9:43 AM

155 Would love to see coffee/cafe in the library and a children's play area outside / inside. Let's not
cheap out on the play areas either. Make them a worthwhile stop and it will bring people to the
fort grounds and the library. Additionally, I could see the old junior high building downtown
turned into an epicenter for parks and community events and education. Bring all the disparate
cultural programs into one roof and add a playground and park around that building. Make it a
community hub downtown with music programs, recording studios, green screen recording
room, etc. I know it would be initially difficult but could consider moving the library resources
here as well. Charlevoix, MI did this with their old school and it's stunning.

7/30/2024 9:20 AM

156 I just hope for more activities and sensory-friendly times for children with developmental
disabilities. It’s hard taking my autistic 5 year old to the splash pad and parks because 9 times
out of 10 other kids will spray him in the face with water or try to play rough with him and then
he gets upset and we have to leave. Maybe work with the Board of DD or Kaitlyn’s Cottage in
some way. Also Kids’ Creation is not very well taken care of in my opinion compared to how it
was when I was growing up but I could be biased.

7/30/2024 9:10 AM

157 Purchase or have Defiance Metal Products (owner) donate the land east of Kingsbury. Repair
boat ramp and install a couple courtesy docks for day use. Offer owner a tax break for
donation of land to the city.

7/30/2024 8:45 AM

158 I would like to see the rive fronts utilized more in a commercial/restaurant way. 7/30/2024 8:38 AM

159 Continue to increase the quality of water of our rivers 7/30/2024 7:45 AM

160 Improve water access 7/30/2024 7:27 AM

161 Outdoor fitness equipment at a park. 7/30/2024 7:22 AM

162 Do not spend a lot in parks with possible flooding. 7/30/2024 7:20 AM

163 Tridge 7/30/2024 6:50 AM

164 More focus on the rivers. 7/30/2024 6:43 AM

165 Need more by the river besides just a park. Restaurant/bar would promote people to use the
river more downtown. Music is also a great think that could be utilized more to attract people to
use the riverfronts.

7/30/2024 6:33 AM

166 Bring back swimming lessons and keeping the pool open more than 2 months. 7/30/2024 6:24 AM

167 Bike/multi-use path connecting local parks with connector trails including Independence Dam.
Raul Sanchez Memorial boat dock downtown. Ice/roller sking Skating really nk or ribbon, skate
park for teenagers.

7/30/2024 6:01 AM

168 Adding outdoor exercise equipment along the resivor or river 7/30/2024 5:37 AM

169 Placing stone on riverbanks to eliminate weeds for better viewing of the river.Also cutting tree
branches up 10 or 15 feet to give better view of river and surrounding areas

7/30/2024 5:35 AM

170 Walking or bike trail around Diehl park. More tennis courts or fixed and programs for tennis. A
cleaner riverfront.

7/30/2024 5:01 AM
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171 None 7/30/2024 4:55 AM

172 More launches for kayaks, less government waste, promote our rivers 7/30/2024 4:02 AM

173 Another boat launch 7/29/2024 11:56 PM

174 Take a look at glass city park in Toledo. Huge playground for kids that takes up little space, all
the kids at my job love and talk about it. While there at glass city park, there's a splash pad
and a restaurant/snack bar spot. Supply rentals for rollerblade and scooters in the summer and
ice skates in the winter when it becomes an ice rink, Educational programs that happen there,
trails, and spots to hang out. Huge park with a little bit of everything that comes in a good size,
does not disappoint like a lot of our new playgrounds do (aka their small around here). Only
downside is the lack of shade and trees, however they have young trees planted to grow. I
would love to see something similar to this but I our own way. Get another splash pad so there
is one closer to residents closer to downtown, East side, and on the north side. I feel splash
pads have become bidder than the pool since the pool still costs and parents/adults aren't as
worried of their kid potentially drowning. Educational things would be cool for both adults and
kids, whether that be historic information or nature education. So much can be done for the
community if the right resources are built, nobody wants a small playground that maybe 1 or 2
families will go to, nobody wants a whole in the ground that they question what is this for, and
nobody wants to be stuck in the sun while at the parks as it limits the fun on the extremely hot
days. Activities are needed for families that are free or easily affordable as we see little to
nothing to do as a family especially once winter hits.

7/29/2024 11:42 PM

175 New boat launch at Pontiac Park, so 2 or more people could use it at once. 7/29/2024 11:36 PM

176 I really believe The Tridge plan would be amazing and I do like the idea of a riverside
amphitheater.

7/29/2024 11:19 PM

177 A kayak launch at Bronson. 7/29/2024 10:51 PM

178 We could use an amphitheater for events like the City of Bryan has. Bryan brings in big names
to perform at the amphitheater which helps their local economy. I think the pedestrian bridge(
tridge) is an awesome idea that people would love but it is probably not affordable or a great
use of money. I would love more bicycle/walking paths that are isolated and not shared with
motor vehicles. The reservoir has a great walking path but there isn't much shade unless you
go down to the wooden path.

7/29/2024 10:46 PM

179 I believe Defiance would greatly benefit from a FULLY enclosed inclusive playground/play area. 7/29/2024 10:37 PM

180 Open dining/entertainment along the river, zip line across the river, grow current park appeals,
jet boat tours on the confluence. Ice skating rink at kingsbury during winter.

7/29/2024 10:30 PM

181 My family would love to see an outdoor/indoor concert venue to draw popular artists to town. 7/29/2024 10:19 PM

182 Rails to trails for walking and cycling with businesses along the way that cater to the trail users 7/29/2024 10:17 PM

183 Winter Ice skating area at Pontiac Park 7/29/2024 9:49 PM

184 Wish the water was were cleaned up more from logs and debris for boats 7/29/2024 9:21 PM

185 Recently visited Fort Wayne and in promenade park downtown has a wonderful atmosphere
with swings a kayaking launch.

7/29/2024 8:15 PM

186 Downtown boating access 7/29/2024 4:36 PM

187 It would be wonderful if we had a restaurant (sports bar atmosphere) along the river. 7/29/2024 3:23 PM

188 Paved biking trails through defiance and further out into defiance county for those of us who
aren’t in the city. A park out here would be amazing!

7/29/2024 10:24 AM

189 More splash pads 7/29/2024 10:14 AM

190 Amphitheatre on the river, accessibility of rivers, apartments overlooking the river, accessibility
and inclusion at all parks

7/29/2024 9:34 AM

191 Would love to see a promoted Defiance to Florida trail from Pontiac Park to Independence
Dam State Park (also marked inside the park) so walkers & bicyclists can co-exist from
Pontiac through the Dam and through the canal trail to Florida. Angola, Ind. has a wide and
lengthy paved walkway along 127 into Pokagon State Park. Other big idea for Defiance would

7/29/2024 7:51 AMMORE ON NEXT PAGE
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be finding a way to get the Tridge designed and completed to connect Pontiac, Kingsbury and
the Fortgrounds, which would enhance tourism, would develop downtown business/restaurant
interest, and, through signage, continue to promote our city's history at the same time.

192 Would love to see nature and inclusive playgrounds! 7/29/2024 12:35 AM

193 Replacement boat ramp. The existing boat ramp access road has a very tight turn that is
dangerous for pontoon or larger power boat trailers. A replacement dock; The current dock is
very dangerous. It is designed to articulate which can throw people & damage boats tied to it.
The boat ramp is too narrow. Also..Ramp needs maintained. Their is currently an obstruction
under the water (at the end of the dock) that has damaged many local boats. The poor design
of the boat ramp & dock would be much more user friendly if they were maintained. BTW..That
includes new larger cleats on the dock.

7/28/2024 8:35 AM

194 An eating establishment on the river, boats could dock and pull up and deck for eating outside.
Also, more historical programs/talks about the history of the town- historical walking tours.

7/27/2024 2:38 PM

195 Seasonal river boat rides would be fun, and a nice source of income for the city. I realize that
may not be feasible, but I've always thought it would be a good way to draw more people
downtown. Especially if a building was near the dock for the boat that housed city historical
info, a gift shop, beverage/snack bar...something along those lines.

7/27/2024 11:24 AM

196 Despite the constant making fun of it, I think the tri-bridge is a great idea. I also would suggest
a rebuilding of an active part of the Canal to surround part of downtown, a riverfront
amphitheater, a trolley that makes regular stops, and conversion of large box store parking to
include mini parks and splash pads/ water features. Get away from all the asphalt. Conversion
of roof space into green space.

7/27/2024 8:00 AM
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174 Take a look at glass city park in Toledo. Huge playground for kids that takes up little space, all
the kids at my job love and talk about it. While there at glass city park, there's a splash pad
and a restaurant/snack bar spot. Supply rentals for rollerblade and scooters in the summer and
ice skates in the winter when it becomes an ice rink, Educational programs that happen there,
trails, and spots to hang out. Huge park with a little bit of everything that comes in a good size,
does not disappoint like a lot of our new playgrounds do (aka their small around here). Only
downside is the lack of shade and trees, however they have young trees planted to grow. I
would love to see something similar to this but I our own way. Get another splash pad so there
is one closer to residents closer to downtown, East side, and on the north side. I feel splash
pads have become bidder than the pool since the pool still costs and parents/adults aren't as
worried of their kid potentially drowning. Educational things would be cool for both adults and
kids, whether that be historic information or nature education. So much can be done for the
community if the right resources are built, nobody wants a small playground that maybe 1 or 2
families will go to, nobody wants a whole in the ground that they question what is this for, and
nobody wants to be stuck in the sun while at the parks as it limits the fun on the extremely hot
days. Activities are needed for families that are free or easily affordable as we see little to
nothing to do as a family especially once winter hits.

7/29/2024 11:42 PM

175 New boat launch at Pontiac Park, so 2 or more people could use it at once. 7/29/2024 11:36 PM

176 I really believe The Tridge plan would be amazing and I do like the idea of a riverside
amphitheater.

7/29/2024 11:19 PM

177 A kayak launch at Bronson. 7/29/2024 10:51 PM

178 We could use an amphitheater for events like the City of Bryan has. Bryan brings in big names
to perform at the amphitheater which helps their local economy. I think the pedestrian bridge(
tridge) is an awesome idea that people would love but it is probably not affordable or a great
use of money. I would love more bicycle/walking paths that are isolated and not shared with
motor vehicles. The reservoir has a great walking path but there isn't much shade unless you
go down to the wooden path.

7/29/2024 10:46 PM

179 I believe Defiance would greatly benefit from a FULLY enclosed inclusive playground/play area. 7/29/2024 10:37 PM

180 Open dining/entertainment along the river, zip line across the river, grow current park appeals,
jet boat tours on the confluence. Ice skating rink at kingsbury during winter.

7/29/2024 10:30 PM

181 My family would love to see an outdoor/indoor concert venue to draw popular artists to town. 7/29/2024 10:19 PM

182 Rails to trails for walking and cycling with businesses along the way that cater to the trail users 7/29/2024 10:17 PM

183 Winter Ice skating area at Pontiac Park 7/29/2024 9:49 PM

184 Wish the water was were cleaned up more from logs and debris for boats 7/29/2024 9:21 PM

185 Recently visited Fort Wayne and in promenade park downtown has a wonderful atmosphere
with swings a kayaking launch.

7/29/2024 8:15 PM

186 Downtown boating access 7/29/2024 4:36 PM

187 It would be wonderful if we had a restaurant (sports bar atmosphere) along the river. 7/29/2024 3:23 PM

188 Paved biking trails through defiance and further out into defiance county for those of us who
aren’t in the city. A park out here would be amazing!

7/29/2024 10:24 AM

189 More splash pads 7/29/2024 10:14 AM

190 Amphitheatre on the river, accessibility of rivers, apartments overlooking the river, accessibility
and inclusion at all parks

7/29/2024 9:34 AM

191 Would love to see a promoted Defiance to Florida trail from Pontiac Park to Independence
Dam State Park (also marked inside the park) so walkers & bicyclists can co-exist from
Pontiac through the Dam and through the canal trail to Florida. Angola, Ind. has a wide and
lengthy paved walkway along 127 into Pokagon State Park. Other big idea for Defiance would

7/29/2024 7:51 AM
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Q25 How would you rate the following parks and their facilities?*
Answered: 457 Skipped: 86

Bark & Run Dog
Park

Bronson Park

Buchman Park

Canal Park

Diehl Park
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Eastside Park

Fort Grounds

Holgate Park

Hometown
Heroes Park

Kingsbury
Riverfront

Park, Swim...
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Q26 Regarding the Defiance Park and Recreation facilities in its entirety,
how satisfied are you with the following:

Answered: 449 Skipped: 94

Cleanliness
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options
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and upkeep

Restrooms

Accessibilit
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 71  32,107  452

Q27 On a scale of 1 to 10, how safe do you feel when using the park
facilities?

Answered: 452 Skipped: 91

Total Respondents: 452

# DATE

1 8 9/13/2024 12:52 AM

2 9 9/12/2024 10:17 PM

3 96 9/12/2024 9:21 PM

4 75 9/12/2024 4:09 PM

5 50 9/12/2024 1:46 PM

6 100 9/12/2024 1:39 PM

7 100 9/12/2024 12:10 PM

8 100 9/12/2024 11:13 AM

9 80 9/12/2024 10:18 AM

10 100 9/12/2024 9:21 AM

11 90 9/12/2024 9:12 AM

12 90 9/12/2024 12:44 AM

13 79 9/11/2024 10:16 PM

14 100 9/11/2024 9:41 PM

15 7 9/11/2024 8:54 PM

16 10 9/11/2024 8:52 PM

17 100 9/11/2024 8:15 PM

18 82 9/11/2024 7:58 PM

19 8 9/11/2024 7:23 PM

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER RESPONSES
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1.99% 9

32.01% 145

6.18% 28

38.41% 174

19.65% 89

80.79% 366

52.98% 240

3.53% 16

Q28 Where do you get your information about park events and programs?
Check all that apply.

Answered: 453 Skipped: 90

Total Respondents: 453  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 City council news 9/12/2024 12:44 AM

2 Bulletin board 9/5/2024 12:57 PM

3 A few banners that get put up 8/20/2024 3:04 AM
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4 Library 8/13/2024 3:12 PM

5 Defiance Development and Visitors Bureau 8/6/2024 9:45 AM

6 Comment that several of the parks are not known to me and I've lived here all my life. Promote
what is here is part of the need.

7/31/2024 9:31 PM

7 DDVB 7/31/2024 2:38 PM

8 City notifications suck, it got worse. Have an "app" 7/31/2024 9:35 AM

9 Yodel Community Calendar 7/30/2024 3:41 PM

10 Ddvb 7/30/2024 2:45 PM

11 Local school 7/30/2024 10:08 AM

12 Combination 7/30/2024 6:45 AM

13 Radio/DCTV 7/30/2024 6:14 AM

14 This needs improved only hear after the fact 7/30/2024 5:07 AM

15 Conversations in meetings for the Board I am a member of 7/29/2024 10:23 PM

16 City text alerts 7/29/2024 10:01 AM
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72.45% 334

2.60% 12

17.57% 81

7.38% 34

Q29 Are you a resident of the City of Defiance?
Answered: 461 Skipped: 82

TOTAL 461
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Yes
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No, but I live
in Defiance

County

No, but I work
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Defiance
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Q30 What is your zip code?
Answered: 450 Skipped: 93

# RESPONSES DATE

1 43512 9/13/2024 1:00 AM

2 43512 9/12/2024 10:19 PM

3 43512 9/12/2024 9:24 PM

4 43512 9/12/2024 4:10 PM

5 43512 9/12/2024 1:46 PM

6 43512 9/12/2024 1:39 PM

7 43512 9/12/2024 12:11 PM

8 43512 9/12/2024 11:14 AM

9 43512 9/12/2024 10:19 AM

10 43512 9/12/2024 9:22 AM

11 43512 9/12/2024 9:14 AM

12 43512 9/12/2024 12:56 AM

13 43512 9/11/2024 10:18 PM

14 43512 9/11/2024 9:42 PM

15 43512 9/11/2024 8:55 PM

16 43512 9/11/2024 8:55 PM

17 43512 9/11/2024 8:16 PM

18 43512 9/11/2024 7:59 PM

19 43512 9/11/2024 7:24 PM

20 43512 9/11/2024 7:19 PM

21 43512 9/11/2024 7:10 PM

22 43512 9/11/2024 6:38 PM

23 43512 9/11/2024 6:05 PM

24 43512 9/11/2024 6:03 PM

25 43536 9/11/2024 5:54 PM

26 43512 9/11/2024 5:34 PM

27 43512 9/11/2024 5:16 PM

28 43512 9/11/2024 3:53 PM

29 43512 9/9/2024 10:24 AM

30 43512 9/8/2024 10:43 AM

31 43512 9/6/2024 9:50 PM

32 43545 9/6/2024 4:02 PM

33 43512 9/6/2024 9:13 AM
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34 43512 9/6/2024 8:00 AM

35 43513 9/6/2024 6:36 AM

36 43512 9/5/2024 10:45 PM

37 43512 9/5/2024 7:05 PM

38 43512 9/5/2024 4:31 PM

39 43503 9/5/2024 3:15 PM

40 43512 9/5/2024 3:11 PM

41 43512 9/5/2024 1:57 PM

42 43512 9/5/2024 1:41 PM

43 43545 9/5/2024 12:59 PM

44 43512 9/5/2024 12:58 PM

45 43512 9/5/2024 12:45 PM

46 43512 9/5/2024 12:39 PM

47 43512 9/5/2024 10:45 AM

48 43512 9/4/2024 5:48 PM

49 45879 9/4/2024 4:04 PM

50 43512 9/4/2024 11:14 AM

51 43512 9/4/2024 11:12 AM

52 43512 9/3/2024 9:54 PM

53 43513 9/3/2024 8:31 PM

54 43512 9/3/2024 12:55 PM

55 43512 9/3/2024 12:47 PM

56 43512 8/31/2024 11:37 AM

57 43512 8/31/2024 4:16 AM

58 43512 8/30/2024 4:26 PM

59 43512 8/29/2024 10:06 PM

60 43512 8/28/2024 2:25 PM

61 43512 8/26/2024 11:47 PM

62 43512 8/26/2024 6:54 PM

63 43512 8/25/2024 9:36 PM

64 43512 8/23/2024 9:41 AM

65 43512 8/22/2024 3:47 PM

66 43515 8/22/2024 2:30 PM

67 43512 8/22/2024 2:12 PM

68 43512 8/22/2024 12:28 PM

69 43512 8/21/2024 9:53 AM

70 43512 8/20/2024 5:23 PM

71 43512 8/20/2024 3:05 AM
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72 43512 8/19/2024 5:35 PM

73 43512 8/19/2024 9:38 AM

74 43512 8/19/2024 4:59 AM

75 43512 8/18/2024 8:20 AM

76 43512 8/17/2024 10:51 PM

77 43512 8/17/2024 5:14 PM

78 43512 8/17/2024 4:03 PM

79 43512 8/17/2024 3:34 PM

80 43512 8/16/2024 7:09 PM

81 43512 8/16/2024 2:24 PM

82 43556 8/16/2024 11:50 AM

83 43549 8/15/2024 9:43 AM

84 43512 8/14/2024 7:56 PM

85 43512 8/13/2024 3:13 PM

86 43512 8/13/2024 8:17 AM

87 43512 8/12/2024 6:25 PM

88 43512 8/12/2024 4:39 PM

89 43512 8/12/2024 1:26 PM

90 43512 8/12/2024 12:56 PM

91 43527 8/11/2024 11:29 PM

92 43512 8/11/2024 10:30 PM

93 43512 8/11/2024 3:33 PM

94 43512 8/10/2024 11:14 PM

95 43512 8/10/2024 10:05 PM

96 43512 8/10/2024 8:50 PM

97 43512 8/10/2024 9:57 AM

98 43512 8/10/2024 8:42 AM

99 43512 8/9/2024 10:53 PM

100 43512 8/9/2024 7:21 PM

101 43512 8/9/2024 5:04 PM

102 43512 8/9/2024 2:27 PM

103 43512 8/9/2024 10:59 AM

104 43512 8/9/2024 10:57 AM

105 43512 8/9/2024 9:29 AM

106 43512 8/9/2024 6:37 AM

107 43512 8/9/2024 5:34 AM

108 43512 8/9/2024 4:19 AM

109 43512 8/8/2024 10:29 PM

82  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  83



City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

90 / 119

110 43512 8/8/2024 8:56 PM

111 43513 8/8/2024 8:33 PM

112 43549 8/8/2024 8:26 PM

113 43512 8/8/2024 8:13 PM

114 43512 8/8/2024 8:11 PM

115 43512 8/8/2024 7:36 PM

116 43512 8/8/2024 6:37 PM

117 43512 8/8/2024 6:31 PM

118 43512 8/8/2024 6:16 PM

119 43516 8/8/2024 5:26 PM

120 43512 8/8/2024 5:19 PM

121 43512 8/8/2024 5:16 PM

122 43512 8/8/2024 4:05 PM

123 43512 8/8/2024 3:43 PM

124 43512 8/8/2024 10:50 AM

125 43502 8/8/2024 10:14 AM

126 43512 8/7/2024 11:16 PM

127 43512 8/7/2024 4:46 PM

128 43512 8/7/2024 12:30 PM

129 43512 8/6/2024 7:03 PM

130 43512 8/6/2024 6:53 PM

131 43512 8/6/2024 5:24 PM

132 43512 8/6/2024 9:46 AM

133 43556 8/6/2024 7:06 AM

134 43527 8/5/2024 11:53 PM

135 43512 8/5/2024 11:00 PM

136 43512 8/5/2024 10:29 PM

137 45875 8/5/2024 3:54 PM

138 43512 8/5/2024 1:29 PM

139 43512 8/5/2024 10:40 AM

140 43512 8/5/2024 8:18 AM

141 43512 8/5/2024 5:59 AM

142 43512 8/3/2024 8:34 PM

143 43512 8/3/2024 6:43 PM

144 43512 8/3/2024 6:02 PM

145 43512 8/3/2024 12:53 PM

146 43512 8/3/2024 12:48 PM

147 43512 8/3/2024 12:17 PM
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148 43512 8/3/2024 10:49 AM

149 43512 8/3/2024 6:29 AM

150 43512 8/2/2024 9:28 PM

151 43512 8/2/2024 8:03 PM

152 43512 8/2/2024 6:58 PM

153 43512 8/2/2024 3:51 PM

154 43512 8/2/2024 3:13 PM

155 43556 8/2/2024 12:13 PM

156 43512 8/2/2024 11:51 AM

157 43512 8/2/2024 11:37 AM

158 43512 8/2/2024 10:59 AM

159 43512 8/2/2024 9:20 AM

160 45879 8/2/2024 8:52 AM

161 43512 8/2/2024 7:53 AM

162 43512 8/2/2024 7:18 AM

163 43512 8/2/2024 7:07 AM

164 43545 8/2/2024 5:46 AM

165 43512 8/1/2024 11:10 PM

166 43512 8/1/2024 10:36 PM

167 43512 8/1/2024 9:10 PM

168 43512 8/1/2024 7:44 PM

169 43616 8/1/2024 7:43 PM

170 43512 8/1/2024 7:42 PM

171 43512 8/1/2024 7:41 PM

172 43512 8/1/2024 7:40 PM

173 43512 8/1/2024 7:33 PM

174 43512 8/1/2024 7:33 PM

175 43512 8/1/2024 7:33 PM

176 43513 8/1/2024 7:15 PM

177 43512 8/1/2024 7:08 PM

178 43512 8/1/2024 4:12 PM

179 43512 8/1/2024 3:56 PM

180 43512 8/1/2024 3:47 PM

181 43512 8/1/2024 3:33 PM

182 43512 8/1/2024 2:38 PM

183 43512 8/1/2024 1:33 PM

184 43512 8/1/2024 12:03 PM

185 43512 8/1/2024 10:08 AM
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186 43512 8/1/2024 10:06 AM

187 44512 8/1/2024 9:17 AM

188 43512 8/1/2024 8:53 AM

189 43512 8/1/2024 8:15 AM

190 43512 8/1/2024 8:13 AM

191 43512 8/1/2024 2:59 AM

192 43512 8/1/2024 1:45 AM

193 43512 8/1/2024 12:16 AM

194 43512 8/1/2024 12:08 AM

195 43551 8/1/2024 12:05 AM

196 43512 7/31/2024 10:17 PM

197 43512 7/31/2024 10:16 PM

198 43512 7/31/2024 10:00 PM

199 43512 7/31/2024 9:58 PM

200 43512 7/31/2024 9:56 PM

201 43512 7/31/2024 9:45 PM

202 43512 7/31/2024 9:43 PM

203 43512 7/31/2024 9:33 PM

204 43512 7/31/2024 9:13 PM

205 43512 7/31/2024 9:08 PM

206 43512 7/31/2024 8:47 PM

207 43556 7/31/2024 8:45 PM

208 43512 7/31/2024 8:37 PM

209 43512 7/31/2024 8:13 PM

210 43512 7/31/2024 7:57 PM

211 43512 7/31/2024 7:42 PM

212 43512 7/31/2024 7:25 PM

213 45840 7/31/2024 7:04 PM

214 43512 7/31/2024 6:46 PM

215 43512 7/31/2024 6:06 PM

216 43512 7/31/2024 6:02 PM

217 43512 7/31/2024 5:37 PM

218 43512 7/31/2024 5:27 PM

219 43512 7/31/2024 5:20 PM

220 43512 7/31/2024 5:16 PM

221 43512 7/31/2024 4:36 PM

222 43512 7/31/2024 4:15 PM

223 43512 7/31/2024 4:04 PM
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224 43512 7/31/2024 3:36 PM

225 43512 7/31/2024 3:31 PM

226 43556 7/31/2024 3:23 PM

227 43512 7/31/2024 2:55 PM

228 43512 7/31/2024 2:39 PM

229 43526 7/31/2024 2:39 PM

230 43512 7/31/2024 2:34 PM

231 43512 7/31/2024 2:32 PM

232 43512 7/31/2024 2:31 PM

233 43511 7/31/2024 2:31 PM

234 43512 7/31/2024 2:26 PM

235 43512 7/31/2024 2:25 PM

236 33950 7/31/2024 2:10 PM

237 43512 7/31/2024 2:06 PM

238 43512 7/31/2024 1:46 PM

239 43512 7/31/2024 1:27 PM

240 43512 7/31/2024 1:26 PM

241 43512 7/31/2024 1:21 PM

242 43512 7/31/2024 1:16 PM

243 43512 7/31/2024 1:14 PM

244 43512 7/31/2024 12:54 PM

245 43551 7/31/2024 12:39 PM

246 43512 7/31/2024 12:20 PM

247 43512 7/31/2024 11:43 AM

248 43522 7/31/2024 11:09 AM

249 43556 7/31/2024 11:09 AM

250 43512 7/31/2024 10:58 AM

251 43512 7/31/2024 10:51 AM

252 43512 7/31/2024 10:16 AM

253 43512 7/31/2024 9:55 AM

254 43526 7/31/2024 9:43 AM

255 43512 7/31/2024 9:38 AM

256 43512 7/31/2024 9:05 AM

257 43512 7/31/2024 8:45 AM

258 43512 7/31/2024 8:10 AM

259 43512 7/31/2024 8:03 AM

260 43512 7/31/2024 7:54 AM

261 43556 7/31/2024 7:44 AM
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262 43512 7/31/2024 7:27 AM

263 43512 7/31/2024 7:24 AM

264 43512 7/31/2024 6:49 AM

265 43512 7/31/2024 6:47 AM

266 43512 7/31/2024 6:29 AM

267 43512 7/31/2024 2:48 AM

268 43512 7/31/2024 12:31 AM

269 43512 7/30/2024 11:24 PM

270 43512 7/30/2024 11:13 PM

271 43512 7/30/2024 11:13 PM

272 43512 7/30/2024 11:06 PM

273 43512 7/30/2024 10:31 PM

274 43512 7/30/2024 10:25 PM

275 43512 7/30/2024 10:13 PM

276 43512 7/30/2024 10:09 PM

277 43512 7/30/2024 10:06 PM

278 43512 7/30/2024 10:03 PM

279 43512 7/30/2024 9:58 PM

280 43512 7/30/2024 9:57 PM

281 43512 7/30/2024 9:56 PM

282 43512 7/30/2024 9:41 PM

283 43512 7/30/2024 9:38 PM

284 43512 7/30/2024 9:25 PM

285 43512 7/30/2024 9:06 PM

286 43512 7/30/2024 9:02 PM

287 43512 7/30/2024 8:59 PM

288 43512 7/30/2024 8:26 PM

289 43512 7/30/2024 8:04 PM

290 43512 7/30/2024 7:53 PM

291 43512 7/30/2024 7:27 PM

292 43512 7/30/2024 7:12 PM

293 43512 7/30/2024 6:14 PM

294 43512 7/30/2024 5:50 PM

295 34112 7/30/2024 4:40 PM

296 43512 7/30/2024 4:33 PM

297 43512 7/30/2024 4:33 PM

298 43512 7/30/2024 3:47 PM

299 43512 7/30/2024 3:46 PM
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300 43512 7/30/2024 3:43 PM

301 43512 7/30/2024 3:42 PM

302 43512 7/30/2024 3:38 PM

303 43512 7/30/2024 3:38 PM

304 43512 7/30/2024 3:29 PM

305 43512 7/30/2024 3:27 PM

306 43512 7/30/2024 3:15 PM

307 43512 7/30/2024 3:09 PM

308 43512 7/30/2024 3:06 PM

309 45879 7/30/2024 3:04 PM

310 43548 7/30/2024 2:58 PM

311 45873 7/30/2024 2:55 PM

312 45856 7/30/2024 2:55 PM

313 43512 7/30/2024 2:50 PM

314 43512 7/30/2024 2:45 PM

315 43512 7/30/2024 2:39 PM

316 43512 7/30/2024 2:22 PM

317 43512 7/30/2024 2:02 PM

318 43512 7/30/2024 1:20 PM

319 43512 7/30/2024 1:11 PM

320 43512 7/30/2024 1:04 PM

321 43513 7/30/2024 12:45 PM

322 43512 7/30/2024 12:17 PM

323 43512 7/30/2024 12:11 PM

324 43512 7/30/2024 12:00 PM

325 43545 7/30/2024 11:48 AM

326 43512 7/30/2024 11:27 AM

327 43512 7/30/2024 11:21 AM

328 43549 7/30/2024 11:15 AM

329 43511 7/30/2024 10:57 AM

330 43512 7/30/2024 10:55 AM

331 43512 7/30/2024 10:53 AM

332 43512 7/30/2024 10:48 AM

333 43512 7/30/2024 10:35 AM

334 43512 7/30/2024 10:34 AM

335 43512 7/30/2024 10:33 AM

336 43512 7/30/2024 10:24 AM

337 43512 7/30/2024 10:22 AM
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338 43512 7/30/2024 10:21 AM

339 43512 7/30/2024 10:19 AM

340 43512 7/30/2024 10:16 AM

341 T 7/30/2024 10:14 AM

342 43512 7/30/2024 10:10 AM

343 43512 7/30/2024 10:09 AM

344 43512 7/30/2024 10:09 AM

345 43512 7/30/2024 10:08 AM

346 43512 7/30/2024 10:05 AM

347 34221 7/30/2024 9:58 AM

348 43512 7/30/2024 9:57 AM

349 43532 7/30/2024 9:55 AM

350 43512 7/30/2024 9:55 AM

351 43512 7/30/2024 9:54 AM

352 43512 7/30/2024 9:54 AM

353 45312 7/30/2024 9:54 AM

354 43512 7/30/2024 9:45 AM

355 43512 7/30/2024 9:35 AM

356 43512 7/30/2024 9:24 AM

357 43512 7/30/2024 9:23 AM

358 43512 7/30/2024 9:20 AM

359 43527 7/30/2024 9:20 AM

360 43512 7/30/2024 9:18 AM

361 43526 7/30/2024 9:14 AM

362 43512 7/30/2024 9:14 AM

363 43512 7/30/2024 9:14 AM

364 43512 7/30/2024 9:09 AM

365 43512 7/30/2024 8:49 AM

366 43512 7/30/2024 8:40 AM

367 43512 7/30/2024 8:16 AM

368 43512 7/30/2024 7:55 AM

369 43512 7/30/2024 7:49 AM

370 43556 7/30/2024 7:48 AM

371 43512 7/30/2024 7:30 AM

372 43512 7/30/2024 7:25 AM

373 43512 7/30/2024 7:01 AM

374 43512 7/30/2024 7:00 AM

375 43512 7/30/2024 6:51 AM
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376 43512 7/30/2024 6:47 AM

377 43512 7/30/2024 6:44 AM

378 43512 7/30/2024 6:35 AM

379 43512 7/30/2024 6:27 AM

380 43512 7/30/2024 6:21 AM

381 43512 7/30/2024 6:15 AM

382 43512 7/30/2024 5:42 AM

383 43512 7/30/2024 5:39 AM

384 43512 7/30/2024 5:09 AM

385 43512 7/30/2024 5:09 AM

386 43512 7/30/2024 4:58 AM

387 43512 7/30/2024 4:55 AM

388 43512 7/30/2024 4:05 AM

389 43512 7/30/2024 2:50 AM

390 43512 7/30/2024 1:49 AM

391 43512 7/30/2024 12:17 AM

392 43512 7/30/2024 12:00 AM

393 43512 7/29/2024 11:52 PM

394 43512 7/29/2024 11:40 PM

395 43512 7/29/2024 11:28 PM

396 43512 7/29/2024 11:26 PM

397 43512 7/29/2024 11:25 PM

398 43512 7/29/2024 11:24 PM

399 43512 7/29/2024 11:23 PM

400 43512 7/29/2024 11:20 PM

401 43512 7/29/2024 11:19 PM

402 43512 7/29/2024 11:11 PM

403 43512 7/29/2024 11:11 PM

404 43512 7/29/2024 11:09 PM

405 43512 7/29/2024 11:01 PM

406 43512 7/29/2024 11:01 PM

407 43536 7/29/2024 11:00 PM

408 43512 7/29/2024 11:00 PM

409 43512 7/29/2024 10:55 PM

410 43512 7/29/2024 10:54 PM

411 43512 7/29/2024 10:53 PM

412 43512 7/29/2024 10:43 PM

413 43512 7/29/2024 10:40 PM
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414 43512 7/29/2024 10:39 PM

415 43512 7/29/2024 10:39 PM

416 43512 7/29/2024 10:37 PM

417 43512 7/29/2024 10:35 PM

418 43512 7/29/2024 10:34 PM

419 43512 7/29/2024 10:31 PM

420 43512 7/29/2024 10:27 PM

421 43512 7/29/2024 10:26 PM

422 43512 7/29/2024 10:25 PM

423 45831 7/29/2024 10:23 PM

424 43512 7/29/2024 9:57 PM

425 43512 7/29/2024 9:25 PM

426 43512 7/29/2024 8:59 PM

427 43512 7/29/2024 8:20 PM

428 43512 7/29/2024 4:38 PM

429 43512 7/29/2024 4:07 PM

430 43512 7/29/2024 3:29 PM

431 43512 7/29/2024 3:00 PM

432 43512 7/29/2024 2:07 PM

433 43512 7/29/2024 1:49 PM

434 43512 7/29/2024 10:28 AM

435 43512 7/29/2024 10:03 AM

436 43512 7/29/2024 10:02 AM

437 43512 7/29/2024 9:42 AM

438 43512 7/29/2024 8:34 AM

439 43512 7/29/2024 7:54 AM

440 43536 7/29/2024 12:39 AM

441 43512 7/28/2024 8:41 AM

442 43506 7/28/2024 12:32 AM

443 43512 7/27/2024 9:06 PM

444 43512 7/27/2024 4:07 PM

445 43512 7/27/2024 2:40 PM

446 43512 7/27/2024 2:06 PM

447 43512 7/27/2024 11:29 AM

448 43512 7/27/2024 8:18 AM

449 43512 7/27/2024 8:07 AM

450 43512 7/27/2024 5:22 AM
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0.22% 1

6.07% 28

12.36% 57

25.81% 119

17.79% 82

17.35% 80

20.39% 94

Q31 How old are you?
Answered: 461 Skipped: 82

TOTAL 461

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+
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Q32 What are the first three words that come to mind when you think of
Defiance parks or rivers.

Answered: 357 Skipped: 186

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Clean , underutilized, isolated 9/13/2024 1:00 AM

2 Impressive, clean, safe 9/12/2024 10:19 PM

3 Greenery, benches and side walks 9/12/2024 9:24 PM

4 Already sufficient for Defiance 9/12/2024 4:10 PM

5 Potential, underdeveloped, underappreciated 9/12/2024 11:14 AM

6 Enjoyable, relaxing,fun 9/12/2024 9:22 AM

7 i like the new signs at entries, looks welcoming lots of options of parks 9/12/2024 9:14 AM

8 Family Traditions Fun 9/12/2024 12:56 AM

9 Updated, family friendly 9/11/2024 9:42 PM

10 Many need updated 9/11/2024 8:55 PM

11 pickleball clean grass 9/11/2024 8:55 PM

12 Well maintained,clean 9/11/2024 8:16 PM

13 Nice clean up to date 9/11/2024 7:59 PM

14 Beauty Peace Relax 9/11/2024 7:24 PM

15 Connected, valuable, fun 9/11/2024 7:19 PM

16 Few are reachable 9/11/2024 7:10 PM

17 Gross river water and smell 9/11/2024 6:38 PM

18 Fun beautiful enjoyable 9/11/2024 6:05 PM

19 Underutilized, underpromoted, 9/11/2024 6:03 PM

20 Need improvement 9/11/2024 5:54 PM

21 Clean Beautiful Educational 9/11/2024 5:34 PM

22 Improved, good start, more improvements to come 9/11/2024 5:16 PM

23 I dont know 9/11/2024 3:53 PM

24 summer, ball fields, grass 9/9/2024 10:24 AM

25 Pretty, family, underutilized 9/8/2024 10:43 AM

26 Kids, nature, cleanliness 9/6/2024 9:50 PM

27 Clean, attainable, friendly 9/6/2024 4:02 PM

28 Welcoming, stinky, lack of parking 9/6/2024 9:13 AM

29 Nice 9/6/2024 6:36 AM

30 Clean, maintained, safe 9/5/2024 7:05 PM

31 Clean, green, and fun 9/5/2024 4:31 PM
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32 Enjoyable, scenic, and peaceful 9/5/2024 3:15 PM

33 Fun, friends, fitness 9/5/2024 3:11 PM

34 Pickleball, swimming pool 9/5/2024 1:57 PM

35 Scenic..well kept...forward thinking. 9/5/2024 12:59 PM

36 Beautiful, fun and grateful 9/5/2024 12:58 PM

37 Fun , water 9/5/2024 12:45 PM

38 Lack Clean Water 9/4/2024 4:04 PM

39 Green Sunny Fresh 9/4/2024 11:14 AM

40 Memories, muddy, sports 9/3/2024 9:54 PM

41 Peaceful- restful-natural 9/3/2024 12:55 PM

42 Scenic, attractive, tidy 9/3/2024 12:47 PM

43 Nature, fun, accessible 8/31/2024 11:37 AM

44 Glad to have 8/31/2024 4:16 AM

45 Fun, Family, Play 8/30/2024 4:26 PM

46 Refreshing. Enjoyable. Fun. 8/30/2024 10:10 AM

47 Fun relaxing cool 8/29/2024 10:06 PM

48 Natural beauty 8/28/2024 2:25 PM

49 Improved, nice, safe 8/25/2024 9:36 PM

50 relaxation 8/23/2024 9:41 AM

51 New upgraded nice 8/22/2024 3:47 PM

52 Cute, fun, small 8/22/2024 2:30 PM

53 fun, not very accessible, somewhat dirty 8/22/2024 2:12 PM

54 Beautiful, walkable, and nice seating areas 8/22/2024 12:28 PM

55 Unconnected, clean, appreciated 8/21/2024 9:53 AM

56 Enjoy, community, home 8/20/2024 3:05 AM

57 walking, rivers, shade 8/19/2024 5:35 PM

58 Numerous, deteriorating, enough 8/19/2024 9:38 AM

59 History, nature, and beauty 8/19/2024 4:59 AM

60 Serene, Asset, possibility 8/17/2024 10:51 PM

61 Updated, diverse, inclusive 8/17/2024 5:14 PM

62 sports, swimming, celebrations 8/17/2024 4:03 PM

63 Great to be outdoors 8/17/2024 3:34 PM

64 Family time 8/16/2024 7:09 PM

65 Updated 8/16/2024 2:24 PM

66 Kayaking, pickle ball , views 8/15/2024 9:43 AM

67 History, fun and community 8/14/2024 7:56 PM

68 Peaceful, maintained, natural 8/12/2024 6:25 PM

69 Boring 8/12/2024 4:39 PM

94  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  95



City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

102 / 119

70 Nice, okay for a small town 8/12/2024 1:26 PM

71 Potential, unsafe water 8/12/2024 12:56 PM

72 Fish deer family 8/11/2024 11:29 PM

73 Splash pad, fireworks, baseball 8/11/2024 10:30 PM

74 Dirty, Empty, plain 8/11/2024 3:33 PM

75 Way too many 8/10/2024 10:05 PM

76 you need a car 8/10/2024 8:50 PM

77 Nice, well maintained, many of them. 8/10/2024 9:57 AM

78 can't think of anything 8/10/2024 8:42 AM

79 Scenic Maintained Variety 8/9/2024 5:04 PM

80 nature, music, sports 8/9/2024 10:59 AM

81 Beauty, Peace, Fresh Air 8/9/2024 10:57 AM

82 Fun (biking, kayaking, pinicing, walking, etc) 8/9/2024 9:29 AM

83 Enjoyable. Peaceful. Feel of relaxation. 8/9/2024 5:34 AM

84 Clean and fun 8/9/2024 4:19 AM

85 Brown Green Water 8/8/2024 10:29 PM

86 Peaceful, clean, fun 8/8/2024 8:33 PM

87 Utilize more for events 8/8/2024 8:26 PM

88 fun, entertaining, family 8/8/2024 8:13 PM

89 Picnic 8/8/2024 8:11 PM

90 Not exciting, boring 8/8/2024 7:36 PM

91 Very nice 8/8/2024 6:37 PM

92 Potential is there 8/8/2024 6:31 PM

93 Water fun pickleball 8/8/2024 5:26 PM

94 Unique, brown water, potential 8/8/2024 5:19 PM

95 Rivers= Shallow, dirty 8/8/2024 5:16 PM

96 Fun for Kids 8/8/2024 3:43 PM

97 Clean, well-maintained, and small 8/8/2024 10:14 AM

98 Fun, clean and pretty 8/7/2024 11:16 PM

99 Clean adequate parking people attending are having fun 8/7/2024 4:46 PM

100 Nice, Safe, Dog Friendly 8/6/2024 5:24 PM

101 Safe, free, inclusive 8/6/2024 9:46 AM

102 Build for future 8/5/2024 11:53 PM

103 informational, groomed, fun 8/5/2024 11:00 PM

104 It needs improvement 8/5/2024 10:29 PM

105 Underappreciated, historic and quiet. 8/5/2024 10:40 AM

106 calm, restful, beauty 8/5/2024 8:18 AM

107 Fun, great time relaxing 8/3/2024 8:34 PM
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108 Need more work 8/3/2024 6:43 PM

109 Socializing, calm, adventure 8/3/2024 6:02 PM

110 Fitness, convenient, popular 8/3/2024 12:53 PM

111 Beautiful and natural 8/3/2024 12:48 PM

112 beautiful river, mediocre 8/3/2024 12:17 PM

113 Beautiful, necessary, improvable 8/3/2024 6:29 AM

114 Nice, fun, clean. 8/2/2024 8:03 PM

115 Beauty 8/2/2024 6:58 PM

116 history, playgrounds, scenic 8/2/2024 3:13 PM

117 Well mantaned 8/2/2024 12:13 PM

118 Family, memories, walking 8/2/2024 11:51 AM

119 Need bike trails 8/2/2024 11:37 AM

120 Fine Dirty (river) Improving 8/2/2024 9:20 AM

121 *Family *Shade *Fun 8/2/2024 8:52 AM

122 Free, natural, water 8/2/2024 7:53 AM

123 Clean, fun, peaceful 8/1/2024 9:10 PM

124 Park, playground, trail 8/1/2024 7:43 PM

125 Pretty flowers, fun, look nice 8/1/2024 7:42 PM

126 Adventure, tech free, play 8/1/2024 7:40 PM

127 Clean, safe, fun 8/1/2024 7:33 PM

128 Recreation, walking, boating 8/1/2024 7:33 PM

129 Options. cheap. clean 8/1/2024 7:33 PM

130 relaxation family tradition 8/1/2024 4:12 PM

131 Home, Nature, Beauty 8/1/2024 3:56 PM

132 Love the water 8/1/2024 3:47 PM

133 Potential, nature, investment 8/1/2024 3:33 PM

134 Decent but lacking 8/1/2024 1:33 PM

135 Wish they were more connected 8/1/2024 12:03 PM

136 Scenic, useful, maintained 8/1/2024 10:06 AM

137 Nice but some need better restroom facilities 8/1/2024 8:53 AM

138 Rivers are Great 8/1/2024 8:15 AM

139 Activities Relaxing safe 8/1/2024 8:13 AM

140 untapped-resource, valuable, historic 8/1/2024 2:59 AM

141 Lots of parks 8/1/2024 1:45 AM

142 Unique, untapped, and opportunity. 8/1/2024 12:16 AM

143 Okay 8/1/2024 12:08 AM

144 need a new pool 8/1/2024 12:05 AM

145 potential, clean-up, promotion 7/31/2024 10:17 PM
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146 Fun Friends Activities 7/31/2024 9:58 PM

147 Fishing 7/31/2024 9:56 PM

148 Kids creation needs knocked down and rebuilt 7/31/2024 9:45 PM

149 Plentiful, clean, kid friendly 7/31/2024 9:43 PM

150 Underappreciated, unknown, unchanged (many similar to 20 or more years ago) 7/31/2024 9:33 PM

151 Accessibility for my kids and if bathrooms are nearby 7/31/2024 9:13 PM

152 Rivers- dirty, unclean Parks- nice 7/31/2024 8:47 PM

153 Fun, play, peaceful 7/31/2024 8:45 PM

154 Fireworks 7/31/2024 8:37 PM

155 Relaxing, fun, and inviting. 7/31/2024 8:13 PM

156 ugh 7/31/2024 7:57 PM

157 Smelly, newly renovated, birthday party 7/31/2024 7:42 PM

158 Updated, social & clean 7/31/2024 7:25 PM

159 Dirty water, potential 7/31/2024 7:04 PM

160 Fort grounds, fireworks, sports 7/31/2024 6:46 PM

161 Peace, history and entertainment 7/31/2024 6:02 PM

162 Nothing really 7/31/2024 5:37 PM

163 Boring. Distant. Barren. 7/31/2024 5:27 PM

164 Getting nicer! 7/31/2024 5:20 PM

165 recreation, concerts and socializing 7/31/2024 5:16 PM

166 Work in progress 7/31/2024 4:36 PM

167 Improving - fun - home 7/31/2024 4:15 PM

168 Kingsbury playground improvements 7/31/2024 4:04 PM

169 Nature Family Fun 7/31/2024 3:31 PM

170 Grandchildren reunions fun 7/31/2024 3:23 PM

171 Dirty river, Lacking clean restrooms 7/31/2024 2:55 PM

172 Kayaking, biking, fishing 7/31/2024 2:39 PM

173 Parks - great Rivers - polluted and unsafe 7/31/2024 2:39 PM

174 Pretty but needs some updates 7/31/2024 2:34 PM

175 Come along way 7/31/2024 2:32 PM

176 peaceful, happy, healthy. 7/31/2024 2:31 PM

177 Picnic, family, relaxation 7/31/2024 2:31 PM

178 Pleasant, colorful, clean 7/31/2024 2:26 PM

179 Doing well 7/31/2024 2:25 PM

180 Beauty History tranquility 7/31/2024 2:10 PM

181 Playgrounds, baseball, docks 7/31/2024 2:06 PM

182 Boating/kayaking, sports, playground 7/31/2024 1:46 PM

183 A lot of parks. River dirty and under utilized 7/31/2024 1:26 PM
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184 Bad water quality 7/31/2024 1:16 PM

185 Underutilized, potential, beautiful 7/31/2024 12:54 PM

186 Confluence, Playgrounds, Baseball 7/31/2024 12:39 PM

187 A free place to entertain 7/31/2024 11:43 AM

188 Clean new quiet 7/31/2024 11:09 AM

189 Confluence, Fishing, Reservoir 7/31/2024 11:09 AM

190 Dirty, out dated 7/31/2024 10:58 AM

191 Upkeep; Maintenance; Smell 7/31/2024 10:51 AM

192 very nice 7/31/2024 10:16 AM

193 Well kept 7/31/2024 9:58 AM

194 Lack of restrooms 7/31/2024 9:55 AM

195 Not much: Kingsbury, Bronson, Diehl 7/31/2024 9:38 AM

196 Fun, free 7/31/2024 9:05 AM

197 Sports,clean restrooms 7/31/2024 8:45 AM

198 Options, variety, for kids 7/31/2024 8:03 AM

199 History, Family, Growth 7/31/2024 7:54 AM

200 Clean, maintained, play 7/31/2024 7:44 AM

201 Home, children, environment 7/31/2024 7:24 AM

202 Abundance of potential 7/31/2024 6:49 AM

203 abundant, improved, potential 7/31/2024 6:29 AM

204 Unused, boring, 7/31/2024 2:48 AM

205 Family, together, dirty-water 7/31/2024 12:31 AM

206 Sufficient, peaceful, functional 7/30/2024 11:24 PM

207 History, relaxing, fun 7/30/2024 11:13 PM

208 Maumee Rocco Sun 7/30/2024 11:06 PM

209 Outdoor enjoyment family 7/30/2024 10:25 PM

210 Childhood memories. Swimming pools. Ball parks. 7/30/2024 10:13 PM

211 Fun, functional and close 7/30/2024 10:09 PM

212 Small, brown water 7/30/2024 10:06 PM

213 Welcoming Numerous Seasonal 7/30/2024 10:03 PM

214 Need developed more 7/30/2024 9:58 PM

215 Perfect, summer, fun 7/30/2024 9:38 PM

216 Beautiful, sunny, fun 7/30/2024 9:25 PM

217 Peaceful. Enjoyment Kids 7/30/2024 9:06 PM

218 Beautiful city asset 7/30/2024 9:02 PM

219 Water. Food. Fireworks 7/30/2024 8:59 PM

220 Grass, Murky, Benches 7/30/2024 8:26 PM

221 Improved accessibility fun 7/30/2024 8:04 PM
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222 Beautiful, natural, a lot 7/30/2024 7:53 PM

223 Beautiful, walk, enjoy 7/30/2024 7:27 PM

224 Upkeep cleanliness available 7/30/2024 7:12 PM

225 Nice, Clean, Well maintained 7/30/2024 6:14 PM

226 peaceful, nature, water 7/30/2024 5:50 PM

227 Views Activities Social 7/30/2024 4:40 PM

228 Play, activities 7/30/2024 3:47 PM

229 underutilized, resource, evolving 7/30/2024 3:46 PM

230 Spiritual, Beautiful, Historic 7/30/2024 3:42 PM

231 Two Rivers Fest 7/30/2024 3:38 PM

232 clean, open, walking 7/30/2024 3:38 PM

233 Potential, gathering, kids 7/30/2024 3:29 PM

234 Softball, swimming, fireworks 7/30/2024 3:27 PM

235 Adequate Potential clean 7/30/2024 3:15 PM

236 Beautiful 7/30/2024 3:09 PM

237 beauty quiet walkable 7/30/2024 3:06 PM

238 Recreation, wellness, children 7/30/2024 3:04 PM

239 Beautiful Parks Rivers need more water activities 7/30/2024 2:58 PM

240 Safe, Beautiful, Nice 7/30/2024 2:55 PM

241 Rivers are dirty brown. Not much you the city can do to improve that 7/30/2024 2:50 PM

242 Fun for kids 7/30/2024 2:45 PM

243 Needs cleaned up 7/30/2024 2:39 PM

244 Fun, fitness, and family time. 7/30/2024 2:39 PM

245 Dirty,no shade, 7/30/2024 2:22 PM

246 peaceful, fun, new 7/30/2024 2:02 PM

247 very nice 7/30/2024 1:20 PM

248 Underutilized, hot, bees 7/30/2024 1:11 PM

249 Dirty water and limited-all the playgrounds are for a very specific age group and
accessibility/functioning of child and parent

7/30/2024 12:45 PM

250 Serene, pretty, bathrooms 7/30/2024 12:17 PM

251 Are getting better 7/30/2024 12:11 PM

252 Not user friendly 7/30/2024 11:48 AM

253 Muddy Maumee 7/30/2024 11:27 AM

254 Beautiful Peaceful Relaxing 7/30/2024 11:21 AM

255 Sunny, open, fun 7/30/2024 11:15 AM

256 Fun unfair unsafe 7/30/2024 10:57 AM

257 Overfunded, under used 7/30/2024 10:55 AM

258 Clean. Safe education 7/30/2024 10:53 AM

259 Nice ,clean facilities 7/30/2024 10:48 AM
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260 Hometown 7/30/2024 10:35 AM

261 Sunshine, grass, kids 7/30/2024 10:34 AM

262 Outdoor Walking Relaxing 7/30/2024 10:33 AM

263 Rivers are disgusting. 7/30/2024 10:26 AM

264 Can a map be put out that list all the park locations and what they have there. 7/30/2024 10:22 AM

265 lacking river access 7/30/2024 10:19 AM

266 Need open swimming 7/30/2024 10:16 AM

267 Lots of new playground equipment for kids. I’m glad it’s there! 7/30/2024 10:14 AM

268 Hard to access 7/30/2024 10:10 AM

269 Relaxation, nature, and wildlife 7/30/2024 10:09 AM

270 Clean nice fun 7/30/2024 10:09 AM

271 Small 7/30/2024 10:08 AM

272 Fun, family-friendly, clean 7/30/2024 10:05 AM

273 Great ball parks 7/30/2024 9:58 AM

274 The beauty of the river and the scenery. 7/30/2024 9:55 AM

275 Relaxing, quiet, dirty 7/30/2024 9:55 AM

276 On its way.., 7/30/2024 9:54 AM

277 Safe, expanding, clean 7/30/2024 9:45 AM

278 Gross restrooms 7/30/2024 9:35 AM

279 NA 7/30/2024 9:24 AM

280 Mediocre, stopped-short, nice-try 7/30/2024 9:23 AM

281 Green, upgraded, fun 7/30/2024 9:20 AM

282 No bike trails 7/30/2024 9:20 AM

283 Nice , fun , pretty 7/30/2024 9:18 AM

284 More playground equipment 7/30/2024 9:14 AM

285 Playground, nature, swings 7/30/2024 9:14 AM

286 Relaxing, fun, quality. 7/30/2024 9:14 AM

287 Community, unite, opportunity 7/30/2024 8:40 AM

288 Walking, peaceful, dogs 7/30/2024 8:16 AM

289 Improving, juvenile, underused 7/30/2024 7:55 AM

290 Beautiful, calming, underused 7/30/2024 7:49 AM

291 Clean Pretty Important 7/30/2024 7:48 AM

292 Improved, more pickleball, clean 7/30/2024 7:30 AM

293 Pretty, under-utilized, family 7/30/2024 7:25 AM

294 Well kept, clean, un-utilized potential 7/30/2024 7:01 AM

295 Pretty, Redbuds, Boating 7/30/2024 7:00 AM

296 Rivers are not utilized. 7/30/2024 6:47 AM

297 Need new pool 7/30/2024 6:35 AM
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298 Fun! But could use more shade 7/30/2024 6:27 AM

299 Average Potential Under developed 7/30/2024 6:21 AM

300 The Great Outdoors 7/30/2024 6:15 AM

301 Can't see river 7/30/2024 5:42 AM

302 Underused, dull, soulless 7/30/2024 5:09 AM

303 Dated Dirty Just ok 7/30/2024 5:09 AM

304 Scenic, well traveled, used 7/30/2024 4:58 AM

305 Underused 7/30/2024 4:55 AM

306 Great for kids 7/30/2024 4:05 AM

307 Adequate, average, acceptable 7/30/2024 2:50 AM

308 Dirty,smelly,could be a lot better..(rivers) 7/30/2024 12:17 AM

309 Peaceful relaxing 7/30/2024 12:00 AM

310 Dirty, Small, Hot 7/29/2024 11:52 PM

311 Make it nicer 7/29/2024 11:40 PM

312 Beautiful, peaceful, relaxing 7/29/2024 11:28 PM

313 Unsafe, dirty, need work 7/29/2024 11:25 PM

314 Diverse, abundant, green 7/29/2024 11:23 PM

315 Variety, fun, plentiful 7/29/2024 11:20 PM

316 Some need work 7/29/2024 11:11 PM

317 Historical, Clean, Fun 7/29/2024 11:11 PM

318 Nice clean fun 7/29/2024 11:01 PM

319 Areas to improve 7/29/2024 10:55 PM

320 Peaceful, open, community 7/29/2024 10:54 PM

321 Enjoyable, safe, relaxing 7/29/2024 10:53 PM

322 To be enjoyed 7/29/2024 10:43 PM

323 Peaceful, family friendly, under-utilized 7/29/2024 10:40 PM

324 Muddy, family, fun. 7/29/2024 10:39 PM

325 Parks: Beautiful, Vibrant, Fun 7/29/2024 10:39 PM

326 Childhood, family and improving 7/29/2024 10:37 PM

327 Missed opportunities 7/29/2024 10:34 PM

328 New, fun, plenty 7/29/2024 10:31 PM

329 Scenic Historical Beauty 7/29/2024 10:27 PM

330 Don't drink it 7/29/2024 10:26 PM

331 Peaceful - Nature - Fun 7/29/2024 10:25 PM

332 Inviting, interesting and relaxing 7/29/2024 9:57 PM

333 Ooo shit hope I don't hit anything with my boat 7/29/2024 9:25 PM

334 Let go kayaking 7/29/2024 8:20 PM

335 Upscale 7/29/2024 4:38 PM
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336 Nature, safety, heritage 7/29/2024 4:07 PM

337 Beautiful Historic America 7/29/2024 3:29 PM

338 Pickleball Friends Blessed (with river options) 7/29/2024 3:00 PM

339 Fun friends exercise 7/29/2024 2:07 PM

340 Nice convenient beautiful 7/29/2024 1:49 PM

341 In the city 7/29/2024 10:28 AM

342 Families, friends, 3 rivers 7/29/2024 10:03 AM

343 beauty, opportunity, recreation 7/29/2024 10:02 AM

344 Utilization could improve 7/29/2024 9:42 AM

345 Underutilized, scenic, historic 7/29/2024 8:34 AM

346 1. Kingsbury. 2. Muddy. 3. Potential. 7/29/2024 7:54 AM

347 Fun, adventure, playful 7/29/2024 12:39 AM

348 History, water recreation, family fun. 7/28/2024 8:41 AM

349 Nice settings and gathering spaces, lack of connection to get on river, lack of information
about where parks are located.

7/28/2024 12:32 AM

350 Potential 7/27/2024 9:06 PM

351 peaceful, childhood, fireworks 7/27/2024 4:07 PM

352 Muddy Maumee, history, fireworks 7/27/2024 2:40 PM

353 They are fine 7/27/2024 2:06 PM

354 Close, Underutilized, Clean 7/27/2024 11:29 AM

355 Abundant, clean, well maintained. 7/27/2024 8:18 AM

356 Improved, keep improving 7/27/2024 8:07 AM

357 Sad, outdated, dirty 7/27/2024 5:22 AM

102  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  103



City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

110 / 119

Q33 What is your fondest memory of an experience you had in Defiance
parks or on the rivers?

Answered: 314 Skipped: 229

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Jazzfest 2021,2022 large crowd excellent performers well organized. 9/13/2024 1:00 AM

2 Meeting new friends at pickleball. 9/12/2024 10:19 PM

3 Eating lunch by the river and taking my kids to Bronson Park and slashpad. 9/12/2024 9:24 PM

4 Family reunions/gatherings over many years. 9/12/2024 4:10 PM

5 Massive potential. 9/12/2024 12:11 PM

6 Swimming at Bronson pool almost every day in the summer 9/12/2024 11:14 AM

7 Taking our grandchildren there 9/12/2024 9:22 AM

8 baseball with kids, trips to the reservior 9/12/2024 9:14 AM

9 Childhood memories of summer park day camps, swim lessons at Bronson pool, and
neighborhood fun. Adult memories of raising my kids at the same neighborhood and city parks,
tradition of walking to the Fort-grounds to look at the river and scenic views. Fireworks at the
fort grounds.

9/12/2024 12:56 AM

10 Fireworks at Kingsbury as a child. 9/11/2024 10:18 PM

11 tennis in the old days and pickleball today 9/11/2024 8:55 PM

12 Swimming at Bronson 9/11/2024 7:59 PM

13 Kingsbury park summer activities as a kid 9/11/2024 7:24 PM

14 Reading the plant markers on the reservoir trail with our young daughter, she got excited every
time she found a marker.

9/11/2024 7:19 PM

15 Fishing 9/11/2024 6:38 PM

16 Playing with my family 9/11/2024 6:05 PM

17 Fireworks on the 4th of July. 9/11/2024 6:03 PM

18 Jazz fest 9/11/2024 5:54 PM

19 Watching the boats go by as we played baseball at Kingsbury 9/11/2024 5:16 PM

20 I dont know 9/11/2024 3:53 PM

21 Many years ago the Flowing Rivers Festival the first week of July had many activities all week
long that brought crowds to Kingsbury park area for many things - concerts, rides, food, skiing
shows, boat races etc

9/9/2024 10:24 AM

22 Son playing baseball at Kingsbury 9/8/2024 10:43 AM

23 We live close to the veterans park and since my son could walk he loves going over there
several times a week. I would love to see the park updated to be an even better experience for
him, and cleaner

9/6/2024 9:50 PM

24 Playing Pickleball with fellow players 9/6/2024 4:02 PM

25 When the speaker that dressed as a Native American spoke about the history of the fort by the
library. He was sooo informative and I learned so much. I love the history of Defiance.

9/6/2024 9:13 AM

26 Playing Pickleball 9/6/2024 6:36 AM
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27 The group of friends I’ve met through Pickleball. It has been great for my own personal health
and wellness.

9/5/2024 7:05 PM

28 Swimming at Kingsbury and Bronson pools as an adolescent. Pickleball as an adult. 9/5/2024 4:31 PM

29 Wonderful people I've met playing pickleball 9/5/2024 3:15 PM

30 The opening of the pickleball courts 9/5/2024 3:11 PM

31 All of the friends I have made in the last three years playing Pickleball 9/5/2024 1:57 PM

32 Meeting new friends at pickleball. 9/5/2024 12:59 PM

33 Fireworks 9/5/2024 12:58 PM

34 Way too many. All, or most of them with out ever growing family ��� 9/5/2024 10:45 AM

35 Fishing with grandpa on the river. 9/4/2024 4:04 PM

36 Watching my kids at the splash pad. 9/4/2024 11:12 AM

37 I rode a paddle boat around Preston island with my mom. It was a relaxing and enjoyable little
adventure.

9/3/2024 9:54 PM

38 Festivals 9/3/2024 12:55 PM

39 Family reunions over the past decades 9/3/2024 12:47 PM

40 Walks at the reservoir with my newborn baby :) 8/31/2024 11:37 AM

41 Walking the dog at reservoir paths and at Pontiac park 8/31/2024 4:16 AM

42 I grew up in Defiance and remember going to the parks as a child. It is awesome to now take
my kids to the same parks I went to. I love watching my kids grow and play sports in Defiance
City Parks.

8/30/2024 4:26 PM

43 Being on picnics with my immediate family when my kids were little. 8/30/2024 10:10 AM

44 Nightwalks along the riverside 8/29/2024 10:06 PM

45 4th of July at Pontiac and the fort grounds 8/28/2024 2:25 PM

46 wedding pics at fort defiance library 8/23/2024 9:41 AM

47 Fireworks at the river 8/22/2024 3:47 PM

48 Kingsbury with a bunch of accessibility for Kaitlyn’s Cottage to be able to use 8/22/2024 2:12 PM

49 Seeing sunrises from the Fort Grounds 8/22/2024 12:28 PM

50 Training for races and feeling I have a place to escape. 8/21/2024 9:53 AM

51 Family picnic and gatherings 8/20/2024 3:05 AM

52 Fireworks while sitting on the Fort Grounds 8/19/2024 5:35 PM

53 4th of July 8/19/2024 4:59 AM

54 Growing up in Defiance of course the fireworks have always been a big deal. I have watched
them all over in town. Pontiac Park is my favorite place to watch. I remember when there were
native American festivals in Pontiac Park. Bronson had the best pool. Kingsbury is fun now
but the season is so short. It is barely open 2 months and the fees are a little pricey when you
have a family. I love Independence Dam. Kingsbury could have better utiled space. I miss the
parks having putt putt. Just more to DO at the parks would be great.

8/17/2024 10:51 PM

55 Pool time with kids/grandkids 8/17/2024 5:14 PM

56 fireworks at the fort grounds... 8/17/2024 4:03 PM

57 Picnics 8/16/2024 7:09 PM

58 Watching my kids play and enjoying being outside 8/16/2024 2:24 PM

59 Seeing wildlife 8/12/2024 6:25 PM
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60 Boring 8/12/2024 4:39 PM

61 Spending time with my kids. Watching them grow up using the parks and ball fields. 8/12/2024 12:56 PM

62 Spending time with my family 8/11/2024 11:29 PM

63 Splash pad, baseball 8/11/2024 10:30 PM

64 Fireworks at Riverside and picnics at Independence Dam 8/10/2024 10:05 PM

65 Catching channel catfish from my kayak on the Tiffin River. 8/10/2024 9:57 AM

66 watching my children and grandchildren play sports. 8/10/2024 8:42 AM

67 I remember when Bronson Pool was built. I lived on the south side and walked to the pool with
neighborhood kids many days of the summer. I was sorry to see Bronson Pool close. The
Splashpad is a great replacement, but I feel that Defiance could have a second neighborhood
pool - I realize maintenance and staffing is expensive. I remember that Bronson Pool parking
lot was flooded in the winter for ice skating - wish we had somewhere for skating. I commend
the Parks workers for the great job that they do year round for the parks in Defiance. I also
commend the city administration for making parks a priority in our town.

8/9/2024 5:04 PM

68 participating in the summer programs at Kingsbury Park when I was a child 8/9/2024 10:59 AM

69 Fireworks on the confluence are a classic for me 8/9/2024 10:57 AM

70 Fireworks (Pontiac Park biked there) 8/9/2024 9:29 AM

71 Boating/fishing with my father as a child. Taking swimming lessons as a child at Kingsbury
park. Taking my grandkids to the fireworks at Kingsbury park.

8/9/2024 5:34 AM

72 My wife and I were fishing by the Dam and I fell into the river . We still laugh about it . 8/9/2024 4:19 AM

73 All the family reunions at Bronson Park and watching my grandma coach softball there when I
was little

8/8/2024 10:29 PM

74 Playing softball leagues, watching little league baseball and riding pontoon boat 8/8/2024 8:33 PM

75 Canoe race with dad 8/8/2024 8:26 PM

76 jetskiing with family (unrelated but adding something like an ice cream and food place along
the river, like how in charloe there is the “charloe sno-cone” would be a great idea

8/8/2024 8:13 PM

77 Fishing and picnicking with the family 8/8/2024 8:11 PM

78 Used for prom pictures 8/8/2024 7:36 PM

79 Practically lived at Kingsbury park and pool when I was a kid, currently love Pontiac park for
walking and relaxing

8/8/2024 6:37 PM

80 Late summer and fall walks on the boardwalk at the Reservoir. 8/8/2024 6:31 PM

81 Fireworks 8/8/2024 3:43 PM

82 I enjoy taking my nieces and nephews to the splash pad at Bronson Park. 8/8/2024 10:14 AM

83 Lattys Grove and family gatherings 8/7/2024 11:16 PM

84 the nice river view boat races 8/7/2024 4:46 PM

85 Baseball 8/7/2024 12:30 PM

86 Eclipse Party at Delhi Park! 8/6/2024 5:24 PM

87 Experiencing Bronson Park with my family as I grew up there as a competitive swimmer. 8/6/2024 9:46 AM

88 Boating, playgrounds and splash pads with kids 8/5/2024 11:53 PM

89 Watching the fireworks when we were young at the fort grounds. 8/5/2024 11:00 PM

90 Playing with my kid and dogs 8/5/2024 10:29 PM

91 Learning to swim during lessons at Bronson Pool. Also, canoeing and kayaking on the rivers. 8/5/2024 10:40 AM
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92 fireworks over the Maumee 8/5/2024 8:18 AM

93 To many.... 8/3/2024 8:34 PM

94 My tuns 8/3/2024 6:43 PM

95 Boating on the rivers. It's better than being on land! 8/3/2024 12:48 PM

96 For over 30 years I have come to multiple points of the river and experienced peace. Walking,
swinging (thanks for the newer swings), but mostly parking and reading/doing devotions. As I
write this I’m at kingsbury park looking across at Pontiac. I did morning devotions, drank
coffee and read the newspaper (where i obtained the survey link). It is important to me and
others I know to have scenic, semi private places to park and look at the river. It is a tonic for
mental, spiritual and physical health. My boyfriend and I use the swings you installed at the
dam, Pontiac and Fort Grounds often. Hmmm… that might be a low cost addition
somewhere… “meditation stations”. Not religious or new age in nature, but signs about
thoughts about good things or amazing facts about nature, thankfulness, etc… Anyhow, people
these days need peace. Somehow, the river is a place of peace. Beautifying, presenting the
access points and getting the word out is important. I wonder how many people in our area
don’t realize there is “Peace at the River”.

8/3/2024 12:17 PM

97 Too many to describe. But mostly family, sports, nature related. 8/3/2024 6:29 AM

98 Fireworks, softball 8/2/2024 9:28 PM

99 Family and friends gatherings 8/2/2024 6:58 PM

100 archaeological digs at Fort Defiance and taking grandkids to the parks 8/2/2024 3:13 PM

101 On the boat with friends. 8/2/2024 11:51 AM

102 Playing baseball as a child 8/2/2024 11:37 AM

103 Our church has picnics at Veteran's Memorial Park and those are some sweet memories. 8/2/2024 9:20 AM

104 Playing with family and friends for hours. Even having birthday parties at the parks. 8/2/2024 8:52 AM

105 Fun gatherings 8/2/2024 7:53 AM

106 Visiting veterans park 8/1/2024 7:43 PM

107 Spending time with my two boys through the spring, summer and fall! Sometimes we even
bundle up in the winter. The splash pad is fantastic! Wish it had a fence around it, though.

8/1/2024 7:42 PM

108 Definitely the ski shows that happened in the 90s for the 4th of July. Some of my best
childhood memories.

8/1/2024 7:40 PM

109 Boating with my family!!! 8/1/2024 7:33 PM

110 n/a 8/1/2024 7:33 PM

111 growing up in Defiance and living my entire life here there are many memories of Defiance
parks but few top my memories of playing little league baseball in with my dad as my coach,
playing all through high school, and then coaching my sons in baseball.

8/1/2024 3:56 PM

112 Kingsbury park/pool as a kid 8/1/2024 3:47 PM

113 I'm waiting for it. 8/1/2024 3:33 PM

114 Watching the fireworks every 4th of July 8/1/2024 1:33 PM

115 When I first discovered the reservoir and the first time I went out to a concert on the sandbar. 8/1/2024 12:03 PM

116 Reading a book and walking when I was having a bad day. It made me feel so much better. 8/1/2024 10:06 AM

117 Swim lessons Family picnics/cookouts 8/1/2024 8:53 AM

118 Boating on the river all my life, Many memories 8/1/2024 8:15 AM

119 Boating 8/1/2024 8:13 AM

120 n/a 8/1/2024 2:59 AM
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121 Playing at Kingsbury with my Gpa—at the playground and baseball. Then walking down to the
river and throwing rocks.

8/1/2024 12:16 AM

122 Biking the reservoir trail with my family 8/1/2024 12:08 AM

123 early morning walk around boardwalk/reservoir - peaceful, quiet, natural beauty 7/31/2024 10:17 PM

124 Seeing the smiles on my granddaughters 7/31/2024 9:58 PM

125 My first 5K at Bronson park 7/31/2024 9:56 PM

126 Fireworks and food trucks. 7/31/2024 9:45 PM

127 Working out with the F3 group of men during the week at a local park to promote health and
wellness.

7/31/2024 9:43 PM

128 Meeting friends while boating the rivers and swim lessons as a kid at Kingsbury. Also, annual
family picnic.

7/31/2024 9:33 PM

129 Playing with my kids. 7/31/2024 9:13 PM

130 Fireworks 7/31/2024 9:08 PM

131 Spending time at the new Kingsbury park 7/31/2024 8:47 PM

132 I enjoy taking my children to play at the parks several times a week and also enjoy kayaking
on the maumee but with there were easier launch sites

7/31/2024 8:45 PM

133 The fireworks and kingsbury park and baseball there 7/31/2024 8:37 PM

134 Watching the fireworks. 7/31/2024 8:13 PM

135 na 7/31/2024 7:57 PM

136 Spending many birthdays at the picnic areas around kingsbury park & experiencing the fire
works & festival at the park.

7/31/2024 7:42 PM

137 Pontoon rides 7/31/2024 7:04 PM

138 Kayaking 7/31/2024 6:46 PM

139 Picnics with family and boating 7/31/2024 6:02 PM

140 We use to go boating quite a bit but it was always on the Auglaze 7/31/2024 5:37 PM

141 None 7/31/2024 5:27 PM

142 My son and grandson's playing t-ball and little league. 7/31/2024 5:20 PM

143 concerts 7/31/2024 5:16 PM

144 Playing sports at ballparks and hanging out with friends before and after at those parks. 7/31/2024 4:36 PM

145 I love watching grandkids at the playground interacting with other kids! 7/31/2024 4:15 PM

146 Playing with my kids on the park equipment and the views of the river. 7/31/2024 4:04 PM

147 Fireworks and community gathers art in the park etc 7/31/2024 3:31 PM

148 Taking children to Bronson pool for swim lessons and having reunions at Kingsbury 7/31/2024 3:23 PM

149 Playing tball games at Lattys Grove Swim team at Bronson pool Fireworks 7/31/2024 2:55 PM

150 Noting in the river for the last 14 years 7/31/2024 2:34 PM

151 Just watching kids enjoy themselves 7/31/2024 2:32 PM

152 Jazz Fest 7/31/2024 2:31 PM

153 Walking the boardwalk, shaded from the sun and in nature 7/31/2024 2:31 PM

154 Picnics with my grandkids alongside the river 7/31/2024 2:26 PM

155 With family and enjoying the walks and rest around the parks 7/31/2024 2:25 PM

City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

115 / 119

156 the carnivals as a kid at Kingsbury Park 7/31/2024 2:10 PM

157 N/A 7/31/2024 2:06 PM

158 Boating with friends 7/31/2024 1:46 PM

159 Water sking 7/31/2024 1:26 PM

160 Bird watching and the flowers growing. Swimming in the Auglaize as a child. 7/31/2024 1:16 PM

161 My kids going from playing in the baby portion of the splash park to the big kid parts. Meeting
up with friends at the different parks.

7/31/2024 12:54 PM

162 Seeing my relatives get married in the gazeebo 7/31/2024 12:39 PM

163 Family reunions 7/31/2024 11:43 AM

164 Festivals at Kingsbury park 7/31/2024 11:09 AM

165 Kids Ball Games at Diehl Park 7/31/2024 11:09 AM

166 N/a 7/31/2024 10:58 AM

167 Watching the fireworks on the library lawn by the river. 7/31/2024 10:51 AM

168 Pickle Ball and frisbee golf with family 7/31/2024 10:16 AM

169 Walking with grandchildren. Visiting splash pad with grandchildren. Walking at Bronson park
with my husband & swinging on the swing overlooking the river.

7/31/2024 9:58 AM

170 Picnic watching kids play 7/31/2024 9:55 AM

171 Baseball 7/31/2024 9:38 AM

172 We boat often with our kids 7/31/2024 9:05 AM

173 Picnics with family 7/31/2024 8:45 AM

174 Our church group loves to get together for pickleball. It helps promoted connection and
community. I wish there were more things for groups to do at the parks like that.

7/31/2024 8:03 AM

175 Fireworks, and playing baseball along the river at Kingsbury 7/31/2024 7:54 AM

176 Family reunion 7/31/2024 7:44 AM

177 Bronson pool 7/31/2024 7:27 AM

178 Taking my children to the train park and cheering when the trains go by. 7/31/2024 7:24 AM

179 Feeling safe as a child to play in the parks nearby our house without worry. 7/31/2024 12:31 AM

180 Playing softball & swimming at Bronson park as a kid 7/30/2024 11:24 PM

181 To many to count 7/30/2024 11:13 PM

182 We use to camp weekends at the dam when we had very young children. Inexpensive, close
to work for my occasional weekend shift and still a fun get away. We need to start this with the
grandkids!

7/30/2024 11:06 PM

183 Yearly fireworks 7/30/2024 10:25 PM

184 I lived on Auglaize St and swam morning swimming lessons, afternoons at the pool and
evening when I was lucky enough to do so!

7/30/2024 10:13 PM

185 Boating and skiing, tubing, ( wish it is cleaner) mostly family reunions 7/30/2024 10:09 PM

186 Honestly we drive Lake La Su Ann, Ottawa National, Howard Marsh, Irwin Prairie, Oak
Openings, Kitty Todd, Maumee State Forest, etc. More often. If Defiance county had more
habitats like that, it would be fantastic.

7/30/2024 10:06 PM

187 Men’s softball games 7/30/2024 10:03 PM

188 Walks 7/30/2024 9:58 PM

189 Watching my son fall in love with trains at lattys grove 7/30/2024 9:38 PM

108  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  109



City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

116 / 119

190 Annual Fourth of July fireworks over the rivers at the Fort Grounds/Pontiac Park. It’s small-
town, hallmark-movie adorableness.

7/30/2024 9:25 PM

191 The time spent with my kids at the parks and the memories we have made there. 7/30/2024 9:02 PM

192 Fireworks yearly 7/30/2024 8:59 PM

193 Kayaking the rivers, eating by the rivers, walking the dam, fireworks, family reunions 7/30/2024 8:26 PM

194 The Independence Day fireworks and festivities 7/30/2024 8:04 PM

195 My husband and I used to canoe on the rivers. 7/30/2024 7:27 PM

196 Many years of water skiing 7/30/2024 7:12 PM

197 The Kingsbury pool had a really great pool worker for a long time. I would see how much he
cared not only for the pool but Kingsbury park itself. He would walk around the park just to pick
up trash. I’ve seen him recently working at the cemetery and he takes just as much pride in
maintaining that. City should be proud of such a hard worker.

7/30/2024 6:14 PM

198 I enjoyed going to the hot air balloon festival when it was at Diehl Park 7/30/2024 5:50 PM

199 We lived directly across from the river for years. So, a lot of good memories from the views to
the activities.

7/30/2024 4:40 PM

200 Boating. Beautiful on the water. 7/30/2024 4:33 PM

201 Watching fireworks 7/30/2024 3:47 PM

202 The great skiing and boating events of the past and driving through all the Christmas lights 7/30/2024 3:46 PM

203 I love the Art in the Park events and the many times I have sat on the riverbank and watch the
rivers flowing by and thought to myself....how lucky I am to live here.

7/30/2024 3:42 PM

204 Back in the 80's the entire river line (Pontiac, Fort Grounds, and Kingsbury) had all sorts of
vendors, food, and entertainment leading up to the 4th of July Weekend. My family would pack
a cooler of soda and subs and sit and watch the Ski Club perform, lip sync contest, rides...
family memories. Quality time.

7/30/2024 3:38 PM

205 walking a dog 7/30/2024 3:38 PM

206 Fireworks with rides, games and food all through Kingsbury park 7/30/2024 3:29 PM

207 Having picnics at the parks is something I’ll never forget. I have been going to the parks more
often since they have updated them in the last few years. Thank you

7/30/2024 3:09 PM

208 watching the wildlife in the Maumee and Auglaize Rivers off Fort Defiance 7/30/2024 3:06 PM

209 Boating on the river in my youth. 7/30/2024 2:58 PM

210 I drive 30 minutes back to Defiance every day after I get home from work to enjoy the parks
and walk my dog with my fiance. We plan to buy a house here in Defiance within the next year.
Every time I go, it's my best memory.

7/30/2024 2:55 PM

211 Fireworks 7/30/2024 2:50 PM

212 Fireworks 7/30/2024 2:45 PM

213 Working out with my men's workout group in the early mornings. 7/30/2024 2:39 PM

214 The week long events at Kingsbury for the 4th of July, family cook out at the dam,swimming at
Bronson.

7/30/2024 2:22 PM

215 swimming at kingsbury and watching the fireworks 7/30/2024 2:02 PM

216 playing ball as a kid 7/30/2024 1:20 PM

217 My mom worked for the post office a long time ago and we would get KFC or subway and meet
her for lunch at Lattys Grove park a lot over the summer then play on the playground after.
Good family time and memories!

7/30/2024 12:45 PM

218 Taking my son to the splash pad 7/30/2024 12:17 PM

City of Defiance Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Survey

117 / 119

219 Swimming lessons as a kid at Kingsbury Park 7/30/2024 11:48 AM

220 NA 7/30/2024 11:27 AM

221 Enjoy walking to the confluence on my lunch and having time with our family there! 7/30/2024 11:21 AM

222 Riding my kayak on the Auglaize river heading towards the Maumee taking in the scenery 7/30/2024 11:15 AM

223 Visiting devil park with my autistic children for the first time and seeing the joy in their faces
while they ran around playing

7/30/2024 10:57 AM

224 Catching baskets full of crappie 7/30/2024 10:55 AM

225 Meeting new people 7/30/2024 10:53 AM

226 Playing LL baseball at Kingsbury back in the late 60's 7/30/2024 10:48 AM

227 Sitting at Pontiac Park gazing over the confluence of the rivers on a beautiful sunset. 7/30/2024 10:35 AM

228 Family reunion gathers 7/30/2024 10:33 AM

229 None 7/30/2024 10:26 AM

230 days on the river boating, skiing, knee boarding, tubing 7/30/2024 10:19 AM

231 Fireworks on a boat.... when we could be under them.... i understand why we can't anymore.
We surly had to put out the embers as they fell on us. Miss the water ski shows of the pass
too.

7/30/2024 10:16 AM

232 Used to love Diehlpark but hadn’t been well maintained 7/30/2024 10:14 AM

233 Fireworks 7/30/2024 10:09 AM

234 Fire works, boat racing 7/30/2024 10:09 AM

235 New playground equipment to play on 7/30/2024 10:08 AM

236 Watching my kids play baseball/softball 7/30/2024 10:05 AM

237 Watching my children run around and have fun. 7/30/2024 9:55 AM

238 Swimming lessons at Bronson, t-ball games at Latty’s Grove 7/30/2024 9:55 AM

239 Little league baseball at Kingsbury. 7/30/2024 9:54 AM

240 Fireworks 7/30/2024 9:45 AM

241 Walked into the restroom and every stall was DIRTY, I understand the bugs but nasty tp, pee,
poop on the ground and walls completely unacceptable!

7/30/2024 9:35 AM

242 NA 7/30/2024 9:24 AM

243 4th of July with all of the families out together around the river 7/30/2024 9:23 AM

244 Loved walking to Kingsbury park as a kid for fun with friends, swimming lessons and days
spent at the pool and watching baseball games.

7/30/2024 9:20 AM

245 Watching the fireworks 7/30/2024 9:20 AM

246 4th of July Love fireworks and Kingsbury activities 7/30/2024 9:18 AM

247 Fishing with my dad 7/30/2024 9:14 AM

248 Anytime I can take my kids to the park or go boating with them is a good time. We usually
take a bag and collect river trash if we see any.

7/30/2024 9:14 AM

249 4th of July fireworks 7/30/2024 8:40 AM

250 My fiancé and I walk our dogs at Pontiac and Kingsbury park frequently 7/30/2024 8:16 AM

251 Picnics and time on the playground with my son when he was young 7/30/2024 7:55 AM

252 I grew up on the East side and spent my summers at Kingsbury. My dad coached Little
League so we were at the park just about every day.

7/30/2024 7:49 AM
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253 During my birthday when I was growing up, mom and dad would buy me Subway sandwiches
and take me to a park.

7/30/2024 7:48 AM

254 Kayaking, pickleball, swimming at Bronson 7/30/2024 7:30 AM

255 Walking or riding my bike daily to Bronson pool as a kid. 7/30/2024 7:25 AM

256 Love taking grandkids to the Splash Park. 7/30/2024 7:00 AM

257 Swimming, skiing, boating 7/30/2024 6:47 AM

258 Swimming at Bronson pool when I was a kid 7/30/2024 6:35 AM

259 The summer programs for kids and swimming lessons. 7/30/2024 6:27 AM

260 The large gathering of birds at Independence Dam during a cold snap, concerts in the park. 7/30/2024 6:15 AM

261 Playing baseball at parks 7/30/2024 5:42 AM

262 Picnics and playing football at Pontiac Park 7/30/2024 5:09 AM

263 Fireworks and swim meets at Bronson pool 7/30/2024 5:09 AM

264 Using them for exercise 7/30/2024 4:58 AM

265 Kayaking on the Auglaize 7/30/2024 2:50 AM

266 The uaw park as a child with family gathering and now taking my grandkids. 7/30/2024 12:17 AM

267 Playing at Latty grove 7/30/2024 12:00 AM

268 Growing up when we had a boat we would go tubing. As the water got dirtier we did it less.
More recent was taking kids from work to an event put on by Xperience Church that was free
at the splash pad. These kids are in the system and are a lot of the times acting like they need
to be adults. While there, they looked like the average kid and got to be a kid with little to no
worries. Made the drive from Liberty Center since there was an event at the park that targeted
the kids. Wish there was more free event things that made it worth the drive to let these kids
be kids in a normal life kid setting.

7/29/2024 11:52 PM

269 The big silver slide at Kingsbury you took away 7/29/2024 11:40 PM

270 Walking and taking in nature 7/29/2024 11:28 PM

271 We love splash pad but older kids run take it over alot. My son was punch in face at 3 yrs from
a kid climbing

7/29/2024 11:25 PM

272 All the time I spend with my children. Especially the first time they got to play on new
playground equipment.

7/29/2024 11:23 PM

273 Spending time with family and friends. 7/29/2024 11:20 PM

274 Little League baseball games and 4th of July celebration at the confluence of the rivers. 7/29/2024 11:19 PM

275 Playing pickleball with family 7/29/2024 11:11 PM

276 Watching fireworks on the river 7/29/2024 11:01 PM

277 Fire works and picking 7/29/2024 11:01 PM

278 The summer park’s programs. Safe,fun activities all over town to keep children busy during
summer.

7/29/2024 10:55 PM

279 Eating takeout at Kingsbury with my husband watching the boaters and jet skiers, wildlife, and
people.

7/29/2024 10:54 PM

280 I grew up playing at the Defiance parks. Now I share that experience with my children. I tell
them stories about things I did at the parks as a kid or what and where the old playground
equipment was. I have wonderful memories of my Grandma walking me to Latty's Grove from
her house of Shultz Street.

7/29/2024 10:53 PM

281 Splash Pad 7/29/2024 10:43 PM

282 Spending time with my family at events on the river. 7/29/2024 10:40 PM
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283 Growing up boating and skiing on the river and being able to share that experience with my
baby.

7/29/2024 10:39 PM

284 Before my dad passed, we used to go kayaking from Pontiac park. It is so peaceful in the
morning to be in the river. He picked up the hobby in his retirement and loved sharing it with his
adult children. I hope I can get out there more when my kids are a little older.

7/29/2024 10:39 PM

285 Going down to Kingsbury on the last day of school at Brickell and having a sack lunch and
playing all day.

7/29/2024 10:37 PM

286 Firework display, baseball games 7/29/2024 10:34 PM

287 Watching my kids play at Veteran’s Memorial Park. Watching my boys plays baseball at KofC
and Kingsbury.

7/29/2024 10:31 PM

288 Watching our son make new friends while playing at any of the parks, and hearing his laughter
and squals of delight while he plays.

7/29/2024 10:26 PM

289 Being on a canoe early in the morning when the river was like glass and watching the sunrise 7/29/2024 10:25 PM

290 Boating and ice skating as a kid 7/29/2024 9:57 PM

291 Taking my kids on the river for fun 7/29/2024 9:25 PM

292 Splash pad 7/29/2024 8:59 PM

293 Floating down the river 7/29/2024 8:20 PM

294 Boating when I was a kid 7/29/2024 4:38 PM

295 Fireworks 7/29/2024 4:07 PM

296 Watching baseball/softball games. Fireworks on the rivers. Pontoon rides 7/29/2024 3:29 PM

297 Water skiing as a child 7/29/2024 3:00 PM

298 Little league baseball games at Kingsbury 7/29/2024 2:07 PM

299 Lunches at Kingbury 7/29/2024 1:49 PM

300 I loved growing up on the Maumee River. It’s so dirty now and the ramps aren’t the best. So we
typically go to Indiana now

7/29/2024 10:28 AM

301 Watching my son play ball at Kingsbury under the lights while the sunset over the rivers 7/29/2024 10:03 AM

302 growing up and playing for hours on end at Latty's Grove 7/29/2024 10:02 AM

303 My kids experiencing the community 7/29/2024 9:42 AM

304 Playing on cannons as a kid. 7/29/2024 8:34 AM

305 Sitting at Pontiac Park to watch the fireworks. 7/29/2024 7:54 AM

306 Watching my kids explore the Fort grounds. 7/29/2024 12:39 AM

307 Boating with friends & family. Fireworks over the river. 7/28/2024 8:41 AM

308 Picnics by the rivers with my kids 7/28/2024 12:32 AM

309 fireworks, and met my future husband while canoeing 7/27/2024 4:07 PM

310 Nice pool 7/27/2024 2:06 PM

311 Boating with family is always fun. Walking and Camping at Independence. 7/27/2024 11:29 AM

312 Taking my children to play on the playgrounds at several different parks. 7/27/2024 8:18 AM

313 Always the kids or now grandkids, playing, enjoying the surroundings 7/27/2024 8:07 AM

314 Spending time with my family when my children were growing up. 7/27/2024 5:22 AM
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During the workshop, attendees were invited to participate in an interactive online survey designed to gauge their 
level of interest in various potential amenities. A total of 63 responses were collected: 49 were submitted the evening 
of the workshop, and an additional 14 responses came in via social media over the following days.
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MEETING MINUTES
The following pages contain detailed meeting minutes, providing a comprehensive record of the 
discussions and decisions made during our Project Kick-Off session. These minutes serve as an 
essential reference, capturing the key points, action items, and resolutions that emerged from 
our collaborative efforts. The minutes offer valuable insights into the deliberative processes and 
strategic considerations that shaped our outcomes.
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SUBJECT:  Parks and Riverfront Master Plan Kick-off Meeting 
DATE/TIME:  June 24, 2024 – 9:30 am 
LOCATION:  631 Perry Street – City Hall 
ATTENDEES:  Cara Boehm, Carlie Carpenter, Rob Cereghin, Steve Corbitt, Jennifer English, Jamie  

Gerken, Kelly Grube, Julie Houck, Staci Kaufman, Kirstie Mack, Ryan Mack, Jenna Peper, 
Scott Stambaugh, Melinda Sprow, Niki Warncke, Paige Wesche, Abbie Wolfrum, Andrew 
Cunningham, Josh Barkley, Austin Blomeke, Nathan Deig, Jessica Dooms, Joe Howe, 
Sydney King, Amy Schweitzer, Amber Bassett 

 
 
06/24/2024 Defiance Kick Off Meeting Notes 
Group 1: Jamie G, Melinda S, Niki W, Kirstie M, Rob C, Austin B, Joe H, Amy S 
Group 2: Ryan M, Jenna P, Steve C, Jessica D, Andrew C, Josh B 
Group 3: Kelly G, Carlie C, Abbie W, Paige W, Cara B, Jennifer E, Julie H, Staci K, Amber B, Nathan D, 
Sydney K 
 
Primary Objectives to Consider Adding 

• Broaden social media / outreach for parks by developing a cohesive PIO with the city and celebrating all 
programming and uses of the parks. Consistent messaging and promotion are key. 

• Make better use of recreational facilities in parks and improve collaboration with groups already running 
recreational programs. 

o Engage more with the library to host events in the parks.  
• Utilize riverfront park developments as a catalyst for downtown economic expansion. 
• Improve downtown connections and enhance the downtown experience.  
• Improve connectivity and safety of parks and trails.  
• Add safety to Goal #1: Public health and social justice.  
• Incorporate educational components and programming that address each park's 

environmental/historical/cultural attributes.  
• Address water quality and safety for recreational areas.  
• Create more ownership of parks by partnering with local organizations. 

Specific Parks to Note: 
Bronson Park 

• Bronson Park is very popular, especially the sand volleyball courts and splash pad 
• Bronson Park used to have an outdoor competition pool and would host summer swim leagues. This fell 

into disrepair and was replaced with the splash pad. 
• This summer swim league is now held indoors at the YMCA, while other communities have outdoor 

competition pools – nobody wants to go swim at Defiance for this league. 

Kick-Off Meeting Notes 
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• Bronson/Triangle/Kingsbury Parks have power connections for food trucks – could be considered for 
other parks 

• The Storybook Walk is popular and changes every so often.  
• Neighboring communities come to visit because admission is free.  

Kingsbury Park 
• Flooding does occur in this park - floodplain 
• Pool and slide are very popular amenities 
• Need more lounge chairs at the pool (Kingsbury) 
• Better use could be made of the river edge – better walking trail around the river edge, seating, swings, 

pedestrian lighting to aid in feelings of safety 
• Currently lacking in access to the water – is there an opportunity to have steps to the water or 

kayak/canoe launch 
• The park dept. has plans to expand a parking lot for pickleball where the adjacent house is located – if 

they acquire that property. 
• Large field north of the pool is currently used for setting off fireworks 
• The music festival was always held where the new walkway and pavilion improvements were installed. 

There may need to be a new place for the stage in the coming years.  

Pontiac Park 
• Pontiac Park is a Metro Park. It is technically a county park, but the City maintains it 

o There is a separate Defiance Metropolitan Park Board responsible for this park. 
o Need to get a better understanding of this relationship and who has approval power over what 

can be done. Metro Park Board is currently in the strategic planning process for its parks, 
including Pontiac Park 

• Kayak rentals were an option in the past, but have since been removed. Pontiac Park has a boat launch 
but there is a need to add kayak launch points.  

• Parking is a major issue during festivals and events at Pontiac Park – they currently close down the 
street and people park along the street, but it creates a fire lane issue. 

• Can’t park vehicles in the bowls because they do flood and get soft quickly. 
 

Old Fort Defiance Park 
• There are great views from atop the park, with ties to the history of the founding of this city 

 
Riverside Park 

• “Forgotten Park” – the park is not the most popular in the area, but residents come for the soccer fields. 
The local soccer league (the Strikers) has mentioned the need for a concessions stand.  

• Several unofficial trails in the wooded area have appeared over the years and they do not feel safe to 
walk. Homeowners in the area also raise concerns as the property lines are not clearly marked.    

• Vandalism isn’t prominent but there is a lot of dog waste/litter throughout the park. 
• Deer frequent the area.  

 
Miscellaneous Parks: 

• Reservoir Park - Exercise nodes could be a fantastic addition to Reservoir Park. This park is used often for 
more intense recreation. The playground could be improved.  

• Buchman Park has all native species and ties to Native American history.  
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• Depot Park is not listed on our map, but could be added – located across the tracks from Veterans 
Memorial Park, it is the site of the old train depot.  

• Playgrounds always need updated, but priority playgrounds mentioned were at Palmer and Latty Grove 
Park/Veteran’s Memorial Park 

• Palmer Park - General public does not know that Palmer is a city-owned park – opportunity for better 
signage 

• Gateway Park - Christmas Tree gets lit during holidays. 
• Preston Island – private property currently owned by ACRES Land Trust. 

o In the early 1900s there were small amusement park rides (carousel) and a campground. It 
flooded in the 1910s-1920s and ended the recreational uses.  

o Residents would like to see it open to the public again but would require ownership, volunteers, 
a way for the public to access it, etc.  

• Diehl Park – popular for sports events but parking is limited during games. The junior field is in bad 
condition.  

• Knights of Columbus Baseball Complex – good condition with two ball fields and concessions.  
• Holgate Park has a toddler-style playground and is perceived to be not as challenging.  

 
 

Other Items to Note: 
• Opportunity to strengthen relationships between the Park Dept, YMCA, and schools. However, better 

relationships exist between the parks and (3) schools than with the YMCA. 
o Park programming/summer event handouts would be great to send home with students before 

they leave for the year.  
• YMCA hosts swimming lessons, but none are provided by the city – part of the lack of programming 

offered by the city parks 
• YMCA is going through a lot of changes with leadership, but think it will be for the better. 
• Lily Creek is a local organization that provides therapeutic horse riding – possible partner. 

http://www.lilycreekfarms.org/  
• Defiance College is helping create a community health survey. The overall relationship with the College 

needs to improve but there is a good relationship between the mayor and the College president.  
• The Defiance Alliance group with the College is a recent group that helps with monitoring and cleaning 

the Rivers 
o Improve partnership and increase the amount of water quality testing and education. There is a 

poor public perception of the cleanliness of the rivers.  
o Expand on partnerships with the Upper Maumee Watershed group and Toledo University to 

further address water quality and safety issues. 
o The water quality is at its worst in August/September due to dry weather. The quality improves 

east of Independence Dam.  
• Potential partnership with the Defiance Soil & Water Conservation District 

o Penney Nature Center is a great local example of educational components and engagement with 
the public.  

• Maumee River 
o Defiance – passive recreation/more shallow 
o Napoleon – boating/deeper water 
o Endangered species of clams 
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• Flooding 
o Historic floods in 1813, 1920s, and 1980s 

 A guide for Defiance flood events is available 
o Flood markers throughout the parks (Old Fort, Preston Island, Kingsbury Park) 
o Rare Flooding: Preston Island 
o Frequent Flooding: Kingsbury Park & Pool  

• Kayaks 
o MetroParks is working with a company to provide kayak rentals 

 Self-service kiosks/lockers for kayak rentals 
o Existing launches: 

 Pontiac Park 
 Independence Dam 
 Tiffin River (not user-friendly) 
 127 in Sherwood 
 Reservoir Park 

o Potential launches: 
 Improve Tiffin River launch – hidden gem with historical bridge 

• People also fish off of the bridge 
 Bronson has a steep shoreline but would be convenient 
 Riverside would have a long walk 
 Best suited for Pontiac Park or Kingsbury Park 

• There are many activity focused groups that should be included in the planning process: soccer, little 
league, pickleball league, etc, and offer opportunities for partnerships 

• Riverfront parks need to provide safer connections between parks and downtown to prioritize 
pedestrian safety as there have been multiple pedestrian deaths in the area. This could serve as a 
catalyst for community health. 

• A riverwalk development with activities on or nearby the river creates a unique experience. 
• Downtown retail and dining could be better/worse, but there are a lot of empty buildings within the 

City. 
• Dining on/near the rivers is lacking – opportunity 

o Potential for boat/kayak access to dining on rivers.  
o Local establishments could have docks/create boat-accessible destinations 

 Properties across from Kingsbury Park have high potential for this type of development.  
• Food truck space currently downtown-driven  

o Triangle Park currently has dedicated outlets  
• Lacking police presence at the parks and downtown, especially during large events. This contributes to a 

perception of not being safe. 
• Larger parks and amenities within the parks that are lighted offer longer use times.  
• A lack of shade was noted across the parks. There may be funds through the American Cancer Society to 

provide shade to lessen the chances of skin cancer.  
• The area lacks a community garden space.  
• There is interest in converting some of the large grass areas in the parks to a native planting palette. 

Project PRAIRIE is an initiative launched by the Toledo Zoo that provides educational resources for 
schools with a native planting lab. https://www.toledozoo.org/education/project-prairie  

• An existing wetland observation area is located south of town. 
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• Need to find better ways to manage vandalism, especially in public bathrooms 
• There is an abundance (10-15) of combined storm sewer overflows but the City is working to remove 

and separate these sewers as part of the EPA mandate – will help with water quality, smells. 
• The east side of town is lacking some of the stronger park amenities. This is also the lower income 

housing part of the City 
• Mental Health Wellness Trail could be incorporated into a larger network, or highlighted in our plan – 

Trail developed by Defiance County Health Department – located east side of town, by Health 
Department Office 

• Educational Signage 
o Highlight other trails in the area/create comprehensive trail map and provide along the paths 

(QR codes or maps) 
o Highlight Defiance’s unique place in watershed/larger watershed impact 

• Not considered a strong bicycle community but would like to see improvements to promote biking. 
o Would like wider downtown sidewalks 
o Old Rail Bridge west of Clinton has potential.  
o Overall existing vehicular bridges are in good shape with no real problems for pedestrian access 

• Accessibility is not addressed very often in the parks – ongoing improvements as they’re able to tackle. 
o Explore opportunities for more inclusive play equipment & playgrounds.  
o Kingsbury has had improvements to become more accessible.  

• Camp Lakota is a Boy Scout camp adjacent to the City limits and is a great amenity 
• Camp Libby is another amenity for nature based activities and Girl Scouts 
• Adventure play is lacking within the City 
• Defiance, OH is known as the regional capital for a large amount of smaller towns in the surrounding 

area. Competition is Napoleon 
• There are 3 golf courses nearby, only 1 within the City, and all privately owned by the same entity 
• Defiance, OH = Tree City USA. City tree is the Lilac. 200 planted within the last couple of years. 

o There is also interest in Defiance becoming a Bee City USA Affiliate. 
https://beecityusa.org/apply-to-bee-city-usa/  

o There are several local beekeepers.  
• Currently a lack of public art program for downtown / parks – potential future collaboration and 

opportunity to celebrate the history/placemaking of Defiance. 
• There are no official or active neighborhood associations.  
• There is a need for additional pickleball courts.  
• The baseball and softball leagues are popular in the community.  
• A year-round shelter would be nice as all existing shelters are open-air.  
• There are no hockey, ice skating, roller skating, or skateboarding amenities. 

o The YMCA had a skate park but it has greatly declined.  
o The appetite for investment in a new skate park is medium. 

• The parks need to be activated during the wintertime. 
o Holiday market  
o Ice sculpture displays 
o Ice skating – similar to the Ribbon in Toledo 

• Clean the Parks 
o Defiance sports teams spend one day every year cleaning the parks – usually a Saturday in April 

around Earth Day  
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 Could we expand this group to other organizations? 
o Implement “Adopt-a-Trail/Park” program – similar to adopt-a-highway 

• Festival Space 
o Shut down streets as needed 
o Would like to utilize more of the Riverfront 

• Defiance Events 
o Lilac Festival 
o Riverfest  
o Rib Fest 
o Art in the Park 
o Jazz Fest/Battle of the Bands 

 Need for large stage/amphitheater space 
• Triangle Park is used for smaller events/portable stage space 
• Cabin Fever Coffee has a small performance space 
• Waterfront locations may be difficult due to floodplain issues 
• It was mentioned that the old high school site could be torn down to supply the 

amphitheater space but there would be political obstacles to achieve this 
demolition.  

o Thunder on the River – boat parades 
o Currently have reenactments in Pontiac Park 
o Farmers Market – currently held at the mall because there isn’t a great spot within the 

parks/downtown area.  
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SITE VISIT NOTES
The following pages contain detailed site visit notes, providing an in-depth account of 
observations and findings from our on-location assessments. These notes capture essential 
details about site conditions, operational practices, and any issues or opportunities identified 
during the visits. By documenting these observations, we ensure a thorough understanding of the 
site-specific contexts and provide a valuable reference for future planning and decision-making. 
The site visit notes offer crucial insights that enhance the overall analysis and recommendations 
presented in the report.
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SUBJECT:  Parks and Riverfront Master Plan Kick-off Meeting 
DATE/TIME:  June 24, 2024 – 12:00 pm 
LOCATION:  Bronson Park, Kingsbury Park, Old Fort Defiance Park, Pontiac Park, Gateway Park,  

Riverside Park 
ATTENDEES:  Cara Boehm, Carlie Carpenter, Rob Cereghin, Steve Corbitt, Jennifer English, Jamie 

Gerken, Kelly Grube, Julie Houck, Staci Kaufman, Kirstie Mack, Scott Stambaugh, Melinda 
Sprow, Niki Warncke, Paige Wesche, Abbie Wolfrum, Josh Barkley, Austin Blomeke, 
Nathan Deig, Jessica Dooms, Joe Howe, Sydney King, Amy Schweitzer, Amber Bassett 

 
 
Site Visit Notes: 
Bronson Park 

• Excellent water park with large ropes course 
• Excellent nature experiences with potential to lay trial to bottom of hill along the river.  
• Would need additional clearing to open views along the river.  
• Two distinct areas in this park – active area w/ sand volleyball, splash pad, open spaces, and the passive 

area set back near the river, which is quieter, more shaded, views of nature. 
• Opportunity to add a stepped walkway or boardwalk down to the river. The wooded areas would make 

for a good nature trail.  
• The Storybook Walk is very popular and changes seasonally.  
• There is a plan from the 80s that laid out mountain biking and nature trails.  
• Sand volleyball is very popular and could be expanded with new courts. 

 
Kingsbury Park 

• Ample amount of trash cans and seating with consistent type and theme 
• Pavilions appeared to be in good condition and consistent in size and quality 

o They are regularly rented 
• Pool had fair amount of activity and hits capacity in the summertime.  
• Playground contained inclusive and sensory components from Landscape Structures 
• Newly installed sidewalks 
• Drive along river contained some traffic 

o Folks noted local interest in parking along river to rest / eat. 
• Slope down to the river with very much inaccessible  

o Exception was North of the pickleball courts 
o Noted sulfur issues 

• Parks director noted that once home is acquired, south of the pickleball courts, he would like to install 
parking to accommodate courts.  

• Baseball field and adjacent field are nostalgic to many and used for fireworks 

Site Visit Notes 
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• Interesting historical markers depicting major floods 
• Fantastic views of the two rivers, bridge toward downtown 
• The north/northeast corner of the park is out-of-site, out-of-mind. It is underutilized and forgotten. 
• The music festival has been held here for two years, but the new pavilions and sidewalks may have 

decreased the stage space.  
• Wifi availability in the parks would allow for outdoor workspaces.  
• Additional power would be beneficial, especially along the roadway. Solar powered charging stations 

would be beneficial as well.  
o Additional power sources would allow for more food trucks during events. 26 food trucks come 

to Kingsbury Park during events. 
• The basketball area needs improvement.  
• Felt that the park was well cared for and well used, but connection to the riverfront was absent 
• Would like more river swings for those who like to eat at the parks during lunch. 
• History of roaming buffalo along the river at this park. 

 

Pontiac Park 
• Currently use park for Christmas lighting 
• Many cars park on paved path along river 
• Ample seating and trash cans 
• Garden areas are noted to be in rough shape 
• Fountain space only utilized during rush hour 
• Lack of access to the river  
• Observation – it has a different vibe than Kingsbury. It feels more like a passive park used for walking 

and taking in views. 
• There was mention of removing the vehicular access through the park, but it would limit the winter light 

shows.  
• Weddings sometimes happen in the park.  
• May be beneficial to provide river wayfinding signage.  
• May be beneficial to provide a graffiti wall somewhere in the parks system.  
• Defiance used to flood the low spots in the winter for ice skating.  
• Riverfest activities are held in Pontiac Park.  

o Pontiac Park can fit 8 food trucks during events.  
• Travelers along the Buckeye Trail can camp in Pontiac and Reservoir Parks. Would be nice to have 

permanent restroom facilities to accommodate visitors.  
• Some history of Diehl Brewing Company existing along Clinton/W River Drive until the mid-90’s 

 
 

Old Fort Defiance Park 
• Felt there was a lack of representation of the old structures that once stood on the site 
• Noted memorial at top of the steps 
• Did not appear to be an accessible path up the steps, but had many accessible natural areas.  Both a 

wheel-chair bound person and a person with a cane were on the path along the upper side of the 
retaining walls during our site visit 

• Stairs along the river appear to be in rough shape but fishermen were utilizing it to access the river. 
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• Appears to be potential to take a trail south along the Auglaize River on the west side.  
• Concrete steps provide access to the water/river level which is uncommon in the riverside parks 

o Maybe an opportunity to develop a boardwalk at this lower level, or fishing pier 
• Large walls – opportunity for a mural, art collaboration 
• Great mature shade trees 
• Potential trail connection south of park along the river – currently a mowed path 
• Currently used by the library for hosting some of their outdoor summer programming/events. 
• When they recently improved the concrete areas, they had to stay at or above the existing grade to 

avoid a historical society review.  
• There is an existing river siphon on the southeast side.  
• Old Fort Defiance Park can hold 3 food trucks during events.  
• Observation: the west side of the park could be a great place for a treetops trail.  
• The first house built in Defiance is on the corner of Washington and Fort, directly adjacent to the park. 
• Serves as part of the North County Trail and the Buckeye Trail 

 

Gateway Park 
• Feel this space wants to be a plaza park, food truck style hub or performance space  
• Lack of prime vehicular access points 
• There may be right-of-way challenges with development.  
• Felt like this area would be a good trail head. 

 
Riverside Park 

• Opportunities for nature trail in woodlands 
• Opportunities for water access  
• Soccer club primarily occupies the park and uses the shelter storage space.   
• Expand a formalized trail system throughout this park and extend to other parks. 

Reservoir Park 
• Hill is used for sledding 
• Observations: limited parking lot space and minimal shade 

 

Veteran’s Park (Latey’s Grove) 
• Opportunity for more pickle ball 
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ADDITIONAL MAPS  
& FIGURES

FIGURE 6: FEMA Flood Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Map
Over the past decade, the City has leveraged funds from FEMA's Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant program to reduce the 
potential impacts of future flooding disasters. This program provides financial support to communities along flood corridors, 
such as Defiance, for purchasing and demolishing structures in flood-prone areas. By leveraging these funds, the City has 
acquired 13.7 acres of land and removed several structures within the Auglaize and Maumee River corridors. The removal of 
these structures reduces the risk of future damage while preserving open space, as one of the grant's requirements is that the land 
remains undeveloped, and any improvements on the property shall be of a pervious nature allowing water to pass through.

FIGURE 7: Firmette Map 39039C0245F
This Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) released by FEMA outlines the Special Flood Hazard Areas 
(SFHAs) and the Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) throughout the western part of Defiance.
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FIGURE 8: Firmette Map 39039C0265F
This Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) released by FEMA outlines the Special Flood Hazard Areas 
(SFHAs) and the Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) throughout the eastern part of Defiance.
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PARK INVENTORY SHEETS
The following pages show the inventory sheets that were filled out by the Parks and Recreation 
Department for every park. These were an important part of the inventory and analysis process.

Bark & Run Dog Park
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Bronson Park
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Buchman Park on the Glaize
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Canal Park
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Diehl Park
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Eastside Park
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Fort Grounds
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Gateway Park
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Holgate Park

150  |  Parks & Riverfront Master Plan Opportunity Analysis  |  151



Hometown Heroes Park
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Kingsbury Riverfront Park, Swim Park & Pickleball
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Knights of Columbus Baseball Complex
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Livingston Park
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Memory Park
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Palmer Park
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Pontiac Metro Park
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Reservoir Recreational Area
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Riverside Park
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Triangle Park
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Veteran's Memorial Park
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